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INSIDE THE TABLOID 


IN THE TABLOID 


Tories smell 
blood as 



Anthony Bevins and 
Co tin Brown 

Labour wobbled over privati- 
sation polity yesterday, leaving 
itself dangerously exposed to 
concentrated and effective Tbry 
fire for the first time in the run- 
up to the election. 

With Labour leaders openly 
contradicting each other, the fo- 
cus of the campaign was diverted 
from the Tbnes’ own vulnera- 
bility on broken tax promises 
and on., sleaze, with Martin 
Bell’s high-profile challenge to 
Neil Hamilton in latton. 

The danger of the mid-elec- 
tion crisis was critically illustrated 
by an ITN Channel 4 News poll 
Iasi night, showing that half of 
the voters were still not firmly 
committed either way, the vot- 
ers, too, are wobbling. 

After iohnitescoti, Inborn^ ■ 
deputy leader, had given an iiF , 
terview in which he stuck strict- 
ly to the manifesto line on 
privatisation - but contradicted 
a statement by Tbny Blair earli- 
er this week - the Prime Mini* 1 ' 
ter went for the Labour jugular. 

Addressing a public meeting 
in a market square in Brecon, 
South Whies. Mr Major said Mr 
Prescott had escapedirom his 
‘round the world hide-mo-if-you 
can 1 campaign tour. 

The Prime Minister said that 
Labour spin- doctors had inter- 
vened to say there was no pol- 
icy of privatisation. “They said 
Labour had an open mind — an 
open mouth, an open mind, 
open warfare. That is the real 
Labour Party up and down the 
country these days." 


in the Major camp bad lifted as 
a result of Labour’s five changes 
in policy since the launch of 
their manifesto. “They are 
clearly unhappy under fixe," 
one leadership source said. “If 


could have a field day.” 

Thai pressure was increased 
by Michael Hcseltinc, the Dep- 
uty Prime Minister,' who poun- 
ced on a lunchtime ITN 


QUICKLY 


New ozone warning 

The ozone layer above the 
Arctic fell to u record low 
near the end of last month, 
according to new satellite 
data released yesterday by 
the US space agency Nasa. 


Vd utrui j 

: ultraviolet sunlight, was 40 
per cent thinner last month 
than the average between 1979 
and 1982. 

Brutal Zaire surprise 

; Etienne HdrisekedL Zaire’s vci- 

■ eran opposition leader, was 

■ grabbed by President Mobutu. 
!■ Scse Seko’s soldiers and bun- 
: dted into 'a car white on his 
i way to his first day's work as 

Prune Minister-designate m 
Kinshasa. . 14 

Prodi wins approval 

The Italian Chamber of 


I' 4UUIV - 

l Ji, to deploy Italian hpoj« m a 
r multinational force m <AIba- 
l n» The Chamber approved the 
& force, to be led by Italy, hyavote 
^of-503 to 85, with seven afc 
Lstentkws. Plage 16 


4 For the first 
time the 

Conservatives are 
coming alive... 
the election is not 
wide open but it’s 
hot over, either 5 

Andrew Marr, page 21 


interview in which Mr Prescott 
said: “We don’t have a policy of 
directly wanting to privatise 
anything .quite frankly, but we 
will face the realities of what has 
' to be done with public assets— 

. “But as Ibny EUair has^sajdr 
it's not tofal faivati^it^whisii- 
in many cases basn’triroriced, 



which the electorate knows, or 
total nationalisation:.. it’s a 
combination of practical com- 
mon sense." 

That line was in stria con- 
formity whh the manifesto, pub- 
lished last week. But it clashed 
directly with what Mr Blair him- 
self said in a City speech an Mon- 
day, “that where there is no 
overriding reason for preferring 
the public proviaon of goods anq 
services... then the presumption 
should be that economic activi- 
ty is best left to the private sec- 
tor, with market forces being folly 
encouraged to operate." 


; Mr Hesettine- told BBC ra- 
dio’s World at One: “John 
Prescott has completely spat in 
the eye of the leader of his own 

party, malting it dear That flllrfrre 

stuff about privatisation is just 
so much for the birds.” 

But the focus of Tbry attack 
-as with Labour -was on trust. 
Mr Heseltine said -of the 
Labour leader: “This is a man 
who has sold every principle he 
ever had in order to gain pow- 
er, and he talks about trust” 

Fending off such attacks, Mr 
Blair told , his own daily press 
conference earlier that if he 
had made - and broken - the 
promises MrMajor had made in 
the 1992 election, “I would not 
have tiie gafi to ask the British 
people to trust me again." 

But as Gordon Brown, the 
shadow Chancellor, tried to 
keep attention <firectedat the. 
TRfcy tax record - backed by a 
powerful study from the inde- 
pendent Institute for Fiscal 
Studies, showing that the tax 
burden had gpae up by £7 a 
•wedxfortijcaveragehoiKehold 
since the *1992 election - he was 
forced to defend the Labour 
line on privatisation. 

Mr Brown repeated that 
Labour would consider pri- 
vatisation. of the National Air 
. Traffic /Control Services, but 
Said there was nothing in the 
manifesto about the privatisa- 
tion of any “public provision of 
goods and services’’. 

The dispute over privatisation 
also served to deflect attention 
from Thttaft, and the prospec- 
tive battle between former min- 
ister Neil Hamilton-- the man 
at the heart of allegations about 
the Commons, casb-for-ques- 
tions controversy -aid Mr 
BeJL.who ;aanounced that he 
had resigned from the BBC af- 
ter 35 yeas’ service. 

Mr Major was left with no op- 
tion at his, (telly press confer- 
ence: he was postered into 
.saying, that if he had a vote in 
latton, Mr Hamilton’s seat, he 
would. vote for him, and he 
urged all Tbries to follow suit 


Nicholas Schoon , 

Environment Correspondent 

A nouncMnealdrig scientific 
sttfoy has reached the conclu- 
sion that many unscientific an- 
imal-lovers have long believed 
in — that an animat hunted by 
humans and hounds goes 
through a long, dark agony of 
fear, stress and utter exhaustion: 

• The stag hound packs which 
chase' red deer in the "West 
Country, on Exmoor and the 
Quantock BGDs, can no longer 
deny their sport is cruel, said 
Professor Patrick Bateson, a 
Cambridge University animal 
behaviour expert 
. His report, published yes- 
terday, concludes that shooting 
by stalkers is a ranch more hu- 
mane way of controlling deer 
numbers. It was commissioned 
by the National Trust whose 
ruling council is today expect- 
ed to ban stag-hunting on its 
land at a special meeting. . 

- The trust’s council isafgo ex- 
pected to call on the Govern- 
ment to commission a study into 
the stress which hunting -with 
bounds causes to faxes - and 


whether this can now be justi- 
fied as a way of controlling then- 
numbers. The report could not 
come at a better time for 
Labour. UnKke the Conserva- 
tives, the party is against hunt- 
ing with hounds. Its manifesto 
promises a free vote in Parlia- 
ment on legislation to outlaw .it. 

Evolution has left- the red 
deer pitifully unequipped for 
porsuitbyhunteisdn horseback 
with dogs. Being “relatively 
sedentary” they Jack the mus- 
culature and s tamina for the 
long moorland chases which last 
on average three hours and cov- 
er 12 miles but can range for 
more than 20. Their natural 
predator is the wolf and wolf 
pursuits are mocb shorter than 
human ernes, the report says. 

The evidence of prolonged, 
acute suffering comes from 
measuring levels of biochemi- 
cals related to exhaustion, 
stress, pain and cell damage in 
blood taken from 61 deer im- 
mediately after they were held 
at bay by the hounds then dis- 
patched with a gunshot. Con- 
centrationswerc compared with 
those in deer at rest those exit- 
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Proud beast: A wild stag near Dufverton, Exmoor (above) and the Devon and Somerset staghounds (below) 


icafly injured in road accidents 
and those shot by stalkers. Pro- 
fessor Bateson said: “It’s clear 
these {hunted] animals are com- 
pletely depleted of resources - 
they are desperately affected by 
. long chases. From the point of 
view of physiology, the results 
are absolutely unambiguous."' 

He and Elizabeth Bradshaw, 
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red blood cells to break up. 
Their damaged muscles leaked 
chemicals into the bloodstream 

A long chase left their blood 
plasma, normally dear, tinged 
magenta red whh freed haemo- 
globin. Blood levels of cortisol, 
a stress hormone which speeds 
up heart rate and releases sug- 
ar into the blood, leapt at the 
start of the hunt and rose as it 
proceeded. So did levels of beta 
endorphin, a natural chemical 
. similar to moiphine involved in 
pain-con troL 

The report says deer which 
escaped the hounds -about half 



r • t 



Mark Rowe ' 

The sculptor Anthony-Noel 
Kelly was last night released on 


investigating auegiauvuo m . 

of parts of dismembered human 

bodies. „ 

The inquiry follows the dis- 
covery of the dismembered 

body parts of up to 30 people 
at his studio and at .a site m 
Kent. Forensic sefemissare Dy- 
ing to identify the remains, 
which are thought to have been 
removed from hospital medical 
schools. _ • • . 

Kelly. 41, a former, abattoir 
worker and butcher and a 
nephew of tbe Duke _of Norfolk, 
has previously admitted smug- 
gling pieces of human corpses 
mto his studio in Gtepham, 
south London, and usifigthem' 
to make plaster casts. The in- 
vestigation is believed to have 
been prompted by a complaint 
from a member of the public 
that he recognised the race of 
an elderly man in a silver-coat-, 
ed piece of. Kelly’s wort 



Released: Kelly in his studio ' Photograph: David Rose 


■ ; The piece, involving the head 
and face with part of the brain 
cut away, carries a price tag of 
£4,500 and was displayed at the 
Contemporary Arts Pair in 
north London in January, ft did 
not find a buyer. He has previ- 
ously admitted: “Tm a little bit 


worried about the old man in 
case someone recognises him." 

Kelly, has recently been lec- 
turing twice a week at the 
Prince of ‘Wales Institute of 
Architecture. The Institute yes- 
terday declined to comment 
on his position. 


The art of controversy 


E^rtien Hirst First stirred. 

Gilbert : arid George: Pro- 
voked outrage wrlharfisSc ex- 
periments involving wrinkly 
nudity and an excrements! 
fetish which toctoded.huge 
pictures of human soccremenL ■ 
Jake and Dfnos Chapmdrite 
Art of foe Hfipeflenrt; invoh^s 
mutant mannequins refash- 
ioned to hxikito products of 
fated biogengtic experiments. 
Actress lUda Swinton spent 
eight hoars a day sleeping on 
a mattress in a glass case at 
London^ Serpentina .Gallery. 


A Scotland Yard spokesman 
said- “Following a request by 
Her Majesty's Inspectorate of 
Anatomy, officers from the 
organised crime group are 
investigating allegations of theft 
and burying of bodies without 
consent. • 


- suffer severe stress, take days 
to recover and would probably 
be left more vulnerable to 
infection and disease. 


bodies 


U A search is being carried out 
in south London and at a venue 
in Kent where a number of body 
parts have been found.” Kelly 
was first arrested on 2 April 

He has never revealed the 
source of the body parts but re- 
cently told the Independent on 
Sunday, "lb get them was a 
sweat,' under the cover of dark- 
ness. I had the police on me 
once because someone had 
tipped them off." 

Kelly, who works in a studio 
characterised by plaster casts of 
elderly human torsos hanging 
from walls, says his aim is to 
challenge notions that health 
and life are the prerequisites of 
beauty. He has aigued that his 
art immortalises the dead and 
said: a I would not wish to hurt 
anyone. While I find beauty in 
death, these are nevertheless 
rotting bodies. You look at 
them and remind yourself, this 
is how we all end up." 

KeBy yesterday said: “Tm 
helping police as much as I can 
and 1 cannot say anything else 
at the moment." 
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Greenpeace solar protest 
on roof of BP headquarters 




Greenpeace tried to torn the heat up on the energy debate 
yesterday when activists placed 25 solar panels on the roof of BP 
Exploration’s headquarters. The protesters dressed in orange 
climbed up the lower part of the building in Aberdeen and laid the 
panels ana two flags around a sign saying “BP Solar not oil'’. 

The environmental pressure group is calling on the company to 
switch £100m from oil exploration to its subsidiary BP Solar. But a 
spokesman for BP Exploration dismisse d the environmen talis ts’ 
challenge as a “piecemeal suggestion” and said that as long as 
there was a demand for oD in the UK, BP would try to meet that 
demand. He said: “These issues can only be decided by 
Government and consumers. The world has a demand for oil and 
the UK oil industry is one of our most successful industries. 





Billie- Jo’s inquest adjourned 


The inquest into the death of murdered schoolgirl Billie- Jo Jenkins 
was opened and adjourned yesterday until the trial of her fester 
father. Bfllie-Jo, 13, was bludgeoned repeatedly over the head with 
an ISin metal tent spike as she painted the patio doors of her home 
in Hastings, East Sussex, on 15 February. Her foster father, Sion 
Je nkins . 39, is on bail charged with her murder. 


Kennedy makes classic return 


lo the delight of muac-lovers and 
Aston Villa fans the violinist Nigel 
Kennedy (left) will give his first major 
concert tonight since he went into 
“retirement’’ in 1992. It marks 
something of a return for Kenneth', 
who brought classical music to a mass 
audience with his interpretation of 
Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons. A football 
devotee who has always seemed to 
relish the sobriquet ‘'unconventional’’, 
Kennedy has shaved off the goatee 
beard and left behind his punkish 
clothes which made him famous. However, his punk period has 
given way to a new style of “street-urchin”. After five years away, 
when he has apparently done very little except “come to terms with 
hims elf as a musical free spirit”, Kennedy will be performing pieces 
by Bach, Bartok and Jimi Hendrix at the Royal Festival Hall in 
central London. Simon Reeve 




Moves to curb rail suicides 


Measures were unveiled yesterday to prevent the increasing 
number of suicides on Britain's railway network by Rail track, the 
owners of the nation’s track and si gnalling , and support group the 
Samaritans. With the number of deaths on the rail network now 


Saxophonist Jo Wells who was unable to resume 

- r- 


topping 170 a year, the privatised train services are trying to tackle 
the problem. Stations mil get posters highli ghting a dedicated 


the problem. Stations will get posters hi g hli ghting a dedicated 
advice line and cany the message: “There is a Samaritan at this 
station 24 hours a day.” The measures were launched on the Great 
North Eastern Railway, one of the lines with the highest suicide 
rates on the network. GNER - formerly Intercity East Coast - has 
seen more than 120 suicides between London and Berwick since 
the line was fully electrified in July 1991. Randeep Ramesh 
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BUdgie runs into turbulence 



Sleepy Kids, the children’s cartoon and 
merchandising group which owns the 
rights to the Duchess of York’s Budgie 
the Little Helicopter brand, has run 
into financial turbulence. The company 
announced a net profit of £292,000 for 
the 14 months to December -down 
from £890,000 in the previous year. 
Martin Powell, chairman of Sleepy 
Kids, said a delay in completing a deal 
to distribute Budgie videos in the 
United States was to blame. He had 
hoped the agreement would have been 
signed last September, but it was 

delayed until January. The group is currently in dispute with its US 
agent over commissions. Chris Hughes 



Silcott wins legal aid to sue police 


Winston Silcott, whose conviction for the murder of Constable 
Keith Blakelock during the Broadwater Farm riots in 1985 was 
overturned by the Court of Appeal, has regained the right to legal 
aid to sue the Metropolitan Police over its inquiry into the killing 
Silcott, 37, who is currently serving a life sentence for the murder of 
boxer Anthony Smith, had legal aid withdrawn last November, but it 
was reinstated following an appeal by a Legal Aid Area Committee. 


- ' Jfc. professional musician whose career wflh top pop 
Nnds was wrecked by the Marchioness' rtoer- 
#“\boat disaster yesterday accepted £150,000 
damages. - 

' Jo Walls, 38, was at the party on board the pteat- 
~sure cruiser when a collided wfft the sand dredger the 
Bowberte iri August 1989 (tiffing 51 people. 

-' The High Court in London heard howshehad toured 
ttravrorid with pop {poups Teas for Feare and the Com- 
munards before the accident PeteTownshend-, of The 
Who^dascribedheras ‘‘exceptioriaTandsaid she was 
" certainly the best soprano saxophonist 1 haws, ever 
. heard In pop”-. 

But after the accident &i which she almost drowned, . 
she suffered severe depression and had not been able, 
to resume her music, It was daimed/lnstead of earn-; 
ing afi estimated £40,000 a year or more If she had 
gone on to a successful solo career; she had beeare- 
: duced to working as a cleaner. 

. The Owners of the Bowbafle andtoa Marchioness 
admitted liability but there was/atibpute about the 
amountof damages. They Initially claimed die had been . 
burnt out before the. accident and would have been 
unlikely to have further success. Theyateo questioned 
what she had actually earned at the time; pointing to 
a lack of documentary-evklencetaprove^ - ’ 

But at a resumed hearing in.toe High Court In Pre- 
ston yesterday, Mr Justice Kay approved, art agreed 
settlement of £150,000 damages plus costs. 




fbro,GreaterRfaricheste^^rft>9erc'pe^^|| m 
at the p resfigtoosCheftanis 
Chester. She beat lOJXIC^ttityyoung ’ 

a scholarship to the Roya^CoBege dUU^^'Lcrab^i ^ 
• with her then instrument, the cterlrat 
her studios tolaunch a pop career ['• 

ing the Ptrtk, before enjoying significant suocKesvi^ti .■ 
Tears forFears and the Communards. : \'.VkV 

Michael Redfem QC, lOTCouraeLsaMSheiififtffBp*? 
veloped pos H r auma tk? stress disorder wjifch afrew^f 
ed hp* concentration after the accident to wffif&i-ffef ~ 

cousin died. j ' • . . ■ 

* She had begun and then dropped out atsiauvefe 
srty course and binged on botttes of Scotch ad site 
tried to come to terms wth toe tragedy. Ms Wells said 
she draft "to numb toe feefings and sense of loss”; 

A Jury at a coroner's court in 1995 decided the 51. 
vlctiihs had been “untewfctylallscr when toeSdwbafle 
struck the stem of the Marchioness near Southwark - 
Bridge .an 20 August 1989. The pleasure boat’s up-, 
per deck was ripped away, klllmg many people who . 
were on the dance floor downstans when the cofflskm: 
happened. Survivors and relatives of victims clafrned 
that those responsible tor the disaster stwuWifai^ 
manslaughter charges for a “Hit and am academy §j|| 
^ which the BowbeSe brokem ari t ii no rules. Butthie.Cro^^ 
Prosecution Service decided last year toatnqctfroHS 
. naf eharges would be brought 
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Hero yachtsman 
joins ocean 
racing elite 


HOME INSURANCE 


GALLING 


THIS NUMBER 


COULD BE A 


The solo yachtsman Pete Goss, who 
gave up his own chance of sporting 
victory to save another sailors life 
was awarded a special trophy for his 
achievements yesterday. 

Goss, 35, was honoured with the 
Royal Ocean Racing Club’s Trophy for 
Outstanding Seamanship for rescuing 
Frenchman Raphael Dinelli in moun- 
tainous seas In the Southern Ocean in 
December during the Vendee Globe . - 
round-the-world race. Only six other 
peqple have been given the honour 
since it was set upln 1981. 

He received the award In London . 
from Terry Robinson, the racing club’s 
commandant, who praised Goss's . 
“courageous determination” in the 
face of a terrifying situation. 

The actress Joanna Lumley pre- 
sented him with a bouquet bearing 
the message: “Flowers for a hero, 
love and congratulations.” 

The Comisnmen Is also to receive 
France’s most celebrated award for 
bravery, the Legion d’Honneur, . 



Goss, a former Royal Marine who is 
married with three children, went on to 
finish the race In a new British record 
of 140 days despite the detour which 
cost him his chance of winning toe 
24,000-mile race. He said the award 
was “partlcularty special because it 
comes from people who know exactly 
what I have been through”. 

He said he had been amazed since 
his return by the number of people 
who had asked whether he regretted 
his actions. “If s a question that never . 
even crossed my mind. Sailors live by 
unstated rules which they learn very 
early on. When you talk about the life 
of a sailor at stake, everything else is 
forgotten.” ' Louise Jury 


BETTER POLICY. 


Mountain adventure on the Net 


Ring the Freephone number below, and you'll get £5 
off the first £50 you spend at Homebase. even if you 
don't take out a policy. And if 
you do. we’ll give you £50 

worth of vouchers to spend HOMEBASE 

on security products. HOME A CONTENTS INSURANCE 
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0: What next for an explorer who has 
viewed with amazement the world laid 
out before him from the summit of 
Everest? A: Show toe rest of the world 
what it looks like. 

The veteran mountaineer, Sir Chris 
Bonington, will embark on another high 
altitude odyssey next week when he 
leaves for toe foothills of on unexplored 
Tibetan mountain. 

However, tote lime toe public will not 
have to rely merely on newspaper reports 
and photographs to follow the 
adventurer’s climb for he is carrying with 
him a digital camera and satellite phone 
to transmit photographs around toe world 
via the Internet in minutes. 

The 62-year-old climber has been 
waiting for 1 2 years to gain permission 
from toe Chinese authorities to enter toe 
Nyaln-Quen-Tbnglha mountain range. His 
seven-man team leaves next week and 
aims to reach the summit of a 6,950 


metre peak named Sepu Kangri, as yet ' 

' unclimbed by Europeans, by the middle - 
of May. 

“I am very excited about -this project 
We can send back both text and actual 
images and we can update toe website 
daily, so that anyone in the world can-join 
our climb, " Bonington said yesterday. 

“But it does have a slightly evangelical 
level to it, because people tend to get 
more excited about the fastest Journeys 
and the biggest mountains, which is 
going away from what I think is toe 
romantic tradition of mountaineering and 
exploration of going info unknown places. 

“Using this technology I hope we can 
show toe ordinary person m toe street 
what a wonderful unknown world we still 
have, and how good it is to go into It." 

From 18 April Images and text from toe 
expedition will be available on website 
http://www.bon5ngton.ctmi. 

Matthew Brace 
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MEDICINE 


VSaccine hope for 
fighting heart disease 


A vaccine has been defvetoped to Mods the txansforinatfoa of 
“good*’ cholesterol into tho "bad” version that leads to heart 
disease, it was reported ’today. ; = ’ 

The vaccine has .bees Bhnwa taxeduce fatty deposits on artery, 
walls in rabbits, and if it proved equally 1 effective m h tonaig it could 
ptovide a safer and cheaper of fighting heart disease (ban 
- rholasteroHdweElag drugs. 

1 Cholesterol travels in the bloodstream in compounds called 
high - dens ity lipoproteins (HDL) or kw-deosrty and very-low- 
density lipoproteins (LDL and VLDLJ. HDL, carries cholesterol 
molecules away from body tissues for disposal and is associated 
with a low risk of heart disease. But LDL sod VLDL, which carry 

I I 1 . .L. riniu mu, (mm (oHU ttlrmff flip 


The research, reported in New Scientist ma g a z in e, is being 
carried out fcw T Cell Sciences, a biotechnology company in 
Needham, Massachusetts, USA. 


CUSTOMER CARE : 

Car dealers selling drivers short 


Drivers are receiving a poor standard of service from franchised 
dealers, according to a surrey disclosed today. 

They are also for from happy with the quality of European-made 


cars and it is mainly Japanese models that top a satisfaction table. 
Coradry-based Jaguar; Wreret; did make tit Into the top 10 of the 
tabfeand was also rated as tise company which had improved most 
since last yean 

The findings came in die UK Customer Satisfaction Study 
conducted annually by car consumer experts JD Power; in ' 
association with MiCTsJbp Guar programme. 

From foforaafiou provided by more than 16,400 owners and 
drivers ofM-registafei cart, die survey found that motorists were 
most happy with Japanese car company Stteani. "Second-equal 
most satisfying makes of car were Honda oT Japan and Kia of 
Korea. Jaguar was in eighth place and the omty other European 
manufacturer in the top 10 was Germany’s BMTO& which was 16th 
«4p®LA spokesman tor JD Bower sakfc “It is dear from these 
findings that a segment of the motor trade is not keeping place with 
(be levels of customer service that the puhHc has come to expect” 


TRAVEL 

Manchester airport loses altitude 


. Manchester has been overtaken by Singapore’s Changj as the 
favourite airport for long-haul passengers, the International Air 
Ttansport Association rad yesterday. Changfs ultra-modern 
terminal ousted Manchester, which is undergoing major 
reconstruction, from die top spot it held last 
year in a poll based on the views of some 
55,000 people and covering 54 airports. IAEA 
said Manchester’s strong position despite 
building work could reflect the attitude of 
the airport's staff who came top of a separate 
section of the survey for courtesy and 
friendliness to travellers. Athens, bottom of 
the poll last year and for years target of 
fierce criticism from the travel trade, was • 
voted the most improved airport Gatwicfc, 
which came 12th in the overall, rating, came, 
top far special services for overseas visitors, 
second for staff courtesy, aadsecond equal 
• for efficiency of cbeck-in^^jte> m 


INDUSTRY 




Stosses sacrificing their holidays 


More than one In three company finance directors do not take all 
their holidays - even though t&ey believe workers are more 
effective if they use their fUD entitlement, a new survey shows 
today Out of 200 chiefs questioned, 37 per cent said they 

never took their taH entitlement, often blaming pressure of work. 
Ifet almost all those polled by recruitment firm Reed Accountancy 
Personnel said staff should take all their holidays to be effective at 
work. Respondents said they expected employees to have a private 
Ufe and “regenerate their batteries”, but many said that despite 
plans to take their own full entitlement of days off* they never did. 


HEALTH 

Brain damage found in ecstasy user 


Doctors have described how a 26-year-old woman suffered brain 
damage and had her memory blotted out after taking just half an 
ecstasy tablet 

Dr Josef Spatt of Vienna's Ludwig Botnnann Institute for 
Epilepsy and Neuromuscular Disease said she bad a seizure three 
days after taking the drug and later showed “regressive infan tile 
behaviour and fear”. She recovered, but was plagued by memory 
problems which eventually led to her being admitted to Dr Span’s 
clinic.’ After nine months there was only slight improvement in her 
memory. Writing in. the Journal of Neurology, Neurosurgery and 


Psychiatry, Dr Spatt said brain scans showed lesions in an area of the 
brain essential for episodic memory function and known to be where 
ecstasy causes damage in experiments with laboratory animals. 


BUSINESS 


Managers lead by example on pay 


Pay rises for company managers averaged 3.4 per cent over the 
past year; reflecting a “remarkable” period of wage stability 
according to a new report by the Reward Group research 
organisation. It said the recent period of pay stability was 
remarkable compared with the volatility of increases in 
1991-92. The biggest pay rises were In Hertfordshire and Essex ■' 
<43 per cent), London (3.7 per cent) and the North-west (3.6 pcr 
cent). Lowest were in the South-west and north-east Midlands 
(3 per cent) and Tbrkshire and the North-east (33 per cent). 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 412% of 
the raw material for UK ne w sp a p e rs 
in the first half of 1996 
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The sun is changing ti he way we live 


Arctic ozone 

layer at recced 
» low in March 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


If you spent the Easter break 
basking in the unexpected 
March sunshine, you may pay 
for it later in life with skin can- 
cer. The ozone layer above the 
Arctic fell to a record low near 
the end of the month, accord- 
ing to new satellite data released 
yesterday by the US space 
agency Nasa. 

The ozone layer, which pro- 
tects us from potentially harm- 
ful ultraviolet sunlight, was 40 
per cent thinner last month 
than the average between 1979 
and 1982. Though not a “hole”, 
this continues a downward 
trend: last year, the March lev- 
el was 24 per cent down on the 
1979-1982 levels. 

The risks of enjoying sunny 
weather are much greater in 
Britain' early in the year com- 
pared with summer. The ozone 
layer always t hins in March 
meaning that unprotected sun-, 
bathing in spring can be more 
hazardous in the long term. 

Last November, an expert 
panel of scientists told the Gov- 
ernment that 8,000 extra skin 
cancer cases would be caused in 
Britain by increased UV expo- 
sure. At present, there are 
80,000 cases annually in this 
country. 

The report said children to- 
day will face a lifetime risk Of 
skin cancer which is 4-10 per 
cent higher because of ozone 
damage. The increase in ultra- 
violet light is also expected.to 
affe ct crops and animals, plank- 
ton in the sea, and synthenc ma- 
terials, although it is not yet. 
possible to gauge the damage. 

Worldwide, the average 
ozone layer has a thickness of 
300. “Dobson units’* - about 
equal to two stacked lp pieces. 
In March, the Arctic level fell 
to 219 Dobson units. In the 
Antarctic, the ozone “hole" 
measures about 100 Dobson- 
units. 

“Some people have got the" 
message that the sun can be 
dangerous," said Kate Law, 


head of clinical programs at the 
Cancer Research Campaign 
“But a good proportion only 
take protection when they’re 
abroad because they thhitc feaT s 
where the danger is. A recent 
survey found that one in 12peo- 
ple here insisted that the sun 
doesn't cause cancer -so there’s 
still some work to do.* 

The most impor tant precau- 
tion to take is tomake sure that 
children axe well-protected 
from the sun,' she said. Studies 
have shown that high exposure 
to ultraviolet light when young 
gives a predisposition to skin 
cancer latex in life. " 

“1 was in Regent’s Park today 
with a TV crew talking to peo- 
ple. The problem is that they 
don't lilcft being lectured,' 
' it was nice to see that the 
were pro p ert y covered 


— iorts and long-sleeved shirts, 
even if their parents wenin’t.” 
■Britain has accused the Unit- . 
ed States of dragging its feet on 
implementing steps to reduce 

the greenhouse emisgininc that 
are blamed for climate chang e 
and global warming, writes 
David Csborne in NewYtafc. 

John Gummer, the Secretary 
of State for the Environment 
shocked UN delegates by visi- 
bly fulminating at the close of 
a speech delivered on behalf of 
the US government by Ameri- 
ca’s ambassador to the UN, B31 
Richardson. 

Mr Richardson later told 
British officials he had been 
“yelled at" by Mr Gummer, who 
was seated next to Him. 

In his own speech Mr Gum- 
mer said: “The US has the ca- 
pability to deal with the serious 
disruptions that climate change 
wffl bring,- but the rest of the 
world does not 

“In 25 years’ time, when 
countries are. feeing starvation 
or inundation, who nrgcdng to 
pick up fee tab? The sadness 
w 'America is that politicians 
have -not been willing to oom- 
municatfrto their puttie what is 
atstateherei^* • y :U>r -' 

Leading article, page 19 ' 



Raw facts: Bare shoulders are In vogue for this Chanel model (left) as they were for bothers back in 1913. Future generations may have to cover up 


Photographs: Ben Owes 


Fashion learns Victorian lesson about a Mr skin 


Melanie Rickey 


Wearing shorts, swim-suits and 
bikinis in the sun could soon 
become a thing of the past as 
the ozone layer continues to 
deplete. Judging by the buret 
feces affected by the early April 
sun, UV rays have, as predict- 
ed, have become more potent. 

For those worried about skin 
cancer statistics, Arabic robes 
could become the beachwearof 
choice by 2010. • 

In 1995, die most popular sun 


cream sold at Boots was SPF 8. 
In 1996 it had nearly doubled 
to SPF 15. 

“We told customers never to 
use artyfeing below SPF 15 and 
it has worked," said a Boots 
spokeswoman. The company 
has even produced an SPF 50 
mole stick, for those worried 
that their freckles and moles 
may becoming malignant 

The world of high fashion 
blissfully ignores scares such as 
these. Gianni Versace has a 
range of itsy-bitsy bikinis that 


leave little tb the imagination, 
as does Calvin Klein, Chanel, 
and every big designer under 
the, ahem, sun. 

At Harvey Nichols, Temagin 
Thompson, the beachwear buy- 
er makes no bones about her 
itsy-bitsy stock: “Sony, but I do 
buy purely from an aesthetic an- 
gfeBOrinisare really strong the - 
year, especially in sporty and , 
asymmetric styles, but we do 
recommend that older women 
opt for styles that cover up their 
cleavage and neck areas, as 


the skin there ages quickly". 

There are some companies, 
however, which are providing 
safe clothing. Husband and 
wife team Hm and Jenny Hol- 
loway have created a range of 
doilies called Sun Smart, all of 
the which have an SPF of 50, 
Their clothes, beach um- 
brellas and sunglasses axe rec- 
ommended by the Health 
Education Authority. 

Adult-sized Tshirts and base- 
ball caps with UV monitors 
from the company Creative 


Expressions are also available. 
When these garments are ex- 
posed to sunlight, their designs 
become increasingly visible. It 
is only a matter of time before 
further collections of sun-proof 
clothing are available in this 
country, as they have been for 
years in Australia. 

Most super-models, including 
Kate Moss, have a slight tan, 
proving that women do still 
want a slightly sun-kissed look. 
But fee deep tan is now seen as 
ugly and unhealthy. 


The fashion debate about sun 
protection boQs down to simple 
feds. The fashion designers 
will continue to expose flesh, as 
long as it is safe to walk out of 
doors, so it is up to consumers 
to protect themselves. 

As long as the body is covered 
in at least SPF 15 and a hat 
there’s no point in worrying too 
much. Adequate protection is 
easy with the vast range on of- 
fer from cosmetics companies. 
So wear what you want, within 
reason, before it's too late. 



a 



Jonathan Gtonccy 

“Architecture", wrote Le Cor- 
busier, the 20th century’s great- 
est archited, “is the masterly, 
corned and magnificent play of 
masses brought together in 
light." 

Today, architects spend an in- 
creasing amount of their time 
trying to keep light at bay. Tb 
be fair, the sun has always been 
both friend and foe, and archi- 
tects since the earliest civilisa- 
tions have been encouraged to 
mollify its intensity. In feet, it has 
only been relatively recently 
that they have allowed the sun 
to sear its way into every room. 

For centuries, various de- 
signs and combinations of thick 
walls, deep eaves, shutters, bas- 


es- sole fl, verandahs and -ar- 
cades have been employed to 
keep us cool. No one knew 
about the link between the 
sun’s rays and skin cancer un- 
til very recently, but no one 
-wanted to be dazded or fiazzted- 
by the midday sun. Except, of 
course, the English, who for 
decades have been resistant to ■ . 
any farm of sunshading for 
h miding s or streets; 

Over the past decade, how- 
ever, sunscreens have begun to 
appear on new offices (such as 
those at Stockley Paris, the 
United States-style business 
park near Heathrow airport), 
schools and major pub He build- 
iogs such as the British Li- 
brary. As wen as keeping, the sun 
at bay, both inside and around 


the edges ofbufldings. these also 
help to decrease the energy 
needed to cod them. 

. Oh the whole, we are safe 
from the sun indoors and only 
in danger out of doors. Even so, 
iUfc stm rare in britain to see ar- 
cades, whidi allow us to walk in 
driving rain or scorching sun 
without being enclosed just as 
our predecessors did when out 
strolling along John Nash's 
original Regent Street in Lon- 
doa o*as hidw stoppers still do 
at the Pantiles in Thn bridge 
■"Wells, for example. 

Techniques for keeping cool 
and safe mom the sun are well 
known; fried, tested and as old 
as ancient Greece. It really, is 
time to adopt them now and at 
precious little extra "dost. Any 


' overtly technological solution is 
in danger of using energy, gen- 
exating heat andcontributing to 
fee problem of global wanning. 
But there are ways to protect us 
and save on energy. 

Some of fee latest interna- 
tional stadiums, for example, 
feature deep canopies designed 
to keep the sun out of specta- 
tor' eyes at afl times of fee day 
while generating up to 40 per 
cent of the electricity needed to 
run them through solar panels. 

The problem at the moment 
■is not so much a lack of ideas 
or technologies, old and new. 
.but the feet that there are no 
guidelines, much less legislation, 
to ensure that buildin g s help to 
keep us safe from the worst ef- 
fects of the unmitigated sun. 


Midland Bank pic reserves the right not to open an account Credit subject to status. Call 0800 180 180 lor full written details. 


Cancer experts split over 

risk to children 
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Glenda Cooper ' 

Snriaf Affairs Correspondent 

Cancer experts were dndded. tot 
' night over a new report which 
says that living near industrial f 
sites or motorways ; could put 
children at increased nsk oroe- 
vdoping cancer. . ■ 

A new study published today 
claims that childn^ living near 

sources of atmospheric polio- 
don, such as steel , 

rettncri<s,are 20 pcroentmOTe 

likely mdic of leukaem* lorofe- 

er chikfhood cancers. It adds 
thaltbere is also a significant 

excess" of cases involvin g cni l- 
drcn who lived near motorways 

inc experts - inciting Sir. 

rent nat»iMsi<fy 

ameer [UKCCSl - fesr™®™ - 

findings of Professor. . 

. Knox's study. 

... made “no sense in a toojogwd . 

! way or a methodological 

Professor Knops study - 
’k- wHlch appears ixi lhcJounuuty . 

£m demto&ff a* 1 Community. 

• Health - looked at morefean 
Trim rfiiWimx who died of can- 
• cer up to the age .of 15 between, 

. 1953 and 1980 . His team noted 


New study finds access deaths 
from living near pollution source 


cancer rates in children by post 
code and then drew a -map 
showing locations of power 


- They found a tendency for 
cancer cases near furnaces, re- 
fineries, car and battery facto- 
ries, crematoria and power 
stations — although, with a few 

-T-— f rl-mt- 


did not appear dangerous. 
-.'Near motorways and rail- 
ways there were bwweea 15 and ^ 

20 percentmore cases of can- 
cer than would normally be ex- 


pected, the t 

^ The- authors, conclud ed that 
childhood, cancers were geo- 
grapWcalfy associated with two 
main types of industrial polhi- 
tioh: volatile gases from petro- 
leum and smoke and gas from 


The study takes no account of 
other possible causes such as 
diet or cancer-canying gmes- 

“If geogiaphicaldustering is 
g enuine and not a demograpb- 
fe artefact, as fe now clear, ffieo 

it must reflect'fee existence of • 
localised 'environmental baz- 


ards,” Professor Knox wrote. 
“Fpra comprehensive single es- 
ptenation^ we must favour direct 
exposure of pregnant women or 
young children to airborne sub- 
stances differing ^ ^into the sur- 
rounding environment.” 

-He said industry could hot 

eliminate all pollutants alto- 
gether, but once identified spe- 
.dfic ones could be reduced 
' and mothers could, be warned 
against certain occnpations- 
: But Sir Richard DoD said that 
. Professor Knox's study was “hy-. 
potberifr-forming but not con- 
clusive" and.be red not find the 
argument “compefling" . 

“It is an extremely complex 
methodology and he has not got 
a control study ... There is no 
obvious' connection between 
industrial rites and cancer.” 

He said UKCCS would look 
at some of fee hypotheses, of 
which, fee priority would be to 
looliatwhefter Kvingnear main 


r Professor Gordon MpVfe, 
daeetox of fee Cancer Re- 
search Campaign said be was 


*hiot greatly moved" by the 
study. “There is nothing par- 
. ticuiariy new in this. It is quite 
provocative in some ways... but 
it doesn't all hang together.” 

He questioned the finding on 
motorways saying it was hard to 
believe that roads where cars 
pass quickly would bring about 
cancer dusters whereas those 
where ears emit more fumes 
fr o m traffic jams would not. 

Professor Ray Cartwright, 
head of 'Leukaemia Research 
Fund’s department of clinical 
epkletnictogyandoftbeUKCXlS 
epidemiologists, attacked fee 
study for its methodology. Tt 
uses postcode areas but we do 
not know hew many people that 
covers _. We cannot accept this 
'.study as it is. You need to take 
individual people and look at 
.aqrajences." 

: to the criticisms last 
nighfr Professor Knox said that 
his research was important and 
could now be used as a starting 
print to see if there was a bet- 
ter way of discovering the rea- 
sons for childhood cancer 
dustets“h does make sense, and 
it is fee best methodology there 
is at fee. moment ... You can’t 
throw away fee facts because 
you don’t Kke the theory." 



► Midland Bank 
introduces the handy 
£50 Buffer Zone. 
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Midland 


' — The Listening Bank 


We think it’s unfair to charge people for 
slipping a few pounds in fee red, that's why 
we've introduced a safety margin of up to £50. 
A penalty-free Buffer Zone that’s always there 
should you need it 

If you need an overdraft, you could now apply 
for one up to £3,000 and with no set-up 
charges or monthly fees. 

The Buffer Zone is just one of the many bright 
ideas that wfe've built into the new Midland 
Bank Account 
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ACER 


133MHz Pentium Processor. 

16 Mb RAM. 1.2Gb hard disk. 

Eight speed multimedia. 1Mb PG 
graphics. 14' SVGA colour monitor. 
Windows '95 and Works. 

Was £4449: £999. 

MODEL: Acer Acros PI33. 
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150MHz Pentium Processor 

l$Mb RAM- 2Gb harddisk. 

Eight speed -CD-Rom drive. Stereo 
soundcard and speakers. 28£Kbps 
data/fax modem. Media select 
panel Over £1000 worth ©f 
software.* Was £1799. 

MODE: PadanJ Bdl 3007a 
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Lovjtedi ProScan Colour ADF. 

AA page feed 24-bit colour scanner. 
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full suite erf document manage^ 

software. Complete with Advanced 
Document Feeder. 
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APRICOT 

150MHZ PENTIUM PROCESSOR. 

16Mb' RAM. 2.5Gb hard disk. 1Mb PCI graphics 
Eight speed multimedia. 28.8Kbps data/fax 
modem. 14“ SVGA colour monitor. Includes 
Windows *95. 

Was £1599. ■ 

MODEL: Apricot MS540 PI 50. 
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SAVES £20 

Memayaash on Penphenque and 
Master Memory SIMM (4Mb, 8Mb 
and 16Mb RAM only). Save up to 
E20 (Le. Master from 


Mem«Y 16MB EDO) -IQ' AA 
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Iomega Zip Drive. 

Fast data storage and 
retrieval Internal or external 
setup. SCSI or parallel 
connection. 

Was £149. 
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OLIVETTI 

133MHz Pentium Processor 

3 Mb RAM. 1 Gb hand disk. 

US* SVGA 
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news 


Family ties: Doubts cast on stereotypes about modern, caring fathers and their rebellious offspring 



yearn for 



more 
with dads 


Gle nda Cooper 

Social Affairs Correspondent 

The idea of the New Dad is more 
myth than reality, it was claimed 
yesterday. A survey has shown 
fathers are remaining distan t from 
their children, although their kids 
want more attention. 

The report, which questioned 
1,000 children between eight and 15, 
found that one in five could not r eran 
sharing an activity with their fa there 
during the previous week. 

_ But, said the survey commis- 
sioned by the National Soaeiy for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Chil dren 
nearly SO per cent wanted their 
dads to spend more time with them, 
2 per cent more than wanted time 
with their mothers. 

Most children were taking part in 
some family-based activity at least 
once a week, such as watching tele- 
vision as a family, or visited relatives. 
Only half said that they played with 
members of their family once a 
week, such as kicking around a foot- 
ball or playing board games. 

But when they were asked about 
activities undertaken with specific 
members of the family, children re- 
ported doing far fewer things with 


their father. More than six out of 10 < 
had done jobs around the house or 
garden with their mothers, compared 
with 37 per cent with, their fathers. 

Half (fid homework or reading 
with mums, with only 34 per cent 
turning to their dads. The only ac- 
tivity where dads scored more was 
in trips to the cinema or football 
matches. When it came to no activ- 
ities at all, 19 percent said they had 
done nothing with their fathers, 
more than twice the number which 
■Mitt that about their mothers. 

Activities tended to follow tradi-.. 
tional domestic lines, with girls help- 
ing mum in the home and boys going 
out with dad. 

And children’s perceptions of 
their parents' role fell along stereo- 
typical lines tea A significant ma- 
jority of children questioned thought 
their mum’s place was in the kitchen 
while their dad’s was in the garage, 
mending electrical items. 

Children did not lack hugs and 
kisses from their parents, although 
girls were more likely to receive phys- 
ical affection than boys. Mothers 
were approached more than fathers 
when advice was needed. 

Of all eight to 11-year-olds sur- 
veyed, almost 90 per cent would con- 



'fendomess: Ninettes dads may be more affectionate than they used to be, but many children still have little to do with their lathers 


fide in their mothers, while only 60 
per cent would talk to their fathers. 

And nearly three times as many 
12- to 15-year-olds questioned would 
talk to their mothers rather than their 
fathers about health and puberty. 


The family unit generally re- 
mained strong said the NSPCC with 
nearly three quarters of children liv- 
ing with both natural parents. 

But for the 16 percent who were 
in a single parent family, a third said 


that they never saw the absent par- 
ent, which in nine limes out of 10 was 
their father. 

Jim Harding, director of the char- 
ity, said: “This survey presents a 
reassuring picture of childhood. 


with most children enjoying dose and 
loving relationships with both their 
parents. 

“But even in the 1990s, some fa- 
thers appear to be remote figures. 
We cannot say whether this is a 


Photograph: Pauline Lawrence 


result of heavy workloads or other 
factors. But what is clear from the 
survey is that most of the children 
did want their dads to spend time 
with them.” 

Leading article, page 19 


School’s in, says Britain’s new generation of swots 


Glenda Cooper 


Rebellious, disrespectful and 
disruptive? Not at alL Britain’s 
youth are far more likely to be 
serious and studious, according 
to the Talking About My Gen- 
eration survey. 

Doing well in examinations * 
was the most important tbmg 
amongst nine out of 10 children 
- more so than pleasing their 
parents, looking good or win- 
ning a competition. 


That certainly seemed to be 
the case yesterday at South 
Camden Community School, a 
comprehensive school for 800 
pup us in north London, where 
pupils aged between 12 and 16 
insisted that exams were the 
most important things in then- 
lives. 

■ Estb^r Anatox^melo 
“GCSEs and Alevets can make 
people freak out but you can’t 
go to college or get that good 
a job without education.” 


She was heaitOy endorsed by 
her fellow pupCs, who said they 
did not even mind having exams 
before the all-important GC- 
SEs, so that they could get 
used to the examination 
process. “If you only do exams 
once, you don’t' have enough 
experience,” said Noras Al- 
-anraam. ‘And your parents can 
help you in doing these sorts of 


fou’re going to have pres- 
sure mi you the rest of your fife,” 


Esther added. “So this is a 
good way of getting used to it” 
Only John Agbe dissented: “I 
don't know whether the best 
way of seeing bow good some- 
one is is by sitting down writing 
things ona stupid bit of paper.” 

While school posed few wor- 
ries for them, the teenagers said 
they worried about increasing 
violence on the streets. 

In the report, one in five chU- 
dren aged eight to 11 worry so 
much that they can be de- 


scribed as “anxious”, with girls 
suffering most 

“It’s not so much now but in 
the winter when it’s seven or 
eight o’clock, and dark, it gets 
scary if you are walking around 
alone,” said Tooba Ahmadi. 

“You feel there are so many 
crimes and you don’t know 
what is going to happen,” she 
said. 

“Boys are scared as well as 
girls,” said Esher. ‘They can get 
beaten up as welL” 


But the boys and girls also 
said that teenagers were unfairly 
seen as being violent and bad- 
ly behaved. 

“If my brother walks down 
the street old ladies think that 
he is going to mug them and 
hold their bags tighter. It is just 
people reacting to stereotypes,” 
Esther said. 

“Older people say all sorts of 
bad things about you if you are 
a teenager," saidlboba. “When 
you are going on the buses old 


people don't trust you just be- 
cause you might be one of 
those people.” 

As for restrictions, the survey 
found that children respect the 
views of their parents, and less 
than 25 per cent think they 
ought to be the ones to decide 
what time to come home. How- 
ever, the South Camden pupils 
felt that they knew how to live 
their lives sensibly. 

“You can’t make a teenager 
do what they don’t want to,” 


said Noras. “A lot of adults don't 
know about practical things 
that are going on now, “added 
John. “Their ideas can be dif- 
ferent- Life bas changed.” 

“Adults should sit back and 
listen to teenagers. Some 
teenagers know more about 
what's going on now,” Esther 
said. 

“They don’t know what’s go- 
ing on in everyday life. You have 
to say ‘It’s not the Sixties any 
more, it's the Nineties’.” 
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Fingerprinting 
errors could 
free dozens 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Dozens of convictions could be 
reviewed after questions were 
raised about the accuracy of a 
Scotland Yard fingerprint ex- 
pert, thrown into question 
yesterday after a trial of an 
alleged burglar collapsed. 

During the trial of a man who 
was accused of breaking into the 
home of television presenter 
and journalist Dr Miriam Stop- 
pard, it emerged that suppos- 
edly matching prints were 
“fatally flawed". 

South Yorkshire police have 
been asked to investigate the 
case, which involves an expert 
from the Metropolitan Police's 
fingerprint bureau. Dozens of 
previous convictions in which 
fingerprint evidence was used 
are being re-examined. If fun- 
damental errors are uncovered, 
it may lead to a flood of appeals. 

Positive matches of finger- 
prints are considered flaw-proof 
and Scotland Yard said that this 
was the first time a false read- 
ing had been provided in a 
trial during the bureau's 96-year 
history. 

The controversy arose from 
the trial of Andrew Chiori, 21, 
who was accused of breaking 
into Dr Stoppard's west London 


home in 1995 and stealing 
£41,000 worth of valuables. 

Southwark Crown Court 
heard that Scotland Yard finger 
print expert Simon Harris was 
“in no doubt" Mr Cbiori was re- 


at the crime scene. But 
experts called by Mr Orion's le- 
gal team said Mr Harris’s con- 
clusions were ffataGy flawed". 

Mr Chiori was formally ac- 
quitted yesterday after Peter 
Grieves- Smith, prosecuting, 
conceded Mr Harris made “an 
error of judgement". Mr Orion 
spent two months in jail on re- 
mand before being released. 

Mr Grieves-Smith told Judge 
Butler: “I am asked to apologise 
for the error that he made. The 
work, he has done in the past is 
being double-checked’’. 

Judge Butler replied: “He 
simply got it wrong? Well, we ail 
make mistakes. But he’ll have 
to explain it to the inquiry. 

“But there is no doubt 
thrown on the etoicacy of 
fingerprint evidence being used 
for the prosecution, provided 
the expert does his work prop- 
erly," he added. 

Detective Superintendent 
David Foss, of South York- 
shire Police, has been asked to 
investigate the case. A Scotland 
Yard spokeswoman said it was 


a “human error”. “It’s the first 
time this has happened at the 
Metropolitan Police fingerprint 
bureau." 

The issue of fingerprint evi- 
dence was raised last November 
when some of Britain's leading 
forensic experts accused chief 
constables of scrapping the 


matches to boost convictions. 
Fingerprint specialists at Scot- 
land Yard tola The Independent 
they were angry that police 
chiefs have decided the current 
16-point match standard is un- 
necessarily tough and results in 
guilty people going free. 

The Association of Chief Po- 
lice Officers (Acpo) has agreed 
to drop the existing standard in 
favour of one used in Australia 
in which the prosecution relies 
upon a qualified expert to de- 
termine whether two sets of 
prints match. 

But the Veteran Fingerprint 
Experts' Association, which is 
made up of civilian specialists 
in the Metropolitan Police, who 
have at least 25 years experi- 
ence, believes the changes could 
result in miscarriages of justice. 

Peter Jones, chairman of the 
Expert’s Association, said: “As 
soon as you start tinkering with 
the standard, there’s a chance 
you could get it wrong.” 


Opera company takes music behind bars 



Inmates at Brixton prison performing scenes from Mozart’s Escape from the Saragflo. They have been taught the work by Opera Spezzato, a company 
performing the piece in Salisbury next week. The prisoners (rf#tt) with faces blanked out preferred to be anonymous Photograph: G&nn Griffiths 




are astonished by 
suffering of deer 


As masters of stag hounds met 
last night to discuss the National 
Thist’s shattering report on 
their sport, one stud that his 
hunt might have to give up pur- 
suing deer because of its con- 
clusions. 

Peter Barfoot, master of the 
New Forest Buckhounds, said: 
“If this report is well founded 
and backed up then no one is 
going to knock it. 

“Yes, we’d have to review 
what we're doing.” 

There are four staghound 
packs in Britain, one in the New 
Forest hunting fellow deer and 
the remainder taking red deer 
in the West Country. Some, like 
the New Forest, hardly use any 
National Trust land while oth- 
ers like the Quantocks are 
heavily reliant on iL 

Yesterday, the master of the 
Devon and Somerset Stag- 
hounds, Diana Scott, was m 
tears as she rang the British 
Field Sports Society to seek in- 
formation on the report She did 
not want to talk to the press. 

The Trust’s ruling council is 
today expected to agree not to 
grant any of its hunting licences 
when they come up for renew- 
al later this month. The New 
Forest’s licence has already just 
expired. 

Some of the land involved 
had covenants or “memoranda 
of wishes" attached to it when 
it was donated to the Trust, 
in which the owners insist that 
staghunting continue in perpe- 
tuity. 

However, the trust, the na- 
tion’s wealthiest and best-sup- 


Masters of 
staghounds are 
braced for bans 
which will hit their 
sport, writes 
Nicholas Schoon 


ported conservation charity, 
has already squared Sir John 
Acland, son of Sir Richard 
Acland who gave a huge tract 
of Exmoor land with just such 
a wish attached. 

Trust chairman Charles Nun- 
ndey said that Sir John had told 
him if his father had known 
alxmt the suffering of the deer 
exposed by the scientists* report, 
he would never have made 
such a wish. 

Janet George of the British 
Field Sports Society, which 
campaigns for huntsmen, shoot- 
era and fishermen, said: “The re- 
port is seriously bad news - the 
degree of these fmcfings has as- 
tonished us.” 

The report’s author. Profes- 
sor Bateson, said comparisons 
should not be made between 
hunting red deer and fares -but 

they vwJL 

While it might be supposed 
that the fox also suffers enor- 
mous stress in the chase, they 
are naturally less sedentary an- 
imals than the deer, with more 
. stamina and roam greater dis- 
tances. 


cent of shot red deer are left 
wounded rather than dead, the 


culling of foxes with guns prob- 
ably causes proportionately 
higher suffering. They are 
smaller targets and shotguns nrc 
usually used, so a higher pro- 
portion of shot foxes arc prob- 
ably left suffering the agony of 
wounds. 

There is no real dispute 
about the need to control red 
deer. They have no natural 
predators and would destroy Im 
their habitat if numbers were 
not kept down. 

The Trust has been debating 
the cruelty involved in using 
hunting with hounds as a con- 
trol for nearly 10 years without 
any decisive action - until yes- 
terday. Its top management 
has been startled and persuad- 
ed by Professor Bateson's un- 
equivocal report 

Will the ruling, 52-member 
council feel the same when it 
meets today? “IrTi be a bit of a 
disaster for us if it doesn't" said 
oneThist insider. 

The fieldworkwas done bybi- ' 
ologist Elizabeth Bradshaw. . 
who spent 18 months in West 
Somerset following the hunts -; 
and taking blood samples. it 

She and Professor Bateson Y 
paid tribute to the huntsmen for 
their full co-operation, but said 
that if they now continued it was 
“in the full knowta^ge that they 
are causing suffering”. 

Professor Bateson quoted 
one ardem, lifelong stag-hunt- 
ing former from the area, who 
told the scientists: "If your 
report goes against us, pe rfeaps 
we shouldn't be doing what 
we’re doing." a 


Gang of boys ‘raped 
tourist out on stroll’ 
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A gang of eight bays aged be- 
tween 14 and 17 “violently and 
repeatedly” raped an Austrian 
tourist visiting London and 
then hurled her naked into a 
canal a jury was told yesterday. 

Seven youths, including the 
14-year-old “ringleader", had al- 
ready admitted raping the 32- 
year-old woman in September 
last year, John Bevan QC. pros- 
ecuting, told the Old Bailey jury. 
A boy aged 15, alleged to be 
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gal reasons, denies three 
charges of rape, inffawn^ assault 
and robbery. . - 

The woman, who cannot be 
named, was kicked, punched, 
and subjected to a multiple 
rape ordeal and other “sexual 
indignities" after going for a 
midnight. stroll from her hotel 
in the King’s Gross area of 
London, Mr Bevan said. 

“It may beshe was naive. On 
the otherhand, it may tie that 
she amply thought London was 


She was sadly mistaken. She was 
approached and, as she 
thought, idly chatted to by a 
group of eight people die re- 
garded as children. 

“Once they took her to where 
they could saf ely attack her, she 
was frogmarched down Re- 
gent's Canal and, after her 
clothing had been tom oft her, 
she was violently and repeatedly 
raped by each one in turn. 

“She was then thrown into 
the canaL She survived. Perhaps 
it is a tribute to her toughness 
and good sense that she did, 
once she realised that resistance 
was hopeless and indeed dan- 
gerous." 

Mr Bevan said: “The behav- 
iour of these youths, acting in 
a pack as they were, defies ra- 
tional understanding. The old- 
est was 17, while the rest were 
16 or less and three of them, in- 
cluding this defendant, were 14. 

Mr Sevan said the youths 
asked her if she wanted to go 
Jo ajxarty, but she told them m 


not a good idea. Then they 
dragged her along a towpath. 
She was stripped, hit and locked 
in the face and thrown to tbe 
ground “and pinioned by her 
arms and legs ’. 

Mr Bevan'said the woman 
was "raped repeatedly" fend 
compelled tp perform Other 
acts on some or the gang. Qnc 
black youth who maw herper- 

her if she bit him in 4S’ 
process*', Mr Bevan said. - 
He said the offence was 
“overtly racist in nature" as' 
there were repealed ref eren ces 
to “toe white bitch". 

Thcvictim, aged 3.1 and living 
in Vienna, said that as they 
dragged her along the canal 
bankthey held her mouth shut. 
Mr Bevan asked her what she 


replied. “They stopped and toe 
biggest one said ‘Now the par- 
ty*s beginning*." . f* 

The trial: was adjourned •' 
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Food poisoning 
outbreak claims 
over 50 victims 


The number of cases in an out- 
break of salmonella linked to a 
Scottish hotel rose to more 
than 50 last night 
According to a spokesman 
for Thyside Health Board, 13 
peop le have now been con- 
firmed as suffering from the bac- 
teria. and there are a further 41 
suspected cases. 

Thyside Health Board said 
there were four people in hos- 
pital last night, all making sat- 
isfactory progress. Of the con- 
firmed cases, eight men, three 
women and two children are ill 
The announcement followed 
a meeting of the outhreak con- 
trol team, formed after the in- 
fection came to light at the Isle 
of Skye Hotel in Perth. 

The hotel's owners, Bass Tav- 
erns, said the source of the out- 
break remained a mystery. The 
hotel's kitchens nave been 
cleaned twice and the restaurant 
has remained dosed since the 
individuals fell HI. 

A spokesman for the health 
boara said: “The public health 
department is liaising with col- 
leagues throughout the country 
to ensure any suspected cases 
are identified and investigated 
“Environmental health offi- 
cers are engaged in tracing the 
food histories of the people af- 
fected to try and identify any 
common source.** 

People involved come from 
as far afield as Easter Ross in 
the Highlands and England 
making this a “complex task.** 
The spokesman said two of 


die victims were being treated 
in Perth Royal Infirmary and the 
other two at Kings Cross Hos- 
pital, in Dundee. 

Labour yesterday demanded 
that Scottish Secretary Michael 
Forsyth give evidence at the fa- 
tal accident inquiry into the 
deaths of victims or the E.coU 
food poisoning outbreak in 
central Scotland 

Shadow Scottish Secretary 
George Robertson .said Mr 
Forsyth and health minister 
Lord James Dougfas-Hamil- 
ton would have to give a “frill 
and frank account 7 ’ of their 
role in handling the crisis. 

Labour resumed its on- 
slaught on the Government 
following Tuesday's publication 
of the Pennington report into 
the outbreak, which claim ed 18 
lives in the Lanarkshire and 
Forth Wley health board areas. 

Mr Robertson said the min- 
isters’ appearance at the inquiiy 
was the only way to restore pub- 
lic confidence in food safety, 
which began in November. 

“The Pennington report cat- 
alogues the hands-off. slackly 
regulated profits-first attitude 
to food safety which has been 
the hallmark of this Govern- 
ment,” be said 

“This report could not, be- 
cause of legal constraints, ad- 
dress some of the outstanding 
questions on the whole ELcoti 
tragedy. The role of ministers 
in die early handling of these 
events is still shrouded in sin- 
ister mystery.” 


‘Smart’ bullets to 
be a sure-fire hit 


Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 

They first appeared in cartoons, 
but “smart bullets” - which 
follow their target after befog 
fired - may soon become reality. 
US military experts have 
realised that it is possible to 
build a bullet which can alter its 
direction during flight by twitch- 
ing its nose. 

The bullets are known as 
BLAMS - Barrel Launched 
Adaptive Munitions - and are 
guided by a laser beam. 

Initially the aim is to produce 
large shells for fighter planes 
which can follow the twists and 
turns of an enemy aircraft in a 
dog6ghL But ultimately mfoia- 
turisation could make it possi- 
ble to have hand-held weapons 
with smart bullets. 

Though the individual bullets 


would be at least five times more 
expensive than standard ones, 
they would allow snipers to hit 
targets several kilometres away 
with deadly accuracy/ 

TherUS AkFqrpe project to 
buDd BLAMs Has' recently been 
declassified by the US Depart- 
ment of Defense. Ron Barrett, 
an aerospace engineer at 
Auburn University,' Alabama, 
told New Scientist magazine: 
“This technology could change 
. the nature of war.” 

- Each bullet has a swiveling 
nose that is made to ^twitch" by 
miniature piezbceramic rods, 
which change length when a 
voltage is applied to them. . 

They would be guided by 
“painting” the target with a 
laser or microwave beam. Each 
round would have a sensor that 
homes in on this signal; just as 
a smart bomb does. 
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news 

Teachers 
poised to 
shut out 
gun boys 




Teachers at a school where two 
boys were excluded after being 
caught with an airgun last night 
voted to ballot on refusing to 
teach the pupils if they re- 
turned. writes Lucy Ward. 

Their threat came after an in- 
dependent appeals panel over- 
turned a decision by the head 
and governors at Yorkshire 
Martyrs Collegiate School, 
Bradford, in West Yorkshire, to 
expel the two 14-year-olds. 

Last night, talks were con- 
tinuing between the Roman 
Catholic school, Bradford 
Council and the boys' parents 

w n mey win resu- ^ ^ resolve the issue with' 

h,” be said. aul a dispute. 

jsh Conservatives Bnan Garvey. Yorkshire rep- 

commeut on Mr ^ntalh'eoflheNaliona 1 As- 

demand. claiming snuation of Schoolmasters/ 

anmcntal mattei ’ ^ Union of WuMI1 Tcachere - the 
c, u Scottish Office main 

up to the lhal !o 

of the fatal ac- ^ SgHiBSlSM youngstcis cour%e 

ry to decide who of action open to his members 

e evidence. Now term: Pupils returning to the Tforkshire Martyrs (foflegfote School, Bradford, yesterdayPhotograph: Steve FbmestfGuzeTian if the boys returned 

Subaru voted 

No. 1 for customer 


He claimed the Scottish Of- 
fice issued a Food Hazard 
Warning on 27 November with 
a fist of affected outlets but re- 
stricted its distribution, to envi- 
romnenfal health departments 
with instructions that it should 
not be released to the public. 

“The buck stops with the 
Secretary of State and the Min- 
ister for State and we have a 
right to know if they will testi- 
fy under oath,” he said 
The Scottish Conservatives 
refused to comment on Mr 
Robertson’s demand claiming 
it was a governmental matter. 

Meanwhile, a Scottish Office 
spokesman said it was up to the 
sheriff in charge of the fatal ac- 
cident inquiry to decide who is 
called to give evidence. 
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In the definitive 1997 Customer Satisfaction Study* by the world’s most respected automobile research body, 

Subaru was elected top of the 35 makes under scrutiny. 

Subaru wins with an unbeatable one-two punch 
of outstanding quality and excellent dealer service. 

•'•Of t = ci— , ^ . 7 " " ......... / m - .- . . . 

Such convincing words from J.D. Power mark a significant victory for Subaru and its supporters - 

Power is well and truly ours. 
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Eye witness captures the heroic age of exploration 1 



Jodtth Judd 

Education Editor 


A series of paintings by George Marston recording 
Sir Emest Shackleton's epic Imperial Trans-Antarctic 
Expedition of 1914-17, are in Christie's travel 


auction today. His ship. Endurance, was crushed in 
ice in the Weddell Sea (above, est £15^)00- 
20,000). Also hi the sale is a cotton bag with a sprig 


of artificial hoty (est. £MXXML,500) that Sfcadde- 
ton (left) produced at C hri st ma s festivities shared 
with Captain Scott (right) hi the Antarctic In 1902. 


Applications for teacher train- 
ing in both physics and mathe- 
matics have plummeted, raising 
fears of a serious shortage in the 
subjects in secondary schools. 

Applications for one-year 
postgrad gate physics teacher- 
training courses have fallen by 
mare than half - down to 181 
from 440 at the same time two 
years ago. So far this year there 
have been just 95 acceptances 
for physics, according to figures 
from teacher-training depart- 
ments and colleges. 

.Trainers blame the drop 
mainly on decreasing numbers 
of mature applicants. During 
the recession, both' maths and 
science courses have relied on 
older graduates made redun- 
dant from jobs in industry and 
the City. Physics, in particular, 
has had a steady stream of ap- 
plicants from engineering com- 
panies which have laid off 
employees The improvement in 

the economy has ended the 
queue of unemployed physicists 
looking for a career change. 

Applications for the two sub- 
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jects have fallen for the last 

three years, but the drop is par- 
ticularly alarming this year. In 
maths they are down from 1,001 
attbjstimelastyearto742.Uni- 
vostics and colleges need to re- 
cruit 1,700 students to fill all 
their departmental places. 
Maths graduates, say teacher 
trainers, are very much in de- 
mand as the economy improves. 
And teachers' salaries com- 


Brunel University^ Centre for 
Education and Employment 


pared with those of other pro- 
fessions have fallen. 


physics but the overall target for 
science is 2,707. So forth ere are 
just over 900 acceptances for all 
such courses. Applications and 

acceptances are [town fra: chem- 
istry, and also for biology. 

Although some of the short- 
fall wiD be made up as students* 
other options foil through, ex- 
perience suggests that about 20 
percent of maths places will be 
unfilled. In science, the short- 
fall maybe less but craly because 
the Government has reduced 
the target for science places. 

Mary Russell, secretary of the 
Universities Council for the 
Education of Teachers, said: 
“The situation in science is get- 
ting pretty desperate. We 


' Education and Employment 
Resear ch, said that the difficulty 
in attracting physics teachers 
was part of the wider problem 
of recruiting enough people to 
physics degree courses. 

Tfeachmgwas often aseooad- 
choice career for physicists, he 

suggested, and should be made 

more attractive. Government 
bursaries in. science, subjects 
had not really succeeded in 
attracting more applicants. 

He proposed regular sab- 
baticals in university science de- 
partments; "The real joy of 
science is being at the frontier 
of your subject. Someone honed 
up to a high level of under- 
standing of physics finds they are 
continually giving out in teach- 
ing and becoming further and 
further away from their subject" 

Another option would be 
for university science depart- 
ments to include some teacher 
training in their four-year 
physics and chemistry courses. 

A spokeswoman for the In- 
stitute of Physics said: “We 
don't have enough enthusiastic 
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more applications by this stage, system to persuade people to 
“Whenever a recession ends, take up physics at A-leveL Some 
science and maths are the first schools nave no specialist 
areas to feel the effects. Grad- physics teacher." 

decide they won’t go into Education-!-, Hie Thbloid 


Coolest star 


on 


dark matter 


Charles Arthu- 

Science Editor 


British astronomers have dis- 
covered the faintest, coolest 
star ever, with a mass only 50 
times greater than that of the 
planet Jupiter. Despite being so 
faint that it required special 
techniques to detect it, the 
“brown dwarf could help to 
solve the enduring puzzle of the 
universe’s dark matter. 

The star is known as a brown 
dwarf because it is small and 
comparatively cool. According 
to observations, its surface tem- 
perature is 2,000c. By contrast, 
our sun has a surface tempera- 
ture of 5.500C, and a mass 
1,000 times greater than Jupiter. 

Dubbed PIZ 1 by the team of 
astronomers from the Univer- 
sity of Leicester which discov- 
ered it, the star lies in the 
Pleiades star duster. Its low mass 
suggests it has never become bot 
enou^i to become a self-fuelling 
stan the beat of the surface 
derives from the time when 
gravity pulled it together. The 
discovery was announced at this 
week's National Astronomy 
Meeting in Southampton. 

Dark matter - which is 
impossible to detect by normal 
means - is believed to constitute 
more than 90 per cent of the to- 
tal mass of the universe; the vis- 
ible stars cannot explain the 
wider gravitational effects that 
astronomers observe. But the- 
oreticians have argued over 


whether the dark matter consists 
of planet-sized chunks of real 
matter, or could be comprised 
of subatomic particles such as 
neutrinos which would make up 
for their tiny individual mass by 
weight of numbers. 

“This discovery has implica- 
tions for dark matter because 
low mass stars and objects could 
make up the unseen matter in 
the universe," said David Pin- 
field, one of the four-strong 
team which made the break- 
through. “It hasn't been clear 
before whether the form of 
dark matter goes all the way 
down to masses the size of 
Jupiter. Now we have shown 
that it does. Jupiter-sized objects 
would count as dark matter." 

Further observations could 
help to establish the total mas s 
of the Pleiades cluster, as the 
observed stars have in effect 
already been “weighed” by 
es timatin g their mass, based on 
their brightness. 

■ After this year’s stunning 


show from Hale-Bopp comet, 
November next year mould see 
a spectacular meteor shower 
when the Earth passes through 
the dust grains of another 
cometThe result will produce 
bright streaks in the sky, with 
thousands of meteors per hour 
entering the Earth’s atmos- 
phere and burning up. 

Though they wul also be vis- 
ible this November, next year is 
expected to bring a more 
impressive show. 


Satellites at risk 
from solar flare 


diaries Arthur 



Tfelecommuni cations satellites 
and power lines could be 
knocked out by a solar flare 
thrown off from the Sun on 
Monday, scientists said yester- 
day. But it could bring benefits 
to Scottish observers in the 
form of enhanced “Northern 
Lights", also known as the 
aurora borealis. 

The flare, consisting of elec- 
trons and charged ions of ele- 
ments from hydrogen to iron, 
was thrown off the Sum's surface 
in “a high energy event" known 
as a coronal mass ejection. 

* “When it gets, to the Earth, 
the first effects will be seen by 
spacecraft and satellites,” said 
Andrew Coates, of the Milliard 
Space Science Laboratories. 

’ Thechaiged particles induce 
currents in metal objects. The 
last time this ocoirred, in Janu- 
ary, the Tfelstar 401 satellite 
Med. POwer lines also suffer 
from the induced currents, which 
can blow supplies. In 1991, a 
Quebec power company was 
seriously affected by power 


surges caused by a solar storm. 

Scientists were unsure yes- 
terday afternoon exactly when 
the particles from the ejection 
win arrive in the Earth s mag- 
netic field. It was deteaod by the 
Solar and Heliospheric Obser- 
vatory, a satellite that Nasa 
and the European Space 
Agency launched in 1995 to 
keep a constant eye on the 
Sun’s surface. 

Dr Coates said: “We’ll get 
about an hour's warning from 
one of our observation satellites. 
The Earth’s magnetic field is go- 
ing to take a battering. In Jan- 
uary, the number of electrons 


in the atmosphere went by 
a factor of 10,000. It was just af- 
ter the peak that Tfelstar failed.” 


ter the peak flat Tfelstar failed.” 

However, the same particles 
will also make the aurora bare- 
alis visible further south than 
normal. *Tt should be visible in 
Scotland, and maybe even low- 
er down.” 

The real danger is to satellites 
which are in geostationary 
orbit - predominantly TV ana 
communications. “They are in 
the firing line ” said Dr Coates. 


teaching because ocher things 
are better paid and less basde.* 
Professor Alan Smithers, of 
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news 

Five arrested after 
stake-out in hunt 
for Guerin killer 


Fore! k gjoSfer on the Old Cwnsa at St Andrews, Fsfa - toros to tiie ^ms@ T $ rafeg body - seen from the Course Hotel where managers are seeking to protect 
guests whose tranquil tea in toe conservatory is regularly interrupted by wayward shots from toe 17th hole which shatter toe glass Photograph: Colin McPherson 


Five people were being questioaed by po- 
lice last night in the latest stage of their 
investigation into last year’s murder in 
Dublin of the Irish investigative crime 
journalist Veronica Guerin. 

TVo of the five, a man in his fifties and 
a woman, were held after they left a fer- 
ry from Holyhead, Anglesey, when it 
docked at Dun LaoghaJre, Co Dublin, 
yesterday morning. 

The move was undeisiood to have fcil- 
lowed a stake-out operation by detectives 
at Irish airport and feny terminals. 

Three other men were held later in 
other parts of the Irish capital Ail of the 
arrests were made under legislation 
permitting suspects to be held in custody 
for up to 48 hours before being either 
charged or released. 

The man held on the feny had been 
sought by police for questioning since 
leaving Ireland for Britain at the end of 
last summer. 

Police have questioned over 100 peo- 
ple Ms Guerin was shot dead at the 
wheel of her car in Dublin last June. 

The on-going investigation has also 
produced scores of underworld guns and 




Guerin: Murdered at wheel of car 

other weapons, and led to prosecutions 
not directly linked to the killing of the 
journalist. 

So far, one person - a Dublin man - 
has been accused of the Guerin murder. 

The shooting prompted widespread 
outrage in the Irish Republic and led the 
Dublin parliament to introduce a series 
of ami-crime measures - including the 
right to seize the assets of known 
criminals. 


Interpol’s 
top target 
wins delay 
in £100m 

drug trial 


Kim Sengupta 

The trial in the Netherlands of 
a Briton accused of running Eu- 
rope’s biggest drugs ring was 
halted yesterday after daims 
that the evidence against him 
may have been contaminated. 

The development in the case 
against 32-year-old Curtis W&r- 
ren, codenamed Thrget One by 
Interpol and charged in con- 
nection with an alleged JElOOm 
cocaine smuggling plot, raised 
immediate questions over cross- 
border co-operation between 
European police and customs. - 

Han Jahae. for the defence, 
maintained that methods used 
by British investigators to gath- 
er information on Mr Wunren, 
a businessman from Liverpool, 
rendered the prosecution null 
and void He demanded the UK 
authorities reveal exactly how 
the evidence was obtained 

Mr Jahae told the central 
criminal court at The Hague 
that the use of phone taps, and 
the fact that British authorities 
would not divulge details of 
their informants, were contrary 
to Dutch procedure. 

He maintained that infor- 
mation obtained in the UK 
which had been used to charge 
Mr Wfcrren in Britain on a pre- 
vious occasion should not be 
admitted. The only evidence 
admissible was that obtained 
by an independent Dutch 
investigation. . 

The presiding judge. Irene 
De Vries adjourned the case 
until 5 June, and asked ior 
four extra witnesses to be called, 
including two British custom 
officers. Nick Baker and Phil 

B> Mr Warrcn was acquitted in 


1993 at Newcastle Crown Court 
on charges involving £250m 
worth of drugs bidden in ingots. 

. In October last year he was 
arrested by Dutch police near 
.Rotterdam Europort Aiaid on 
aship m the dock led to the re- 
covery of 800kg of Gblamfeum 
cocainerwith a- street value of 
£75m, secreted inaJurmraum in- 
gots. Raids mAmsterdam and 
Rotterdam netted more drugs, 
bringing the total value to 
£100m, as well as a cadre of 
. hand grenades, automatic 
weapons, and CS gas canisters. 

I>utcb police had acted on in- 
formation from Britain as part 
of a six-month operation^ code- 
named Gayfish, involving Dutch 
investigators, British customs, 
and officers from tire North-West 

^^^other Britwis were ar- 
rested and charged with Mr 
Warren. They include Stephen 
Mee, from Liverpool, who es- 
caped from a prison van on the 
way to Manchester Crown 
Court in 1993 bat was sen- 
tenced in absentia to 22 years in 
jail on charges of smugging co- 
caine from Colombia. 

Mr Mee, and another de- 
fendant, Ray Nolan, 28, from 
Liverpool, allegedly gave falsi? 
names to the Dutch police.. 
The other defendants are John 
Farrefl, 34, from Manchester; 
Stephen Whitehead, also 34, 
from Oldham: William Fitzger- 
ald, 55, and William Riley, 47, 
both from Liverpool. 

Yesterday, after being re- 
manded in custody until 5 June, 
Mr Warren said: “It is impor- 
tant that you investigate how the 
English got their information. 
Why did they need to daim pub- 
lic immunity?” 


DAILY POEM 

From ‘Song of Myself 

By Walt Whitman 

77,t spotted hawk svnoops by and accuses me. he complains of 
#m* gah and inv loitering. 

' a * y °" ,/B 

Yrt« hanlfy know who I am or - 

ft " iJmilt-srxxl healt h to yo u nevertheless. 

And filler and fibre your blood. 


■ Failim; to fetch me n If 
SS L „]e one place search another, 
^S^menitereymitingpryvu. 
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THE FIRST COMMUNICATIONS 
COMPANY FOR THE WORLD 


Every country -has a communications 
company. Some have severaL Now, with the 
proposed union of BT and MG, the planet 
will have one too. 

Concert pk will compete wherever the right 
opportunity arises. 

It will forge new joint ventures, alliances 


and relationships with distributors across the 
world (BT and MG have 69 already). 

For its customers, therefore, the future will 
be rich in possibilities. More choice, true 
seamlessness and bespoke solutions. 

For its employees, it will be a company 
that stands in the midst of the biggest 


commercial revolution since the Industrial 
Revolution. The Communications Revolution. 
And they will have the opportunity of leading 
that revolution. 

For everyone, Concert will offer that rare 
sensation: 

Being in the right place at the right time. 
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Tories would 


make bribing 


MPs a crime 


Fran Abrams 
and Steve Boggan 


The bribery of MPs could 
become a criminal offence if the 
loiicsi are returned to power. 
Joint Major said yesterday. 

A change in the law foUow- 
iug (he cHsh-for-qaestions 
scandal would end more than 
JO yean of calls fora legal loop- 
hole to be dosed. As long ago 
as 1976a Royal Commission on 
standards in public life 
suggested that Parliament 
should consider making the 
corruption. bribery or 
attempted bribery of an MP an 
offence. 

Yesterday the Prime Minis- 
ter told journalists that the 
move, which was also recom- 
mended by Lord Nolan, should 
be looked' at “I will certainly 
examine the qnestion of 
whether this should be a 
cr iminal offence.” 

A Home Office policy paper 
last December suggested that 
the law should be changed. At 
present MPs are not covered by 
the laws on bribeiy in public 
bodies and must be disciplined 
by the House of Commons 


rather than the courts. 

The paper suggested that 
new legislation could make 
bribeiy of an MP an offence, but 
could allow a waiver whereby 
the House could decide to deal 
with a particular case itself if 
it wished. 

Speaking in Plymouth last 
night, Tony Blair said behavioar 
like Mr Hamilton's would not 
be tolerated in his party. 

‘‘like Martin Bedlam will- 
ing to give Mr Hamilton the 
benefit of the doubt on the 
allegations as yet unproven,” he 
said. 

“But there are enough ad- 
mitted wrongdoings to merit Mr 

Hamilton’s stepping down. If a 
cantfidate of mine had taken the 
gifts and payments Mr Hamil- 
ton took, without declaring 
them, he would not be a Labour 
candidate. 

“If a candidate of mine had 
lied to the Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and the Cabins Secretary; 
he would not be a Labour can- 
didate. These are admitted 
wrongdoings. They are seri- 
ous. Yet he is still there, 1 the 
Labour leader said. 

At the Tory press conference 


yesterday the deputy Prime 
Minister, Michael Heseltine, 
confirmed that be had given 
evidence to Sir Gordon 
Downey's inquiry into cash- 
for-questions. 

Mr Heseltine said: “NeQ 
Hamilton has made it ab- 
solutely dear that he has a ftifl 
answer to the allegations put 
against him. I have given my 
evidence to Sir Gordon Downey 
and it is his job to evaluate it” 

Mr Hesel tine’s evidence to 
the Scott inquiry into the sale 
of arms to Iraq proved damag- 
ing to his fellow ministers 
because it emerged that he had 
refused to take advice from 
the Attorney General, Sir 
Nicholas Lye 11, that he should 
sign a public interest immuni- 
ty certificate which would 
prevent evidence from going 
before the courts. 

John Mqjor yesterday gave a 
personal vote of support to Mr 
Hamilton, whose constituency 
association backed his candi- 
dature mi Thesdaj night. He 
said that if he were voting in 
Tatton, Cheshire, be would vote 
for Mr Hamilton and the elec- 
tors there sfaooid do the same. 



On the stump: Lady Thatcher doing her bit for the party yesterday. 


Photograph: Tom Pilston 


But are you perfect? asks Lady T ’ 
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Major 
takes on 
Mohican 
in Brecon 


Bell bums his 


Christian Wolmar 

Westminster Correspondent 


BBC bridges to 
take on Tatton 


I learned yesterday why Martin 
Bell should never have done iL 
Journalists are good at asking 
questions but bad at answering 
them and to be handbagged by 
BaronessThatcher - or Neil 
Hamilton - is a humbling ex- 


penence. 

. Lady Thatcher had just ac- 
cented a couple of shrubs, in- 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Jo jo Moyes 


A man with a red Mohican hair- 


Martin BelL the former wax 
correspondent and prospective 


chosen to broadcast footage of 
one person of the three who had 
opposed him, instead of the 25 
who had offered their support. 


ft yc^L-nday gave John Major his 
best uay on the campaign trail, 
la glorious sunshine in south 
Wales, the Prime Minister strip- 
ped to his shirt sleeves to deliver 
an attack on Labour from the 
platform of his battle bus in the 
market square at Brecon. 

With reul feeling. Mr Major 
Lold ine crowd of rival Tory. 
Labour and Liberal supporters 
that it felt good to "escape 
from that mad circle of opinion- 
lunners" in London. 

Ai lhal point, the heckling be- 
gan. “God help us if you are still 
there in government.” 

Mr Major retorted: “IwiU be 
- 1 sometimes remember some- 
oiil else with less exotic hair say- 
ing to me the same thing live 
wins ago." 

Mr Major then harangued 
Mr Blair and the Labour Party 
fur threatening to bring higher 
luxation in spite of all iheir de- 
nials. The man with the Mohi- 
can shouted “bollocks”. The 
Prime Minister said: “That is the 
most intelligent remark 1 have 
heard from the Labour Party in 
this whole campaign." 

The street theatre had a se- 
rious purpose. Mr Major was 
campaigning in one of the “su- 
per marginals” in South Wales 
winch the Tones are desperate 
to hold. Brecon and Radnor- 
slure was held by Jonathan 
Evans with a 130 majority at the 
last elect inn and is being chal- 
lenged h> Lsihour and the Lib- 
eral Democrats. 


Cheshire, yesterday resigned 
from the BBC after 35 years to 
devote himself to his new 
political career. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence in a small theatre in 
Knutsford. also in Cheshire, 
hours before the Labour can- 
didate be is replacing was due 
to formally stead down, Mr 
Bell said he had made his de- 
cision “with a bit of a sad 
heart”. 

“But," he added, “it became 
clear, especially now Tm in for 
the long haul, that I could not 
remain even theoretically or 
technically a BBC reporter. 


to be the next MP for this con- 
stituency so 1 have necessarily 
burnt my bridges behind me.” 

Tony Hall the chief executive 
of BBC News who had previ- 


ously refused the reporter's 
resignation in November, had 


resignation in November, had 
taken it well, Mr Bell said, 
and “with a certain degree of 
relief*. 

The veteran reporter had 
requested that his “BBC swan 
song", a documentary on the 
United Nations, and a series of 
radio pieces entitled The Truth 
is our Currency, be broadcast as 
planned. 

But Mr Bell revealed that he 
had, that morning, made a for- 
mal complaint to his Conner em- 
ployer about the Coverage of his 
campaign. 

While he had been canvass- 
ing in Wilmslow, the BBC had 


situation,'’ he joked. “I left the 
Beeb and already standards 
declined so fast?” 

Mr Bell also revealed that 
he had a new political ally in the 
form of the former Manchester 
police chief John Stalker, fa- 
mous for his anti-corruption 
stance, who had approached 
him yesterday to offer his 
support 

“He came in off the street this 
morning,” Mr Bell said. “Mr 
Stalker was out for a walk on the 
heath and he called us. 

“T m very, very pleased as he’s 
Mr Integrity and his endorse- 
ment carries some weight in 
these pans.” 

After the Conservative can- 
didate Neil Hamilton’s official 
reselection on Tuesday night, at 
least one local Conservative 
councilor resigned in protest at 
a vote some protested was “a 
whitewash”. 

They raised prospects of an 
independent Conservative can- 
didate to stand against Mr 
Hamilton, a possibility that ap- 
peared to have been firmly 
squashed from above by yes- 
terday afternoon. 

Mr Bell said that following 
the vote, he had received a num- 
ber of calls from Conserva- 
tives, the identity of whom he 
hoped to be able to reveal in die 
near future. 


cepted a couple of shrubs, in- 
cluding a Hebe Margaret and 
a addy-looking rhododendron 
. from a pair of well-groomed 
children near Christchurch at a 
garden centre which rather du- 


biously boasted that it was 
founded in 1742. 

She bad shrugged off a cou- 
ple of questions about sleaze 
with the usual rejoinder about 
fighting the election on “real is- 
sues”. She moved round to 
where I was standing and I shot 
“Are you happy with Mr Hamil- 
ton as a candidate?" 

She glared, but did not hes- 
itate: “Are you perfect?" and 
.^wailed just long enough to en- 
; surfcLhal_J had no rejoinder 
apatLfrom 7 a ridiculous, mum-' 
bfedjfes and she wasajff. 

Lady T is going on the stump 
for the next three weeks until 


she leaves for Hong Kora five 
days before the election. These 
are regal visits, a gracious pres- 
ence wahjust a few more words 

than the Queen Mother. Atthe 
next site. Priory School in 
Christ church, a bunch of tmi- 
fonned five-year-olds, all bran 
after her downfall were as- 
sembled with posies and she 
busied herself sorting them out 
as the best .backdrop for. the 

cameras she said: “Britain has 


given away too much," suddenly 
she was blurting out about fish: 
“80 per cent of it is ours but they 
export more to .us than we do 
to them," to a bemused Mr 
Wood. 

And then, with Gerald 
Hpwarth, the Alderahot candi- 
date and her former PPS in tow, 
she unaccountably went to the 
Aldershot Football Gub - a 
team so bad that it dropped out 
a qf the Football League when it 
busrsfeven years ago. 
now some seven 
$8fctaons.l&fey from the Pre- 
miership and, from the ap- 

palling potential formetaphors 


about sporting and political 
disasters, most of the team 
have jobs. They could only 
muster seven bored players for 
a ldckaboul before her arrival. 
It was a disastrous photo op- 
portunity with the TV crews tak- 
ing it in turns to read out witty 
pieces to camera all about rel- 
egation and penally shoot outs. 

But she wasn't here to talk 
about football. Told by an 
American reporter that Tony 
Blair was seen in the US as the 
new Thatcher, she formulated: 
“They've got the sex wrong, the 
will power wrong, the reason- 
ing wrong.” and so ore 


;Vd> 


■ * * ' 


Mi V 


y-\-v 


If you aren’t a switcher, forget it , 


“{Their calls] are very im- 
portant to me. rve been spend- 
ing a. lot of time talking to these 
people,” Mr Bell said. 


If you want Tony Blair to take 
you seriously, you have to live 
m one of 57 target constituen- 
cies. tell the Labour Party that 
you voted Conservative last 
time, and say you haven 't yet de- 
cided this time. 

Then you will feel wanted. 
You will have received a “per- 
sonal” letter from the Labour 
leader as soon as John Major 
went to the Palace to ask for the 
dissolution of parliament. You 
have probably been invited to 
meet Mr Blair, and the local 
Labour candidate has been on 
your doorstep more than once. 

Labour’s election campaign 
is based on the concept of tar- 
geting - Mr Blair needs to win 
just 57 seats to have a majori- 
ty of one in the new House of 
Commons, and in those seats, 
taking boundary changes into 
account, the Tories won by a 
combined margin of just 

146.000 votes in 1902. So, if 

73.000 people can be persuad- 
ed to switch their allegiance 
from Tory to Labour, Mr Blair 
will be sure of becoming prime' 
minis ter. That is why the key 
word in the Labour workers lex- 
icon is “switcher". 

This is the small group of vot- 
ers highlighted on Tuesday by 


Tony Blair wants to know you, but only if you live in 
one of 57 key constituencies, writes John Rentoul 


Liberal Democrat leader Pad- 
dy Ashdown who said the' par- 
ties were cynically targeting the 
marginals at the expense of 
the electorate at large. . 

The trick is to work out who 
the 73,000 people who matter in 
this election actually are. It is a 
trick the Labour Party is getting 
better at, and it remains weD 
ahead of the Tbry party in the 
science of political targeting. 


In the 1992 election. Labour 
achieved a higher- than-aver- ' 


age swing in its target seats, 
worth an extra 1,000 votes in 
each one and as many as 25 ex- 
tra seats. This time, they mean 
to do better than that 
AS the party’s canvass returns 
from the last election tire on a 
series of linked computer data- 
bases, and these nave been; 
maintained and updated so 


that Labour knows more about 
the voting history of its target 
voters than many of them can 
remember themselves. 

All voters are classified into 
different kinds, including weak 
Labour, “positive” Labour, 
squeezable Liberal Democrat, 
and the all-important Tory 
“switchers”. Not all the effort is 
put into switchers, because the 
computer database is also the 
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foundation for Labour's GOTV 
effort - an acronym imported 
from the United Slates, mean- 
ing Gel Oul The Vole. 

But the big effort is on those 
who might vote Labour but arc 
not persuaded yel. If Labour 
identified you some time ago. 
you will already be used lo re- 
ceiving regular communications 
from Mr Blair, his deputy. John 
Prescott, and the local Labour 
candidate. But it is not just 
leaflets. Shadow cabinet mem- 
bers are taking time out from 
preparing to run the country lo 
talk on the telephone to poten- 
tial switchers who might be 
swayed by their soft words. 

Now, however. Labour faces 
the strange possibility that they 
may be, Ukc generals, fighting 
the last war. Even if the opin- 
ion polls are as wrong as they 
were last time, the real battle- 
ground is not going to be these 
57 seals at all, or even the 90 


- m 


buffer, to allow for some targets 
lo be missed. 

Unless the Tories turn the 
campaign round quickly. Labour 
could win in all lands of unlike- 
ly seats where its preparation has 
been much less intense. 



The Conservatives claimed Labour was In 
“open warfare" over privatisation. After Tony 
Bafir indicated the party would go ahead wfth - 
more privatisations, possibly including air 
frarffic control, the Tbries published a speech 
from the opposition transport spokesman. 


Andrew Smltfi, to last year's party 
ponference. m it be said ttwT’ourair ts not 
for sale*. 

Labour scored on tax after Mr Major claimed ' 
the fax burden had remained the same since .. 
the last election. An independent report from 
the Institute of Fiscal Studies said that the 
average family was, Intact paying £7 per 
week more than at the last election. : 

Both parties celebrated five years since the - 
last election, the Conservatives berating their 
triumphs and Labour by noting Tbry tenures. 
Martin Ben, the war correspondent standing 
against Neil Hamilton in Ihtton, resigned from 
the BBC yesterday. He fold joumaflsts he had 
tried to hand in his resignation last November 
but It had been rejected. Then he went on a - 
walkabout to try to win votes. 

Seven senior businessmen backed Liberal 
Democrat policies as the most Seely of the 
major parties’ proposals to build a successful 
and stable economy. 

In a letter in today's Financial Times, they 
said its agenda as "credible, practical and 
ultimately beneficial to British business and . 
the economy". 


The deputy Prime Minister, Michael 
Heseltine, set the tone by claiming that 
the Labour leader could not cope with 
election politics. 

Praising John Major, he said: “This 
Prime Minister can take the pressure. 
Tony Blair is cracking under the strain." 

Mr Blair retorted that the 
Conservatives were "a desperate 
group of people". 

"You will see they will try to scare 
people and frighten people about me. 
We have to cany on with the message 
of hope,” he said. 

Mr Major carried on In the same 
vein, accusing Labour of “hypocrisy" 
on tax. Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, responded in land with his 
own claim that the Prime Minister had 
told lies over the issue. 

Baroness Thatcher, out campaigning 
In Aldershot, also had some comments 
on Mr Blair. “He Is trying to take over 
my policies, it is a kind of conversion 
of convenience” she said. 

But Labour’s former deputy leader. 
Roy Hattersfey, said Mr Blair was trying 
to Imitate Baroness Thatcher's 
techniques. “He is not a leader who 
allows compromise. He pursues his 
aims with the ruthtessness that 
characterised Mrs Thatcher/ he said. 
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John Jlfc^or. was on form on..': 
'Tfoe fifth anniversary *>t fas.. ■ 
K*«J ejection. The Conservatives 
. appeared to hfiyd ridded •- 
. Labour over pri va tisation an ci 
policy c h an ges , and the Prime - 
ABnister cheerful quipped hscfi.ak 
he<*fara«:ttotouredSoutti^WalWL 
A men..who resented h&affacfc an 
Lsbotv'shbufedl^bdkxAs?, to ? 
whk^MrMajorrepffad: "Thatis - 
thefoostlntetogent remark I have : ^ 
heard from, the Labour Party irvSiiS - 
: wfrole campafgri/ - 


some criticism' when a:.- 
woman was kept but ota'-i - 
Lfoera! Democrat “opeft^ ■. v 
discussion tn Twickenham, west. 

. London because, aropRfinjjfotL; 
party official she wanferfto make 
“a political point"./.- • v \:.- ./•“ 

Mr Ashdown Had; begun the sessfon 
00 ° ' 

[ “Its abotdtime vra had 
. with ear® open/-/. ' .v v ’ 




THE OTHER PARTIES 


Atthe launch of the Alliance Party’s 
manifesto in Northern Ireland, 
leader Lord Aktertfica said the 
party firmly rejected the “not-an- 
inch" approach to politics. The Alliance 
propose a regional powersharing 
government for Northern Ireland and a bin 
of rights to prevent discrimination. 


IS™ spending continued, 

he Sterns denying that 

hehsri supported the party’s prisons. 

Vanessa Redgrave 

SS^£J2 ian9r for BasfcRigMs”. <* 
w111 8,81x1 {n 

warned that Britain risked • 
raflmg victim to “pinstripe fascism". 
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ONE TO REMEMBER 


Tony Blair joined dozens of happy, schoolchild ran for a photograph on a 
brightty coloured barge in Bristol,, and Sian Clare of the Press Association ■ 
was asked to leave her brown coat behind, so as not to spoil the image of 
the Labour leader and the children smiling in the sunshine. “We are trying to 
capture the interest of voters,” an aide attempted to explain. "We want to 
provide variety." 


Dorset »yirig.‘| amflghfa? a ^ !? Um to trailin' 

izvm: have fought § elections anri^’i? 13 manwl,oui be hare, I - 
^JH 1 ^|leete^pe<5»le/y^ 0, ^ and . I 1 . 8 friwveUous to beout . .■ - 
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Privatisation exposed as Labour’s Achilles Heel 


Labour's problem on privati- 
sation has been slow io break, 
but n has been aggravated by 
the party leader’s eagerness to 
Keep on creating “new Labour. 

When the party manifesto 


Anthony Bevins analyses the background to the policy shift within Blair’s camp 


When the party manifesto 
was agreed and published last 
week, n shouldhave narked the 
end of all further movement. 
Unfortunately for Labour. Mr 
Blair has carried on regardless 
Last Monday, he was ™wn r 
privatisation policy on the hoot 
and be has left his colleagues 
behind. By doing that, he has 
left himself vulnerable to the 


Tbiy charge that Labour is too. 
volatile; it has changed so nmpfr 
that there is no stability— that 
it cannot be trusted. 

For Labour, the. pity is that 
its own message that the Tories 
could not- be trusted on "tax - 
having broken their p r om ises of - 
the last electron -was yesterday . 
being deflected by the new' 
Labour co nfli ct. 

Gordon Brown told.The In- 
dependent yesterday ■ that 


Labour’s policy was quite dear- 
ly set out in the manifesto. 

He. was quite right. There is 
a section cm the possible sale of 
departmental assets- “proper- . 

ty, land —th a t 

surplus to requirements; there 
is a section on, the Post Office, 
which says that “Labour favours 
greater commercial freedom 
tor self-financing commercial 
organisations within the public 
sector' 7 ; and London Under- 


ground would be kept witim the 
public sector. 

Beyond that, however, there 
is the question of National Air 
Thiffic Control Services, which 
Mr Brown said Labour : would 
consider for privatisation in or- 

At to provide essential fanritng- 

Mr Brown told yesterday’s 
election press conference: “We 
inherited Conservative plans 
on privatisation proceeds. Once 
we had the chance to look at the 


Conservative public expenditure 
white paper, we decided we 
couldn't rule it out and 
Margaret Beckett [shadow 
trade and industry spokes- 


woman] made that dear at the 

end of February.” 


end of February.” 

The Budget Red Book, which 
sets out the Government's 
spending projections, came out 
on 26 November. 

Before that. Andrew Smith, 


told the Labour Party confer- 
ence in October “The Tories 
have dreamt up a crazy new 
scheme to privatise the air. 
They want to flog off the 
National Air Traffic Control 
Services-. Labour will do any- 
thing we can to block this sell 
ofL_ Our air is not for sale.” 

More than three months lat- 
er, another Labour transport 
spokesman, Keith Bradley, told 
an air traffic controDerwbo had 


written to Mr Blair in Novem- 
ber “I would like to confirm 
that the Labour Party are com- 
pletely opposed to the privati- 
sation of the National Air 
Traffic Control Services.” 

It was not until the end of 
February that Mrs Beckett told 
BBC television's On the Record 
that she was not ruling out 
privatisation. 

But the Conservatives were 
miss ing the essential point yes- 


terday- that it was Mr Blair who 
was not singing from the same 
song sheet as his colleagues. 

On Monday, in the Sun, Mr 
Blair wrote: “We have no dog- 
matic objection to services 
being run in the private sector. 
They should be judged on a case 
by case basis.” 

Later that morning, he re- 
peated that message in a City 
speech. There is nothing in the 
manifesto to support that view. 
Mr Blair has left himself ex- 
posed to the charge that he is 
out of line with his own party. 





round his 
polling 



Adrian Rogers, the Conserva 
live candidate for Exeter, in 
Devon, has become strangely 
silent of late. And for someone 
who relishes his reputation as 
the scourge of homosexuality, 
he is being uncharacteristically 
reticent. 

Usually happy to shoot from 
the hip. describing homosexu 
ahty as a “sterile, disease-ricfden. 
God-forsaken occupation”, and 
attractive women in the work 
place as “fair game for any 
body”, he is making every effort 
to bite his lip in the run . up to 
the General Election. 

The reason is only t 
The Labour candidate ^ for 
Exeter, Ben. Bradshaw, is a 
personable former BBC re- 
porter. popular, a veritable 
Hugh Grant lookalike and a 
homosexual 

Dr Rogers cannot afford to 
trip himself up, but then again, 
he cannot help himself. 

Turning dawn a request for 
an interview yesterday, he ex- 
plained: “Tin a hostage for 
negative publicity. It’s helping . 
me being selective. We don’t 
want bad pubKrity. We don’t 
some queer media person from 
London wrecking it.” - . - 

Ironically, Matthew Pams, 
the gay former Tbiy. back- 
bencher, and now paifementaiy 
sketch-writer with the Tones, 
who has been known to put pen 
to paper on the subject .of Dr 
Rogers' bigotry, was watmg 
Exeter yesterday. Coming face, 
to face for the first iime,r*pr. . 
Rogers took a swipe at his crit- 
ic. -You should be a sh a m ed of 
vour approach to me. You don’t 
even give a man a chance fora 



Welfare state 


caught in tax 


tug-of-war 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Ikxes will have to rise or the wel- 
fare state will shrink, no matter 
which party wins the election, 
according to the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies, an independent 
think-tank. 

In a report published yester- 
day. the IFS predicts that the 
Government’s borrowing re- 
quirement would fall this year - 
than ire to the booming economy. 
But if the two main parties stick 
to their pledges to keep bor- 
rowing low over the longer term, 
either spending must be lower 


pressure points. Current plans 
have a rise in health-spending 
this year followed by two years 
of zero real growth. Not only is 


this far tougher than any previ- 
ous plans, but health-spendine 


thanplanned or taxes higher. 
“Either the current shape c 


“Either the current shape of 
the welfare state will be main- 
tained and the next government 
will have to spend - and tax - 
more than planned, or the wel- 
fare state will shrink and pro- 
vide fewer services to fewer 
people,” it concludes. 

The IFS calculates that, de- 
spite the prospect of a rapid 
reduction in the gap between 
government revenues and spend- 
ing, either party would have to 
deliver a tough budget reducing 
borrowing by some £10bn in or- 
der to satisfy manifesto pledges. 

It also cast serious doubt on 
the possibility of any govern- 
ment hitting the current spend- 
ing targets. The report calls the 
plans “very ambitious indeed”, 
noting that the 0.4 per cent a 
year real growth in expenditure 
pencilled in for the next five 
years would be the lowest in any 


ous plans, but health-spending 
has also overshot its target by far 
in every year except 1991. 

Unless taxes rise, the result 
will be a steady increase in pri- 
vate spending on services such 
as health and education. The re- 
port notes that Britain is a low- 
tax country by international 
standards, and virtually the only 
industrialised economy where 
the tax burden had not increased 
by very much since 1979. 

“These are things that no- 
body is talking about in this 
campaign,” said Paul Johnson, 
deputy director of the IFS. 

He said the Tories* planned 
pension reform, involving pri- 
vatisation of the basic pension 
and creation of new personal 
pension funds, was particular- 
ly radical and could form the 
model for further shrinkage of 
the welfare state. 

The document offers some 


shreds of comfort to both Con- 
servatives and Labour by con- 
firming that we are better off 
than at the lime of the last elec- 
tion, but are also paying an av- 
erage of £7 a week more in 
taxes. Each pounced on the 
finding that best suited them. 

However, it criticised both of 
the main parties' income-tax 
proposals as expensive measures 
that would not help the poor. 
“You can’t help people on low 
incomes by cutting a tax they 
don't pay.” said researcher Julian 
McRae. The IFS also found 
fault with Labour's plans for a 
minimum wage and a windfall 
tax. and with the Conservatives’ 
transferable tax allowance. 

The minimum wage would be 
of most benefit to households in 
the top half of the income dis- 
tribution. The Tory plan to allow 
the non-working partner in a 
married couple to transfer their 
tax allowance to their spouse 
would undermine the principle 
of independent taxation, create 
a big disincentive to work, and 
be complex to administer. 


Health spending 
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Parties tussle over 




‘rising’ tax burden 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


Gay: Ben Bradshaw, Labour candidate, campaigning In Exeter yesterday; (Inset) Adrian Rogers Photograph: David Rose 


par v,n7, 

. Martin Bell, another BBC man, 

V is presenting himself as a trust- 

WAS OUt 


worthy candidate, was out 
knocking on dooreyoaerdaybe- 


fore Tbny Blair’s battle bus- 
rolled up in the afternoon. 
While he is not overtly ma k i n g ; 
political capital out of Dr 
. Rogers’ rampant homophobia, 
he does admit that he is blessed 
with his opposition. 

. . u l certainly think Dr Rogers’ 
is my greatest asset,” he said 
yesterday. “TVe had letters from 
all parlies congratulating me 

no, that’s the wrong word -wel- 
coming my honesty.” 

On his first day’s canvassing, 
Mr Bradshaw was Invited intp_ 
the home of a lifelong Conser- 
vative. “She took my hand and 
said ’I’m absolutely delighted, 
with your selection. Mfy broth- 
er was gay in a less tolerantage 
and committed suicide’.” 

Mr Bradshaw knows that 
some people are prejudiced, - 
“and it’s a prejudice mat runs 


deep”, but insists that concern 
has been “minnnaT. He hasfclt 

fr nm the hp- giVming that, if any. 

thmg, his homosexuality would 
be a plus point, provided he was 
open about it 

“One, it’s radical,’’ he said. 
“Tfyo, it would smoke Rogers 
out, which it's done very suc- 
cessfully. And three, it would 
appeal to Whlworth Road after 
the way it’s been treated, that 
is, put tins in your pipe and 
sinokeit.” 

Tt'is tempting to script one’s 
own alternative manifesto for 
Dr Rogers, based on a selection 
of his most outlandish state- 
ments, to fret, it is a temptation 
to winch the Labour Party in 
Exeter has succumbed. Mr 
Bradshaw’s aides keep a file of 
their opponent’s greatest hits 
which, being well trained in 


media management by their 
candidate, they are keen to 
share. 

Dr Rogers on road protest- 
ers: “They should be gabed out 
of the tunnels, starved out, or 
whatever the poKce deem nec- 
essary.” Dr Rogers on sex of- 
fenders: “As there is no 
guarantee that sex off enders will 
not reoffend, castration and lo- 
botomy should be undertaken 
on willing people before being 
allowed back into c omm unity.” 

And so on. 

But Dr Rogers came out of 

hiding briefly yesterday. Hie had 
hoped to co mpa re Ins "Contract 
with Exeter” with Mr Blair’s 
“Con-Trick” by way of a “warm- 
up act” for the visiting Labour 
leader. But no sooner had the 
local GP clambered upon his 
soap box in the city’s Cathedral 


Yard, than he was heckled off 
the political stage. 

Eventually, Dr Rogers' min- 
der allowed him a few words 
with a journalist He trotted out 
his well-rehearsed lines. Why 
bad be not been seen out and 
about in the constituency ear- 
lier? “We’re limited by £7,500 
expenditure.” Why is the pre- 
vious Tbiy incumbent. Sir John 
Hannam, not viably supporting 
him? “Actualfy, he’s bought a 

house in the Isk: of Wight.” And 

what about the fra that his op- 
ponent is openly gay? “It’s 
their issue, not mine. They’ve 
brought it to Exeter, not me. It's 
their problem.” 

But it may turn out to be less 
of a problem than Dr Rogers 
thinks. Mr Bradshaw’s homo- 
sexuality appears to be just 
what the spm doctors ordered. 


Politicians traded increasingly 
personal accusations about lev- 
els of taxation yesterday as an 
independent report claimed 
that the lax burden for the av- 
erage household had gone up 

S i £7 per week since the last 
ection. 

The Prime Minister accused 
Labour of hypocrisy over the is- 
sue, while the shadow Chan- 
cellor called a press conference 
to claim that John Major had 
lied to the electorate. 

At the Conservatives’ morn- 
ing press conference, John Ma- 
jor said the tax burden was 
“exactly the same as it was five 
years ago.” 

While there had been 22 tax 
rises, as Labour claimed, there 
had also been 25 tax cuts else- 
where, he said. The lax rises had 
been necessary in the early 
years of the Parliament be- 
cause a recession would have 
forced spending cuis if they had 
not been made, he said. 

“There is a degree of 
hypocrisy - and that is putting 
it quaintly - in what they have 
to say about lax rises. If there 


has been a breach of trust as 
they claim ...why is it that peo- 
ple are £1100 better off?” he 
said. 

Gordon Brown, the shadow 
Chancellor, said yesterday's re- 
port from the Institute of Fis- 
cal Studies showed the tax 
burden had not remained the 
same, as Mr Major claimed. 

“We now know that is a lie,” 
he said. 

“So from the party that 
claims to stand up for the fam- 
ily, families with children have 
been hardest hit by the changes 
in taxation,” he added. 

Mr Brown would not give a 
commitment that the tax burden 
would not rise under Labour. 
The party has promised to keep 
to the income tax plans of the 
current government, and its 
figures show that the burden wiD 
rise in the next two years. 

He said the Government's 
own figures showed that the di- 
rect tax burden had risen from 
2flL2 per cent at the last election 
to 20.7 percent at this election, 
and the typical family was pay- 
ing 14.4 per cent today in indi- 
rect taxes compared to 12-5 per 
cent at the last election. 

The IFS report said that the 


average tax increase was £7 
per week, or £350 per year. 
While a single earner couple 
with no children lost £10.40 a 
week and one with children 
£12.70 a week, a two earner cou- 
ple with no children lost £11 20 
and one with none lost £13.70. 

The Chancellor, Kenneth 
Clarke, said that while the Con- 
servatives would keep pressure 
on public spending. Labour 
would be forced to put up tax. 

“It is Labour which would 
risk higher taxes, because they 
are not committed to our 
spending numbers for more 
than two years, and even then 
their figures do not add up - 
there is a £I2bn hole in their 
plans,” he said 

Earlier, Mr Major had hint- 
ed that the Conservatives would 
rather cut income tax than keep 
dawn Value Added Tax. 

“We have made it clear dur- 
ing the last few yeans that our 
priority was direct taxation. 
We do so for the reason that It 
gives people direct choice about 
how to spend their money.” 

On TUesday, he said he saw 
no reason to believe the Con- 
servatives would have to change 
the rates of Value Added Tax. 


Labour steps in for branches Vote for soft carpets and pools 


Fran Abrams 


■■■ Labour will impose candi^ta 
' on ibrec scats where sitting 
MPSi have stood dwjjui foefast 
five days. A panel ofthe party s 

. National EwcuirveCbmmittM 

wffl choose replacement for the- 
members 

this week that tocai branches 

would be alkwed to decide 

The revelation came_amid 

.4V allegations from MPSthat 
they bad been offered seats m 
' the House of Lords undera 
. Labour government if -they 
would make 

: arid more favoured eanefidates. 


Seven MPs have now stood 
down since the general election 
was called three weeks ago. The 
final date for the formal' nom- ■ 
nation of "candidates is next, 
week, to St Helens South. War-, 
rington South, Cumbernauld 
ann Kilsyth and Pontefract arid 
Castieford, localparty members 
were allowed to vote on" 
replacements for John Evans, 
Doug Hoyle, Norman Hogg, 
and Sir Geoffrey Lofthouse. - 
In the three remaining seats, 
Kilmarnock "and Loudoun, 


Dudley North arid Kngston- 
upou-HUir West, the national 


upon-HttU west, roe nauuiBu 
party wffl decide .who will replace 


Wflh'e McKehrey, John Gilbert 
and Stuart Randall. 

The NEC panel will meet to- 
' day to dnrorup shortlists of pos- 
sible replacements. It is 
expected to interview and 
choose candidates for the Eng- 
lish seats tomorrow and the 
. Scottish seat' on Saturday. 

. . Amon g those who are still 
looking.for seats are two MBs 
- Labour's higher education 
spokesman Bryan Davies and. 
the Glasgow Central MP Mike 
Vjtefron, both of whom were 
affected by boundary changes. 

•. feck Dromey, deputy gener-" 
ahjecretary of the Uunsportand 


General Workers’ Union and 
husband of Labour's social se- 
curity spokeswoman, Harriet 
Harman, has also fjr pregsfri an 
interest in standing. 

Others who were shortlisted 
for seats "bur did not win in- 
cluded Hilary Benn, Tbny 
Bean’s son and a former coun- 
riHor,’Derek Scott, an eco- 
nomics adviser to Tbny Blair, 
John Harman, leader of 
Kiridees council; and Oath Ash- 
ton, a union convener. 

Last night national party 
rookesraen would still not con- 
fern how the selections were to 
be made. 


Steve B ogga n 


Tbny Blair rejected Tbiy claims 
that he was “cracking up” yes- 
terday afia sailing up and down 
a river in a brightly-coloured 
boat with an election candidate 
who wants to introduce “softer 
carpets” in schools. 

Eschewing the Labour 
leader’s plans to reduce class 
sizes for five-, six- and seven-year- 
olds, another candidate 
promised instead to buy all 
schools a swimming pooL 

"They’re desperate people, 
these Conservatives,” said Mr 
Blair, landing four-square with 


the candidates. “You will see in 
■ this election that they wfll hy to 
scare and frighten people about 
me and the Labour Party. But 
it’s they who are cracking up ” 
Despite Tbiy protestations 
and his antics aboard the 72ft 
barge, Mr Blair had not gone 
potty. And neither had the oth- 
er candidates, Alex Doona and 
Rory Lowines, both seed so. 


my Lowings, both aged six. 
Tneywere accompanying Mr 


Blair and his wife, Cherie, 
aboard The Redshank, sailing 
back and forth along a section 
of Bristol Docks to highlight 
Labour’s commitment to re- 
ducing class sizes. 


Alex and Rory are standing 
as candidates in elections at 
Oldbury Court primary school. 
Like Mr Blair, they are stand- 
ing on 1 May, unlike him, they 
can make wild promises to the 
electorate. 

Roxy, who is standing for the 
Star Wus Party, said: “If I was 
Prime Minister, I'd give mon- 
ey to every school m the world 
to buy a swimming pool.” 

Then, troprompied by any 
Labour spin doctors, he added: 
*Td vote for Tony Blair. He’d 
make a good Prime Munster.” 

AJex called for “more maths 
and fewer stories”, adding: “If 


I were Prime Minister, I'd make 
the school carpets a bit softer.” 
But it wasn’t all serious stuff 


When asked why the Labour 


leader was in a barge, a party 
press officer replied: “The chil- 
dren are doing a project oo trans- 
port, so the message is that 
Labour is committed to im- 
proving ocr transport networks.” 

Barges? "Weil, under the 
Conservatives, Britain’s inland 
waterways have been com- 
pletely neglected. They could 
take a lot of freight and pas- 
sengers. We will make sure 
that the waterways are used for 
the benefit of the public.” 
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Forsyth pours scorn on 


‘fiscal fantasy’ of SNP 


Stephen Goodwin 


An attempt by foe Scottish Na- 
tional Party yesterday to pro- 
mote a. pensioners' package 
worth £12 a week for the aver- 
age couple brought another 
withering attack on the “fiscal 
fantasy” of the party’s forecasts 
for an’ independent Scotland. 

Michael Rusyth, the Secretary 
of State for Scotland, said the 
SNP had produced a blueprint 
for national impoverishment and 
impotence. The nationalists were 
trying to enlist the support of vot- 
ers on a false prospectus, he told 
a news conference. 

But the SNP claims it is win- 
ning the economic argument for 


independence and will focus on 
the issue again today. “People 
have to realise they don't have 
to stay locked into this union 
with England for economic rea- 
sons." said Michael Russell, 
the SNP’s chief executive. 

The party believes that by 
burying the perception of Scot- 
land as a “subsidy junkie” it win 
build confidence in people to 
vote for independence. Polls 
have the SNP at around 25 per 
cent but. encouragingly for Alex 
Salmon d and his team, anoth- 
er 28 per cent of Scots give the 
party as their second choice. 

Mr Russell said Treasury fig- 
ures had shown the party had 
been right in the past about the 


surplus in the Scottish economy 
thanks to North Sea o3, and it 
would be proved right in its fore- 
casts for the future. 

While there is acceptance 
amongst economists and polit- 
ical parties of a Treasury figure 
that Scotland has contributed 
£27bn more to the Exchequer 
since 1979 than it has received, 
the SNP is being pressed on its 
assumptions for die future. 

Mr Russell said a number of 
economists backed an SNP 
analysis indicating a surplus 
for Scotland of £125 bn over the 
next five years. Jim Wfclker, 
one of the Far East’s top econ- 
omists and formerly with the 
Royal Bank of Scotland, was 


called in aid by party leader Alex 

Salmond earlier this week. 


But the SNP’s opponents are 

Jhn Stevens, Chief EcatromE 
Forecaster at the respected Fras- 
er of Allan der Institute. The SNP 
had inflated Scotland’s true fis- 
cal position by £18.1bn over the 
next four years, Mr Stevens con- 
cluded. Its assessment was 
“about as useful as a chocolate 
fireguard”. But Mr Stevens, as a 
member of Labour's Scottish ex- 
ecutive, is hardly an independent 
io the matter. 

Mr Foisyth said the SNP’s 
calculations were based on the 
huge oil revenues of the pre- 


1986 boom years. These peaked 
at £lZtm in 1984-1985 and, ac- 
cording to Mr Stevens, their Hke 
would not be seen again. 

“The SNP’s own accounting 
shows that their old fashioned 
public-spending plans would 
entail an extra £5-5bn expendi- 
ture in the first four years of sep- 
aratism. Since actual fiscal 
situation of a separate Scotland 
would be a defiat of£8-Zbn, the 
consequences of such a pro- 
gramme would be national 
bankruptcy,” Mr Forsyth said. 

Andrew Welsh, the SNP vice 
president, dismissed the Secre- 
tary's remarks as those of a 
unKXoist with a narrow vested in- 
terest in his job at 'Westminster. 


Future shock?: Shirley Williams out canvassing in St Albans, Hertfordshire 


Photograph: John Voos 


Ashdown’s ‘open’ mission closed up 


Barrie Clement 


Paddy Ashdown's crusade to 
talk to all and sundry without 
fear or favour, whatever their 
politics, wasn't quite what it was 
cracked up to be yesterday. 

In tact an “open circle" of 
education specialists, parents 
and other interested parties at 
the Waldegrave Girls’ School in 
Twickenham wasn't entirely 
open. 

Debarred from the Ashdown 
presence was a mother who ap- 


parently turned up on spec and 
. wanted to ask questions about 
unacceptably large class sizes in 
local schools for which the Lib- 
eral Democrats hold responsi- 
bility through the local council. 

But Deidre RazzalL ex-chair 
of the council education com- 
mittee, was having none of iL 
“You are just here to make a po- 
litical point,” she told Mrs Sims. 

Ms Razzail thought Mrs Sims 
had been sent as a “plant” by foe 
Conservative Party in an attempt 
io disrupt foe proceedings. 


Mrs Sims refused to give her 
first name or divulge how she 
was going to vote - presumably 
further evidence that she was a 
Tory. Tin not trying to make a 
political point. I live over the 
road and saw the Liberal 
Democrats’ coach arriving. I 
came over to see if I could join 
the meeting.” 

A likely stoiy thought Ms 
Razzail who pointed out that 
those participating in the meet- 
ing were politically diverse, “in- 
vited” and there to discuss 


further and higher education. 

Alas, Mr Ashdown’s mission 
to spend what he self-con- 
sdousty described as “quality 
time” with the electorate, did not 
extend to Mrs Sims, who never 
got to see foe Lib-Dem leader. 

Anyway, Mrs Sims was told 
that class sizes were nothing to 
do with the council. It was all 
foe Government's fault 
Inside foe meeting Mr Ash- 
down asked foe 20-strong circle 
what they would do if they were 
G illian Shephard, Secretary of 


1 think Christine 
Hamilton is my best 
campaign asset I am 
used to be being am- 
bushed in places like Biafra 
but never anything like that - 
Martin Bell 


QUOTES 
OF THE 


I am for Britain and 1 think we 
are giving too much away to 
Europe. For example, 80 per 
cent of the fish is ours - 
Baroness Thatcher 


‘Britain on its way to 
being a police state’ 


If and when he is shown to 
have misbehaved - but only 
if and when he is shown to 
have misbehaved - then he 
should face the House of 
Commons - John Major on 
Neil Hamilton 


straight after they got in, 
when they promised they 
wouldn’t - A “voter from the 
future " on the Labour 
government 


Fran Abrams 

Political Correspondent 


The spectre of fascism entered 
the election Yesterday when 


I’d do anything to get Major 
back . . . thinking back, things 
were going quite well . . . 
things were nice and calm - 
Repentant Labour “Voters 
from the future ", in the Con- 
servative election broadcast 
They put tax up almost 


I think it is quite wrong. If s 
stupid and there is no ne- 
cessity for it Liberal Democ- 
rats should have the 
opportunity to vote for a Lib- 
eral Democrat candidate. We 
have denied them foe right to 
do so. That is quite wrong and 
against foe democratic prin- 
ciple - Sir Cyril Smith 
on the withdrawal of ^ 
the Liberal Democrat 
candidate in Tattoo J 


Compiled by Ben Summers 


The Independent Is on the World 
Wide Web a! last, with a general 
election web site run jointly with 
Virgin. 


V Independent/Virgin Election ‘97 

Is a highly interactive site, intended, 
above all else, to encourage informed 
y debate. 

It cuts through the mass of facts and 
figures that make up everyone a Isa’s 
election “coverage” on the web to expose the Issues that 
really matter to intelligent discussion. 


To }oin us, key in the following location: 
http://www.virgin.net/lndependent97/ 


the election yesterday when 
leaders of a campaign run by the 
actress Vanessa Redgrave and 
her brother Corin said Britain 
was well cm the way to becoming 
a police state. 

Only vigilance stood between 
us and the death camps of Nazi 
Germany, the group’s press 
launch heard. Many politicians 
were “pinstripe fascists” and 
somewhere in Methodist 
Central Hall, Westminster, 
there were ordinary citizens 
who could easily end up running 
death camps. 

The Charter for Basic Rights, 
which calls for the repeal of the 
Police, Criminal Justice, Asylum 
and Prevention of Terrorism 
Acts and foe trades union laws, 



identical to Le Pen’s,” he said. 

The Charter’s candidate, 
actor and lecturer Jan Koene, 
said -people should consider 
how foe Third Reich was able 
to take power in Gennany. 

“Pm not saying Britain m *97 
is the same as Germany in the 
‘30 b. We don’t have as many 
open fascists yet But it had to 
come from somewhere, and 
that’s our wanning." . 

His election address warns 


Vanessa Redgrave and 
(below) Saffron Burrows 


is fieldingjust one candidate in 
"looting. South London. 

In other areas it asks voters 
to question foeir candidates on 
human rights issues, but 
suggests that the Liberal 
Democrats’ views are nearer to 
its own foan those of the other 
parties. 

Mr Redgrave said provisions 
in foe Police Bill which allowed 
foe bugging and burgling of 
private homes “constitute foe 
sinews and apparatus of a police 



voters to talk in whispers or sign 
language if they have to consult 
a solicitor. 

“Under the Police Bill the 
police can bug the office. Or 
your doctor’s surgery. Or they 
"can tap your telephone. There 


are five times more telephone 
taps per head in Britain man in 


state.” 

“You may flunk there is no 
fascist party here that com- 
mands toe kind of support foe 
National Front has in France. 
But here we have pinstripe 
fascism. There are plenty of 
politicians whose beliefs are 


taps per head in Britain man in 
foe USA or Canada 

“The real messages of Britain 
that stick with me aren’t in the 
manifestoes,’? Mr Koene said. 
“They are the homeless in 
Charing Cross Road, the prison 
ships off foe coast, one in four, 
out of work. The gap between 
the rich and poor is worse than 
it has been since Dickens.” 

The group daims the support 
of Harold Pinter, and although. 
Ms Redgrave was m America 
yesterday foe actress Saffron 
Burrows, who starred in 
Karaoke, was at the launch to 
give her support. 



by Aanonymous 


U p dose an election 
campaign is a farce; 
a nonsensical con- 
fection. The raw ma- 
terial of- it - Che 
speeches and the visits -is ridicu- 




watched onTVorreadinthepa- ' 
pers - the backgrounds and ob- 
trusions ont and foe best 
bits sdected - does it make any kind of sense. 
Mr X went here and said that Mr Y went some- 
where else and contradicted it AH dear. But 
it isn’t like that for foe Candidate. He lives with 
his nose pressed firmly -against the 
absuidityofitail. 

ffc public daystaited with the need for some 
new histoiy. A policy had changed, but it was 
necessary to shew flat this was the consequence 
of some skrw, deliberative process. This meant 
reversing the normal historical pattern, and 
working backwards from foe change; creating 
arerverae paflL There would have to have been 
meetings, con v ersations involving senior par- 
ty figures, and past interviews whose contents 
could bear no other construction than the new 
one. - aB leading naturally to the present 
moment. 

This time the Candidate 
wouldn’t have to bear the brunt 


Bested an act of occupational em- 
pathy rivalling Marie 
Antoinette’s dressing up as a rus- 
tic shepherdess. Except that Mra 
Candidate’s face was eager and 
vulnerable; completely lacking 
foe brassiness of the huppuy 
artificial. • 

The trip though, was happily 
artificial. The Candidate s boat, 
stuffed to foe gunwales with gup-uxHhedsev- 
en-year-olds (on a transport project for Chris- 
sates!), made a few lazy circles around abigger 
boat carrying the press. Thank God, thought 
the Candidate, children aren t self-coiwauus. 
they don’t blame you for their own embar- 
rassment like journalists do. But big A. the pre« 
officer, sat under the cowling- his face a blush- 
ing mask of discomfiture. 

This one was for the photographers, that man 
tribe of cheerful cannibals, who Bye absolute- 
ly for their own pictures alone. Imagine the boys 
from Lord of the Flies never being rescued and 
actually growing up on that island, and you vc 
grasped hcrw snappers are. They push, elbow, 
kick and punch without rancour or bad feel- 
ing. No one is safe. 

' In Basildon the day before, ait old lady hit 
the deck. When the Candidate 
moves, they move backwards 
in from of him, preventing him 


of the questioning himself. His - . , m from ot him, prerenung nun 

adopted brother, the trouble- L SnaCPCTS TDUSll, from seeing those who he is 
some other half of his political ~ , - , . supposed to be visiting, ami 

identity, would do that instead. dbOW, klCk and Shielding him completely from 
The ursme Mr Brown, Gerard , their sight. Yet when you sec 

Depardieu to the Camfidate’s THfflCLL WltfaOUt the pictures at home, the pto> 
Tom Cruise, told the tale of ■ • _ T . . tographer isn’tlhere. It s Uke 

meetings, conversations, col- ranCOUT. No Cflie IS a beautiful landscape seen 
leagues and interviews. At the „ _ _ _ from a hi^h-spoed locumouye. 

back Friend Bobby (the one they safe. ID. BaSudOlI You think 11 s wonderful. But 
nicknamed the new Machi- ■ , ,,, i .i ail* 0 person acu * a,1 >' b ' ul S m 

avelli) looked on, his physiog- aU Olu lady hit the timbered farmhouse sees 
nomy a study in edges. Lang/ ±*-.- _ . is the bloody train whizzing 

sharp nose, sharp chin, sharp - • ( yy]c r v ' • past, making a noise from 


cheekbones. Sharp mind, ' 
tongue and eyes. Satisfied eyes. 

With no direct evidence that the new backward 
history was anything other than genuine, the 
London press pack let Mr Brown off with a oou- 
ple of muffled groans and a small sneer. 

Then the Candidate took a tram for the Wfest 
This involved 15 minutes (and coffee) with foe 
Press Association, 10 minutes (over kippers) 
with the Western Daily News, 10 more (toast and 
marmalade) with theflroio/ Gazette -done by 
the same man- andlO (napkin round mouth) 
with the oily representative of the privatised 
rail company. Meanwhile - kippedess - his 
speech-writer Paul, sat within fact-checking dis- 
tance, consulting his laptop for West Country 
statistics. Bristol docks at 1 1 for a boat trip. Mrs 
CandSdaie (“Sheree, not Shenyl as in DeroeeT) 
was in nautical colours. Her navy blue and 
white-striped outfit with yachting shoes sug- 


Yet all day the Candidate 
had to smile and wave, turn, grasp tillers and 
shake hands for foe cameras. As he did when, 
a mile downstream of where he had got on. he 
got off again, to be greeted by a vision in pow- 
der blue - heavily rouged and lipsticked - foe 
former “Red” Dawn MP (firebrand no longer, 
her past somehow dissolved, like a dream se- 
quence from a film) standing on the steps of 
the quay, awaiting her leader. “This way! 
SmSm” yelled the snappers. 

Hours later, and in foe mid-afternoon shad- 
ow of a Devon cathedral, foe Candidate met 
the first real people of the day, and rendered 
them his GP's speech about making things bel- 
ter. Above him, in the sunlit window of the 
fourth floor of the Royal Clarence HotcL a 
young chambermaid leaned against the sill and 
gave an absent-minded clap. 


media watch 


State for Education. Most. of 
their replies cost money. 

The financial plight of 
students was later brought 
home no Mr Ashdown on a visit 
to South Devon College, at 
Tbrquay. On foe wall above foe 
photocopier was a message to 
students: "It is a criminal 
offence to photocopy currency. 
This area is under security 
video surveillance.” Reported- 
ly some of the students had be® 
proffering photocopied tenners 
at foe local pub. 


First Tory TV pitch 


By Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


The Conservative Party made 
an undisguised pitch for the Es- 
sex man voter in its first Party 
Election Broadcast of the cam- 
paign last ni gh t. 

With four more broadcasts to 
come from the Conservatives, 
five from the Labour Party, 
three from foe liberal De- 
mocrats and a number from 


_ that an electorate al- 
ready bored with foe campaign 
would be turning away from 
broadcasts. 

The broadcast was less hard- 
hitting than its previous film of 
a woman crying red tears to a 
background of news reports 
about a Labour GoveramenL 
But it (fid continue foe theme 
of looking to a future under 
Labour. 

The Party asked nine actors 
to imagine they were taking part 
in a futuristic vox pop one, two 
or three years into a Labour 
government. They were then to 
improvise to camera die prob- 
lems theywould be firing under, 
supposedly unscripted. 

Each actor was fortunate to 
come up with a. set of worries 
that match exactly what foe 
Tbries want to raise in the mind 
of undecided voters: can you 
trust Blair on the economy? 

It was a difficult-decision be- 
cause I voted^ Tory, before," 
said a woman in her twenties 
filmed in front of a stark tower 
block. 

“ButT thoagfat they really had 
learned their lesson, the Labour 
Party, the Tbries had that slo- 
gan ... ‘Britain is booming - 
don’tlet Labour mess it up’ and 
I thought no, they won't do that, 
Blair won't do foaL But they 
have.” 

The broadcast, which was 
fimfoed oq Thesd^r by the Con- 
servative’s advertising' agency 
M&C' Saatchi, also tried to 



In the future: An actor imagines life under Labour 


subtly take on the sleaze factor 
“Like most people we thought 
fresh blood, you know," said a 
man in a leather jacket “Wfe be- 
lieved all that stuff about the 
government running out of 
steam and sleaze .. . and well it 
seems the further we get into 
the Labour term the more it was 
just change for change’s sake 
yon know." . 

The actors chosen repre- 
sented what the Tories think or- 
dinary people look and sound 
like. 

The accents were all Estuary 
English - fiat, slightly cocknev 
The women were overiv made- 
up with their hair dyed or strag- 
gly, a couple of them were 

overwwghL The only man in a 
suit and be was wearing a de- 
cidedly threadbare jacket while 
two of the men wore leather 
jackets. 

These were not sleek Coun- 


ty Tories. Each actor was filmed 
>n front of a bleak, urban envi- 
ronment like a concrete shop- 
ping centre or by the barred 
windows of a building. Each was 
accompanied by Iols of back- 
ground traffic noise. 

In between actors a black 
screen showed the words "Af- 
ter one year oF a Labour gov- 
ernment’' while a low-level 
wind, which one observer de- 
scribed as “the sound of a nu- 
clear winter”, whistled. 

The Conservative Party 
h°pcs that the language used > by 
the actors is the language being 
nsed in pubs now by people 
making up their mind bow to 
vote. 

It is convinced by focus group 
research that there is still a sub- 
stantial part of the electorate 
who have doubts about Lahuur 
returning to tax and spend poti- 

cii't 
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prime target is Mondeo Man 





6 I think the 
Labour 
leader is 
insincere 9 

Susan Lovett 








/ 



\ 


\ 


/'-V 




A' 



« ! ? 





r-r 


jC 


/ 



<m If Labour 
cock it up 
we will vote 
them out 9 

Mark Redfem 
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6 As soon as 
Major says 
something Blair 
backs down 5 

Steven Marriott 


A battle is looming in Middle 
England. Rcddiich, the Hereford 
and Worcester town which grew 
next to one of the country's 
wealthiest medieval abbeys and 
which became the needle-mak- 
ing capital of the British Empire 
is now at the centre of the po- 
litical struggle for the hearts 
and votes of the electorate. 

In tins new constituency of 


Park outing: Nursery nurses walking their charges in Redditch, where Tories are counting on now signs of prosperity to win them support 




61^40 voters- the town was for- 
merly part of the Mid Worces- 
tershire seat - new Labour 
needs a notional swing of 32 per 
cent to beat the Conservatives. 


Michael Streeter reports from the key battlefield of Redditch 


A major focus for them is what 
is known as “Mondeo Man” v the 
house-owning car-owning for-' 
met Tbatcherite voter, tfisillu.-. 
sioned, under John Major-. . 

for some observers, the phe- 
nomenon of Mondeo Man has 
supplanted Essex Man as the key 


indjeator group to the fate of this 
ekxtjQOv One Labour source 
claimed:' “Redditch is Middle 
.EirgStad. Ifs typfe^l of the kind 
of seat where people feel most 
betrayed by the 'Ibries’ record. 
Tkxhas increased and there is ris- 
ing aime.” The seat’s importance 


was underlined last week when 
the party’s deputy leader, John 
Presrott, kicked off the first of his 
national New Labour Shows in 
the town's Palace Theatre. 

• . Yet there are signs of pros- 
perity in whal was once the ar- 
chetypal Victorian boomtown. 


CarAnUoi mar be and II tr a* 
JJTV per Bomh |m 

nr xetpoo. Cmteoia ud nmne 


which became a new town 33 
years ago to the day. Nearly 30 
percent of households own two 
cars, above the national average 
of 24 per cent, and the number 
of jobless seeking benefit is 5.6 
per cent, below the United King- 
dom average of &5 per cenL 


Photograph: Brian Hams 

Conservative Association 
chairman Frank Myers is heart- 
ened by the current boom in the 
town and encouraged by the 
way his party won a borough 
council by-election on 13 March 
- albeit by just two votes. 

“It would bode well for the 
rest of the country if we could 
win Redditch," he said. But he 
concedes: “It mil be a tough 




£ Whoever 
gets in will 
have a hard 
time 9 

Adrian Biick 


seat, we’re right on a knife 
edge, on the front line." 

Just how tough is shown by 
The Independent's focus group 
of disaffected Tory voters below. 
Set up last autumn, some of the 
group have already derided to 
switch to Labour, none has 
switched to the Liberal De- 
mocrats, who are expected to 
come third in the new seat. 
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The first signs appeared yes- 
terday that Tony Blair’s appar- 
ent willingness to shift ground 
under criticism has undennined 
a little of this support, suggest- 
ing such backing may be quite 
“soft". 

Steven Marriott, 28, an engi- 
neer. was switching to new 
Labour but will now probably 
vote for John Major. “I thought 
that [Tony Blair] had a list of 10 
things he was going to do but at 
the moment he is just bickering 
with John Major. As soon as Ma- 
jor says something, Blair backs 
down. 1 think he’s panicking and 
he has disappointed me." 

AnoLher switcher, Mark Red- 
fern. 2*1, also an engineer, will 
stUI vote for Labour but is dis- 
appointed that Blair is not hav- 
ing a television debate with the 


Prime Minister. “He has let me 
down a bit on that. It would 
have proved he was the 'right 
man for the job." But he takes 
a practical view of a Labour win. 
“If they cock it up we wflTvote 
them out next time." 

Local government worker 
Grafg Coates, 37, will baric new 
Labour “reluctantly” - citing 
health as a key issue, a recur- 
ring theme in The Indepen- 
dent's focus group. “Tbny Blair 
is the best man for the job and 
the best Labour leader in my 
lifetime. But Tm not quite sure 
abewt the rest of them - they are 
keeping quiet at the moment." 

Roger Ftcst, a former British 
Gas travel manager, and an- 
other switcher, believes Mr 
Blair has been “excellent” dur- 
ing the first part of the cam-: 


paign. He welcomes the Tory 
.support for small businesses 
but says it is belated, and be- 
lieves ary Labour problems 
over devolution will not matter 
in towns like Redditch. “We had 
a saying at work, ‘Let’s look at 
the wider issues- how will it af- 
fect meT. People vote for whafs 
best for them. If s also about 
celebrities and Tony Blairis fhe 
man of the time.” 

Another likely Labour voter, 
warehouse operative Adrian 
Bfick^SO, m common with many 
in the focus group, is wary 
about pledges by Labour and 
theTbries not to put up taxes. 
“Whoever gets in will have a 
bard time,” he said. 

Susan Lovett, a former sales 
consultant, says what she re- 
gards as Mr Blair’s evasions 


have confirmed her decision to 
stick with theTbries. “1 saw him 
interviewed by David Dimble- 
by and be did not want to an- 
swer the questions. I t hink he 
is insincere." 

Nor do new Labour's tax 
promises persuade Denise 
Sparkes, 35, a dressmaker and 
supermarket worker, “The 
Tones have put up bat they 

have now done their worst 
Labour could put up a whole 
load of different taxes." 

None of the group regards 
sleaze asa key issue in the elec- 
tion, which instead seems to 
hinge on trust - or lack, of it. 
David BignelL 51, a former 
British Tfelecom engineer, sums 
up the views of those intending 
to stay with the Conservatives. 
'Vs better the devil you know." 
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AROUND THE REGIONS 


High ground holds key as reds 
aim to take the blue citadels 


“I’m giving them five years to 

turn the country around. 1 
have always voted Tory, trot not 

anymore. Labour cant do any 

w»,soii««nV*SS!E 

them a chance. Tony BJairhas 
cot his priorities right, said 
Carole Shewring. 

Mre Sharing, 41. wori^ 
an assistant in a spcaal sdxooh 
has two children and her hus- 

significant, bwause 
ford is one of the few centres 
nf population in her con- 
stituency, Wrekin. This new 

SaibSniedafterahdlrathw 

than a town as it docs not boeSi 
a settlement larger than the 
Wolverhampton commutervu- 
SSSofShifoalandAlbrtahinn.- 

Mrs Shewring is one of many 

“switchers" Labour canvassers 

need to overturn the new seafs 
notional Copcrvanvc rnajon- 

hflls of Shropshire, Labp F 
cannot hopefowrcsttelJi^ 

affiS-SS*' 


j>n r up* thru 

STAR 


- not even with the help of 
Julian Critchley, the disillu- 
sioned pro-European Tbiy MP ■ 
. who is retiring there- Nor can 
they dare hope for Derek 
Conway’s constituency of 
Shrewsbury and Atcham, al- 
though the swing required, 10 
percent, is well within whal the 
opinion polls suggest. 

So the real battleground m 

Shropshire is \Vtekin, which has 

been split from the new town 
of Tfclfo id, and which needs an 
8 per cent swing. Until recent- 
ly it was right at the end of the 
fist of Labour targets. It seems 
unlikely that Labour could 
even have a chance m an area 
of small market towns and rur- 
al villages, hot to mention four 
grant-maintained 31111 two 
grammar schools. ... 

But perhaps Mies Shewring is 


typical of a horde of Tbries who 

are changing their allegiance. 
Peter Bradley, the Labour can- 
didate, is SO enthused by there- 


to breaking Tbny Blair’s in- 
junction against complacency. 
“The reception I have had has 
been fantastic. Of course, we 
were campaigning at lOOmph 
less than five minutes after 
John Major iefi Buckingham 
Palace to call the election." 

This does not seem to wor- 
ry Peter Bruinvels, the Con- 
servative candidate and former 

MP for Leicester East, whose 


tiou on Monday - although he 
has been the prospective can- 
didate since last year. Like Mr 
Bradley, a Westminster Labour 
councillor, he is an outsider to 


the area, a part-time O feted in- 
spector since losing his job in 
1992. During his tune in Par- 
liament in the early Eighties, he 
was well known as a maverick 
right-winger, who once volun- 
teered tone a public hangman. 

He said; “The Wrelrin is not 
a marginal seat, it is a safe seat. 
This constituency fits me like a 
glove and it is a very long shot 
for Labour.” 

Jeff Parkinson, a butcher 
who has lived In the con- 
stituency for 35 years, has voted 
for the Tories all his life and 
ini ends to stick with them. 
“There have been times when 
I have moaned at the govern- 
ment - but it’s not enough to 
make me change my mind. At 
least you know where you are 
with the Conservative party. I i 
would rather go with the devil 
I know than the devil Won't." 

But if Mr Bradley’s doorstep 
rampaiyi m ntimiaK at lOOmph, 
Mr Bnunvels may find his glove 
a tight fit on 1 May. 

Amy Bould 

Shropshire Star 


Get on the ball with Britain's 
only money back credit card 


The new Alliance & Leicester Credit Card gives you 
money back on every purchase, every year? There’s n 
other card like it in the U.K. today! 

Just look at all the advantages you enjoy: 

0 money back on every purchase, every year 
0 double money back of up to 2% in 1997 

0 no annual fee - unlike many other credit cards 

1 up to 46 days interest-free credit 
I free Purchase Protection 


Low standard rates 

of 17.9% APR and 
12.9 °b A PR on trail s ferre d 

balances until they are repaid 


Get on the ball for 
double money back. 
Apply today 

trCALL FREE 

0500 83 83 83 
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Tear gas 


and gun 


fire as a 


brutal trap 




is sprung 

Crying shame: A woman covers her face as tear gas fills the air outside the home of Bienne T s W sekacH before he left for the Prime Minister’s offices 

- , , were appealing for the forcigp 

E ST*" Government troops ambush Zaire's Prime Minister as US declares Mobutu ‘a creature of history ”^^^ meS8to,hcir 

victoiy sign, marching op KisaD- detachment - led Kongolo Asafreshbanageofteargas rade was over, and he never Mr Mobutu declared a state of umstopveMr'Hnsekedftatp^ - 

gam Street towards his first “Saddam Hussein” Mobutu, flooded the street, armoured even made it to work. Having emergency and appointed se- pofftcread^xjnstranoootwnat of m- Tshisckedi’s 

day of work at the prime tnin- the president's son - even be- cars screamed through the pan- dabbled with democracy and re- • trior officers to govern the five this state of emergency n l{ - rTnijn for Social 

ister’s office. gan clearing a way to help him icked crowd, pouring automat- form, Presdesr Mobutu is re- . major regions soft in govern- . in practice. From the tnne tney -Then? is the tecal 

President Mobutu Sese through. Heartened by rlusdis- ic fire into the air. The Prime veiting to a style of rale be meat hands. . teft their l eade r s house imW the Pr^»- 

Seko’s soldiers, who had spent play of rmsncfliaticra, the crowd Minister-designate staggered seems more co mf ort a ble .with. ■Yesterday morning, as Lub- ‘ final rout three hours later, me 1 . - .wathim Ra- 
the morning blodring and Uud- cheered louder sdfi. Then, only gamely on for a few yards bo- On Tuesday night, white rebel um ha riri fclt gy ujiDcnttropps crowds were sutyected to re- > 

geoning Mr Tkhisekedi’s sup- 300 yards short of his goal, the fore he was grabbed by sakfiers forces were bombarding the . in the capital, Kmshasa,were us- peated assaults at the hands of b afternoon President 
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For five joyful minutes yester- 
day morning, Etienne Tshiseke- 
di, Zaire's veteran opposition 
leader, must have known how 
Gandhi felt. As the tear gas 
thinne d over Mandela Round- 
about, the diminutive “Ti-Ti” 
emerged from a delirious 


-Ybu see how democracy is 
Zaire.” said Michel Chcl-K, 


crowd, hands extended in the - porters, let him pass. One trap was sprang. 


and bundled into a car. His pa- southern city of Lubombashi, ing tear gas, rifle butts and ba- 
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in practice. From the time they 
left their leader's house until the 
final root three hours later, the 
crowds were subjected to re- 
peated assaults at the hands of 
Mobutu’s troops. 

The unrest marked the end 
of a iongweek forMr 'Bhiseke- 
di, nominated as Prime Minis- 
ter by the parliamentary 
opposition just eigfit days ago. 
Initially, Mr Mobutu’s follow- 
ers agreed, hoping to use the 
veteran democrat as a diplo- 
matic foil to Laurent. Kabila’s 
advancing rebels. Only one day 
later the Prime Munster-desig- 
nate announced he planned to 
dissolve the un elected parlia- 
ment and prepare for elec- 
tions, meanwhile appointing 
an interim cabinet that contains 
no Mobotist ministers. 

Tbrified at what amounted to 
a non-military coup, Mobutu 
supporters announced last 
weekend that they would no 
longer smport Mr Ikhiseketfi as 
ftimeMnuster. On Monday and 
Tuesday, opposition students 
took to the streets to prevent 
MPs from making good their 
promise to sack MrT&hisekedi. 
Yesterday, flusbedwith success, 
they were to escort their candi- 
date to hte first day at work. 

So at 1020am aprocession of 
several tfcousaadyoung men left 
the Prime Munster's house, 
waving the palm leaves that 


in Zaire,” said Michel Chcl-K, 
a member of Mr Tshisckedi’s 
Democratic Union for Social 
Progress. "There is the legal 
Prime Minster in the street and 
they gas and shoot at him. Ka- 
bila should come now.” 

Early afternoon President 
Mobutu used emergency pow- 
ers to appoint a new prime min- 
ister, General Likulia Balongo. 
With his supporters dispersed 
and the army in control of the 



Mobutu: Reverting to familiar 
style of government 


S 


streets, Mr Tshisekcdi was re- 
leased and sent home. 

Yet the biggest loser in yes- 
terday’s street battles will be Mr 
Mobutu himself. 

The United States yesterday 
stated that Mr Mobutu, its long 
time ally, should step down, and 
indicated it is trying to arrange 


m 
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waving me palm leaves mat a place of exile for a man the 
symbolise victoiy in Zaire. Less White House said was about to 


si 


than 10 mimxtesiater they were 
given their first taste of tear gas 
and rifle butts. 

Foreign journalists were sin- 
gled out for particular attention 
throughout the day. In the first 
attack a television cameraman 
and photographer were seized 
by soldiers, beaten up and 
robbed of all their equipment 
Later, as gunfire echoed over 
Mandela Roundabout, Zaireans 


become “a creature of history”. 

The message was the clear- 
est sign so far -and perhaps the 
decisive one - ibal the ruler who 
took power 32 years ago with 
the support of the CIA has now 
been irrevocably abandoned by 
his erstwhile Western patrons. 
Washington's goal now is a 
peaceful transition to democ- 
ratic elections and a properly 
representative government. 
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Lubumbashi, Reuter — 
Laurent Kabila’s rebels en- 
tered Lubumbashi yester- 
day, cheered as liberators 
in Zaire's second city, their 
biggest prize to date, 
writes Richard Meares. 

Crowds cheered “Kabi- 
la, Kabila" as the rebels 
arrived in the southern 
suburbs from the direction 
of the Zambian border, 
once the intense gunfire 
that marked the front line 
had moved on towards the 
centre of the copper city 
of one million peaple. 

Residents said yester- 
day afternoon that the 
rebels had not yet entered 
the post office square that 


marks the city centre, 
though Zairean soldiers 
were nowhere to be seen. 
Rebels said they had met 
fierce resistance some 
15km <10 miles) out of 
town, after which they had 
marched in.There had 
been heavy mortar and 
gunfire through the early 
afternoon. 

“We are fighters who 
have come to liberate 
you," one rebel soldier 
told gleeful staff at the 
city's top hotel, the Kar- 
avia. The staff provided 
fizzy red soda pop to 
quench the thirst of the . 
more than a dozen rebels 
fined up around the hotel. 
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WORKS ACROSS AMERICA. 


Renewing your 
home insurance in 
April or May? 



iA 



The mobile phone is now truly mobile. 
Because Cellnet now covers all 50 US 
States and Canada. AU you need to use 
the new GlobalRoam" service is a US 
compatible phone which you can buy or 


hire. You don't even have to be an existing 
Cellnet customer (which is lucky because 
no other UK network offers such a service). 
However if you are a Cellnet digital 
customer you keep your mobile number 


and calls are charged to your monftty bill 
It couldn'ttesimpler.HaYifartlce day. 
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If you are 50 or 
over, just see 
how much you 
could save with 
Saga - call us 
NOW 

SAGA Home Insurance 
could offer you genuine 
savings over other 
policies, while giving 
yon cover that fully 
protects your home 
and possessions. . 

The Saga Price Promise 

If you find another 
comparable policy at 
a lower price within 
2 months of taking out 
SAGA Home Insurance, 
we will'refund you the 
difference. 



’ Insurance cover is 
comprehensive and 
low cost 

’ Discounts for home 
security 

1 Free pea with your 
quotation 



Call us today 

For your free no 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. We will be 
pleased to answer any 
questions you have on 
SAGA Hcime Insurance. 


SAGA 

Services Ltd 


0800 
414 525 
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New guard left 
in charge of 
ailing and 
corrupt 

economy, writes 

Phil Reeves 

Moscow — Three months ago, 
the news would have been 
greeted worldwide as further ev- 
idence that Boris Yeltsin was 
about as physically capable of 
governing Russia as Lenin, 
Whose Corpse Still lies in » man, 
solemn in Red Square. 

Not any more. The K remlin ’s 
announcement yesterday that 
Mr Yeltsin is going off for yet an- 
other break caused but a flick- 
er of interest. Both Russians and 
the international co mm unity 
seem persuaded at last that the 
president is back in business. 

Later this month he will set 
off for bis customary spring 
holiday at the Black Sea resort 
of Sochi where be wiD spend two 
weeks. It will conclude a typtcaHy 
frantic two months in which Mr 
Yeltsin - who tends to govern in 
sporadic and flamboyant bursts 
- has overhauled his govern- 
ment, agreed terms for a char- 
ter on Russia's relati onship with 
Nato, and set a fresh course to- 
wards the free market. 

For ouce, when .he gazes 
across his colossal fiefdom, Mr 
Yeltsin may be tempted to re- 
fled that it has improved, at least 
*•<>• when compared with last year. 
The Chechen war has ended, al- 
though tensions still simmer 
away between Moscow and the. 
□ew separatist government in 
Grozny. Fears that Commu- 
nists and nationalists would 
seize control of the Kremlin 
evaporated. Infighting among 
the government's big guns has 
subsided into bickering. 

There have been thousands of 
strikes over Russia’s $9bn 
(£5.6bn) wages and pensions ar- 
rears, but no large scale unrest 
Mr Yeltsin is not a healthy man, 
but he also does not appear to 
be at death’s door any longer. 
The possibility that he might ful- 
fil his term - unthinkable only 
a few weeks ago, when he had 
double pneumonia - no longer 
causes guffaws of disbelief. 

But the calm is misleading, 
for the landscape is littered 
with lethal snares. The armed 
forces remain on the verge of 
^rcoUapse; the government, to the 
W dismay of the Internationa] 
Monetary Fbnd. is still faffing to 
collect its revenues -last month 
it only raised 40 per cent of its 
Lax target. Russia remains lit" 
tered with vast, filthy. Soviet-era 
industries that are either pro- 
ducing unsaleable products or 
have shut down. 

Those businesses that are 
making money are heavily in- 
filtrated by criminals, many of 
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Say it with flowers: Boris Yeltsin presenting. Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin with 59 roses for his birthday yesterday 


Photograph: AP 


whom work hand-in-hand with 
corrupt officials. Despite signs 
that Russia’s moribund econo- 
my may at last be reviving, 
moves are afoot for a deeper 
union with the even more de- 
pressed Belarus, which could 
prove a heavy economic burden. 

‘ The task of overseeing this 
messy situation while Mr Yeltsin 
jscmhohdayfoDstoinsnewgDy- 
enunent and particularly its new 
reformers whose ranks swelled' 
further yesterday wftb the ap-._ 
pointment of Sergei Prikhodko 
aspresklential adviser onfcreigp 
afbirs. He will be marking along- 
side the manwhohas become 
the dapper public face of the. 
Kremlin, presidential spokes- 
man, Sergei Yasozbembsky. 

Captain of the hew class is 
Boris Nemtsov, who shares the . 
number two portion in gov- 
ernment with his fellow free 
marketeer, Anatoly Chubais, 
fiifr Nemtsov’s first few weeks as 
First Deputy Prime Minister 

a polfby the AD-RnssIsm^Phl^ , 
lie Opinion Centre named him 
as Russia’s most popular politi- 
cian - fractionally ahead of the 


retired paratrooper general, 
Alexander Lebed, and way 
above Mr Yeltsin himself, who 
was seventh. • 

However, support for the ex- 
governor of Nnamy Novgorod 
seems certain to wither; Millions 
of Russians- already struggling 
to survive five years of economic 
collapse - are unlikely to take 
kindly to government plans to 
overtoil their housing subsidies. :i 
Already tile powerful energy :, 
lobby in Moscow is squaring*^ 
for a brawl over Mr Nemtsov's ; 
plans to break up Russia’s vast 
natural resources, transport arid 
energy monopolies. 

. Although shrewd, Mr 
Nemtsov can also.be careless. 
Witness his memoir coutainiqg- 
bis reflections on life and pob- 
tksxaDetM Provincial Man, to 
be published later this month. 

; The book contains some tart 
remarks about his sew bosses. 
Mr Yeltsin, though depicted as 
tough and brave, is sometimes 
“reckless and careless". Viktor 
Chernomyrdin is “honest", but 
“hardly capable of being prime 
minister in times of crisis." 

Diplomat ‘spy’, page 21 


HALF PRICE SALE 


lb cater for every appetite, aft cabinets in 50 Kitchen and Bedroom 
. ranges are reduced in price, most by 50%. 
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Croatia poll heralds 
revolt’s f inal chapter 
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Tony Barber 

Europe Editor ■ - ■ • • 

In the desolate, war-scarred 
I owns of eastern Slavonia, the 
final flame of Serb resistance to 
Croatian rule is flickering out, 
almost six years after the region 
exploded in a fireball of rebel- 
lion. Voters in eastern Slavonia 
wili cast ballots on Sunday in 
local elections that wffl pave fee 
way for the Serb enclave s foil 
and permanent reintegration 

into Croatia by July* 

The elections herald the end 
of a Serb revolt whfch broke out 
in swing 1991 and led. to Eu- 
rope’s roost violent conflia smce 
1945. The rebellion, backed bv 
President Slobodan Milosevic of 
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The chief UN human rights 
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the dream oi niws 

populated parts of Croatia and 

faSng a Greater Serbian rtafe. 
hfoSSacfav*. that dream b«m 

ruins, shattered ty the crastag 
defeats which preadcnt Franjo 

Thdj man’s army 
9i*rhx in the summer oi 
£r thC Serbs of extern 
Slavonia, the future hd* 

smsgSS 

which has supennod 
: Slavonia since January 1WMJ 
. to 25,000 Serbs may leave the 


Future target A boy witli a toy 

gm studies election posters 

region, fleeing across the 
Danube to Serbia, rather than 
wait for Croatia to take over in 
July. . 

The refugees ate oertam to in- 
clude unrepentant extreme 


and paramilitary fighters impli- 
cated in war dimes; Yet such 
groups make up only a minori- 
ty of eastern Slavonia's popula- 
tion, and the UN administrator, 
Jacques-Batri Klein, is confi- 
dent that most ordinary Serbs 
wffl not abandon the region. 

Vriislav Staniixurowc, a mod- 
erate^ wbo leads the Independent 
Serb Democratic Tarty, a bloc 

Ibnnedfo contestSmK^eta> 

tibiB, agrees that a majority of 

Serbs stay and fry to build 

new lives. “They , have httle 
choice, since they have nowhere 
else to go. Serbia cannot help us 

■ much any mare/’h^said. 


Rebn, accused die Croatian au- 
thorities on Tuesday of persis- 
tent harassment of. Serbs and 
warned* that, such actions could 
easily provoke an exodus from 
eastern Slavonia. In particular, 
she died The burning down of 
houses belonging to Serbs who 
had tried to return to then- 
homes in the Enin area of 
south-western Croatia. 

With the bitter darityctf tun d- 
righ t, many. Serbs now see that 
President Milosevic did bis kins- 
folk in Croatia few favours 
when he incited their national- 
ist passions in 1991. They now 
have die worst of both worlds, 
encountermg suspicion or hos- . 
tifity in Croatia and indifference 
or rejection in Serbia. 

As happenedm the Serb-pop- 
ulated suburbs of Sarajevo last 
year, Serb hardliners in eastern 
Slavonia are trying to provoke 
an exodus of ordinary Serbs by 
spreading rumours of immi- 
nent Croatian revenge attacks. 
Tens of thousands of Croat 
refugees, displaced from eastern 
Slavonia-in 1991, arc expected 
to resettle theregkm alter July. 

Many such Croats undoubt- 
edly have harrowing memories 
of 1991. Few could ever forget 
the Serbs’mthless destruction 
of the leafy Danube town of 
Vukovar and the subsequent 
massacre of Croat rivilrans. 

Still, the Croat government 
has so lemnly promised the UN 
and Yfcstem powers to protect 
the Seibsafter eastern Slavonia’s 
reintegration. - 

Whether Croatia will honour 
that promise will become dear- 
er after fee 5,0OO*trong UN 
force begins to leave eastern 
Slavonian! July. 
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First flight out of Iraq 
takes pilgrims to Saudi 

In the first international flight by an Iraqi aircraft since 
1991, an aeroplane carrying 104 passengers on the Haj 
pilgrimage arrived unexpectedly yesterday at the Red Sea 
pent of Jeddah in Saudi Arabia. 

The flight may be in pan a response by Iraq to the hard 
tine on sanctions expressed by the United Slates Secretary 
of State, Madeleine Albright, who said that American 
policy Wild change only with an alteration to fee regime 
in Iraq. The aircraft, whose pilgrim passengers were afl 
over 50, had taken off from Rashid airbase outside 
Baghdad. After it crossed the Iraqi frontier, the flight was 
escorted by two Saudi ^yabian fighters. Saudi Arabia is 
obligated to receive Haj pilgrims bound for the boJv cities 
of Mecca and Medina. Patrick Coburn 

India and Pakistan in talks 

India and Pakistan held confidence-building talks 
yesterday amid rising hopes that fee long-time foes will be 
able to defuse half a century of tension. 

The foreign ministers of ihe two countries said they 
were pleased with their first talks since bilateral 
negotiations resumed last month after a three-year hiatus 
marred by diplomatic sniping and an insurgency in divided 
Kashmir. Reuters New Delhi 

Cartoon costs editor freedom 

A Tbrkish court imposed a prisnn sentence and fine on the 
editor of a magazine for publishing a cartoon which, it said, 
insulted Prime Minister Nccmetlin Erbakan, according to 
fee Anatolian news agency. Kutiu Esendcmir, of Lemon 
magazine, was given a feree-and-a-half month jail sentence 
and fined 2^00,000 Turkish lira (£11). Reuters - Ankara 

PNG copper mine targeted 

Mercenaries hired to pul down a secessionist rebellion in 
Papua New Guinea planned to capture a vast copper mine 
on Bougainville island with a force of 1.200 soldiers, a 
public inquiry was told. 

Brigadier-General Jeny Siogirok, fee sacked PNG 
army commander, told fee inquiry into last month’s 
aborted mercenary operation that British-based military 
consultancy Sandline International wanted to make the’ 
mine the focus of its operation. Reuters - Port Moresby 

Let’s hear it for the girls 

A judge has ruled feat a man’s breasts just don’t have the 
same sex appeal as a woman's. 

The decision on Tuesday by federal Judge John S Martins 
upheld a 1995 city law banning female topless dancing in 
residential areas. “One does not have to be a psychologist 
or a sociologist to recognise feat" he said, “if it were known 
that 10 topless women were walking down Park Avenue and 
10 topless men were walking down Madison Avenue, fee 
effect on fee traffic on Park Avenue would be substantially 
greater than on Madison Avenue." AP - New York 


It's plain to see why 
Shaker Cream is simply 
more affordable 
this Spring 
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SHAKER CREAM 40% OFF 
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Take a look at these tempting Spring offers 


'Whirlpool 


Free Dishwasher 


ADG993 

when you spend £3,250 or mote on a kitchen purchase (excluding Installation) 
WORTH £58R99 (RRP) 


Free Hob ■ . 40% OFF* 25% OFF 


with selected oven packs Refrigeration Launcfiy 

ASK IN-STORE FOR DETAILS OF THESE AND MANY MORE OFFERS 


Firenzi 


Exclusive appliances from Magnet Quality, style and features at value for money prices. 


'h9rs s so much -c- choose Irom on tr?e- (vl tic.net menu. 

For your nearest showroom call 

0800 555 825 


Magnet 

SALE 

NOWON 

Food for thought 


Serving 19 beautiful Idtohe n a between the hours oh 
Monday-Saturday 8.00-5.00. Selected branches open until 8.00 
on Thursday and 10.00-4.00 on Sunday. 

Check each branch for details. 

IN 57 Dheounts are Oft prtoas chafed beweon 2 nd -21 si March 1997 . 
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Prodiwins 

vote on troops 
to Albania . . . 
but at a price 


China moves to squash d 


Paul Holmes 

Reuter 


Rome — The Italian Chamber 
of Deputies yesterday gave its 
approval to the initiative of the 
Prune Minister. Romano Pro- 
di. to deploy Italian troops in a 
multinational force in Alba- 
nia. The Chamber approved the 
force, to be led by Italy, by a vote 
of 503 to 85, with seven ab- 
stentions. 

Mr Prodi won the vote at the 
cost of a damaging rift with his 
hard left allies. Facing the 
stiff est political challenge in 
11 months in office, he staved 
off an immediate government 
crisis when the centre-right op- 
position Freedom Alliance said 
it would vote with his centre-left 
coalition on a joint motion to 



Prodi: May ask president to 
decide his government's fate 


deploy the force. Bat it exact- 
ed a high price for voting with 
the government, forcing Mr 
Prodi into a humiliating ad- 
mission that he was not able to 
muster a majority of his own on 


the policy after key ally Com- 
munist Refoimdation said it 


munist Refoundation said it 
would vote “no“. 

Addressing the lower Cham- 
ber of Deputies, Mr Prodi said 
he would ask President Oscar 
Luigi Scalfaro to decide his 
fate ifhis key allies in the Com- 
munist Refoundation failed to 
bade him in the vote to deploy 
an Italian-led security force in 
the troubled Balkan state. 

Refoimdation, without which 


the centre-left government 
cannot muster a majority in the 
lower house, confirmed that it 
would vote against the 6,000- 
stxtmg force of up to eight na- 
tions, the first of its kind to be 
led by Italy. 

The party's stance compelled 
Mr Prodi to rely instead on the 
main centre-right opposition 
Freedom Alliance to support 
the mission. 

“I declare now that if the dis- 
sent expressed by the Commu- 
nist Refoundation group 
persists, I wDl go immediately 
to die head of state to inform 
him officially of the situation 
and await his evaluation," Mr 
Prodi said. The options open to 
President Scalfaro. the supreme 
arbiter in Italy's politics, indude 
asting Mr Prodi to tender his 
resignation or, which is more 
likely, sending him to parlia- 
ment for a vote of confidence, 
in order to determine whether 
his 11 -month-old government 
stands or falls. 

The split has highlighted the 
vulnerability of Mr Prodi’s 
coalition to Refoundation’s 
casting votes on a difficult do- 
mestic agenda. These indude a 
drive to reduce Italy's social 
spending to prepare the coun- 
try for entry into Europe’s 
planned single currency. 

Refoundation says it will 
back Mr Prodi in any confidence 
vote as long as it is not on Al- 
bania. Bat the coalition party 
leaders now want a thorough 
review of the stormy alliance m 
order to assess whether the 
hard left can be brought into 
line on key economic policies. 

“What we have to do now is 
seek a confidence vote on the 
government’s programme. The 
vote must be on precise issues 
and not general matters," said 
the Italian Foreign Minister, 
Lamberto Dini, leader of the 
centrist Italian Renewal party. 

Tbe opposition supports the 
idea of sending a force to Al- 
bania. But U exacted a high price 
for voting with the government, 
insisting Mr Prodi acknowl- 
edge that his parliamentary 
majority has been cut to shreds 
on the issue. 
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MJN 


‘Vote Winner’ 


MIN, the UK's leading award winning PC manufacturer cartnues to come 
out top in the polls wfth jfs systems consistently wted "The Best* forquafity, 
performance and vakie by the leading PC publications. 
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PC? 



MJN’s new range of hi^i performance systems provide even more functionality 
and are upgadeabte to or based on Intel Pentium - processors with 


MIN Offers End 20th April 


MMX™ 'technology. 


MIN 166+ 

• &86PR-1J06+ p roces s or 

manufectued by IBM 

• Uwadeabte © Wer PerskrT 
200MHz processor W(h«fMX" 

■ 32Mb EDO RAM 

• 12 speed CD-ROM *tve 

• 33£ V34+ vote modem 

• 21Gb hard efisk 

• IS* SVGA 028dpsjem 

• 256K pipeine burst cache 

• feat 64-bit gapHcs using 2Mb 

system RAM 

■ l&txtsweo sound, joystick, 
and prerrnm (320rr PMPO) 


MIN166M 

• Intel Pentium* 106MHz processor 
VHtn AiMX” Technotaff 

• Upgffldeabfe to KcJ Rencun* 
200MHz processor with MMX** 

■ 32MbED0RAM . 

• 12 speed CD-ROM drive 

• 336V34+ voice modem 

• 2JG& hart dtek 

■ 15“ SVGA 0i28dp screen 

■ 256K pipeine burst cache 

• Fast 64-bit gaphfcsusng2Mb 
system RAM. • 

• 16-bit stereo sound, joystick and 

' prerr*m U20« PKffO} speakers 


MIN 200+ 

• Q«86PR-200+ processor 
nwB^cbjBd by IBM 

•* Ufl®Bdeatte ©Intel Rsuourn* 
200MHz processor with WMX~ 

• 512K plpeflne burst cache 

• 32Mb HX) RAM 
> 3^Gbhart<£* 

• 326 V34+wice modem 

• 16 Max CD-ROM drive 

• 15* SVGA 0_28tfc screen 
(17* optional) . 

■ ah Ragan 3 d gapHcs wmi 4Mb 

SGRAM 


M^tabte sound cart, joysdek & 
promton U20w PMPO) spetere 


MIN 200M Exec 

• Intel PertJw^ 200MHz processor 

Wftfi MMX“ Tecfinoteftr 

• 5l2Kprpefine burst cache 

- 64Mb EDO RAM 

• 5Gbharddme 

■ 33.6 V34+ voce modem 

• 16 Max CD-ROM dive 

• 15 r SVGA 028dp screen 
(17* optional) 

- ATI fe0a i) 30 gapHcswith 8Ma 

• SGRAM&TV-Out 

• AHPC-TVvrthTfcelWt 

' SouncBtaster 64 AWE hardware 
Wawaxe sow) cart. Joystick & 
premium (240w PMPO) speaker 

Wstemvritii aXMoofer 


MocM No: 432 


Model Noe 454 


AM MMilMMK 7 bsymjd-tww case, 35* floppy tWwe,PS2 mouse, 106 Keyboard, software MPEG, rrcuse port, 
2 fast senal ports, paaw port, games port MtamoU* Windows? 95 and mastiue software bwle. 


Medal Nos 4M 


BUY A JAR OF NESCAFE AND YOU COULD BE HAVING BREAKFAST ON ONE OF 
«00 DREAM HOLIDAYS AROUND THE WORLD. For instance, you could wm one of 
IQ imirrwwi fafidgt m Jamaica, Honda, Kenya or ennang rhe Caribbean. Abo, dare are 
250 seven nighr European dry holidays — Syihg with British Midland and staying in. a fim- 
class GoldenTblip'Wbddmde Hoed - and 740 refering champagne breakfast breaks in the 
UK to be won. But if you done win one of the dream holidays don’t despair all 

other labels offer guaranteed fewest price weekends at the Jarris Hotel of your choice. 

CUtflttfrlLaN. opro « UK hUcmi aged Uioa KOKH NowifaMn Maj -Bfp^w^L. ^ -- 


memded 

Software 

lotus SmartSuite 96. 
werlOteadngCD 
tffles pis ©every 
bast educational, 
borne are leisure 

scfluoreirtnaoRRf* 
over £10001. 


EpemStyta color 200 720 X 720 dpi intyet printer £I9&58 KU9+VXD 

^faoup System Peri l — w ry 

■ BlUUaM Mi 
. P MBMpM »WM^33Mb 

P MM3MM32IM 



MJN 200+ 32**> AP 4**» 


wmabdMMWAai 

^ ^ 140 ^ 160 170 i80 1BO-2D0 




a* British, Vhi!s,-1 


MJN* 01 282 777 

» • m ■. W . falapfaona sales hn am open Monday- Ridavaa^,. •» m 


16Mb swan unih . mm"** n3RMn J*«*«pmcew 

- 100%1. Based on Zff*Da«W!nstEne96bendrnate. 

2 777 555 
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Ashamed 


ear 


Howard clean-up stalls as MPs face 

charges, writes Robert Milliken 


Sydney — There is no sign of a 
Martm Be D m white armour rid- 
ing to the rescue. But Australia 
is proving that Britain is not 
akme with its worries about 
sleaze. 

Hie Australian government 
was embroiled in controversy 
yesterday, as three MPs aligned 
to the ruling Liberal-National 
coalition, faced police investi- 


misuse of their parliamentary 
expenses. 

John Howard, the prune 
minister who came to power last 
year promising new standards 
of probity in public life, has been 
embarrassed by the sleaze, 
known as the parliamentary 


“rorts** after an Australian col- 
loquialism me aning rackets or 
deceptive practices. Mr 
Howard's shame has been com- 
pounded by the fact that he had 
spent weeks defending one of 
the MPs amid mounting public 
clamour for the politician's 
resignation. 

That MP is Mat Colston, a 
member of the Senate, the up- 
per house of federal parlia- 
ment, who was forced to repay 
almost A$7,000 (£3300) test 
month after an inquiry revealed 
he bad wrongly claimed al- 
lowances for trips. Mr Colston 
has been accused of flying 3 ,000 
miles across Australia from 
Brisbane to Perth, on parlia- 




international 



mentary expenses, just to daizo 
frequent flyer points, of claim- 
ing travel allowances on 43 
days since 1993 when he did not 
travel, and of using a chauffeur- 
driven government car when be 
already had a self-drive car 
fended by taxpayers. 

The defence of Mr Colston 
by Mr Howard and some senim: 
ministers was based on sheer 
political opportunism. Mr Col- 
ston once belonged to the 


Labor Party, but he left it in a 
huff last year when it refused to 
back him for the job of deputy 
president of the Senate. 

Mr Howard's conservative 
government needed Mr 
Colston's vote in the Senate, 
where it does not. have an 
absolute majority. It supported 
the newly independent Mr Col- 
ston for the job. In return, he 
has supported the government 
in getting some of its most con- 


troversial legislation through 
the Senate, especially its Ml to 
privatise one-third of the state- 
owned telecom. 

But Mr Howard’s refusal to 
condemn Mr Colston's behav- 
iour over his use of public mon- 
ey backfired spectacularly on 
Tbesday night It came when 
Christine Smith, a member of 
Mr Colston's staff who had 
earlier taken the blame for his 
false travel drums, recanted. In 


a statement that her lawyers 
sent to the Senate, Miss Smith 
said her earlier version -that 
she had kept erroneous records 
-had bear made underpres- 
sure from Mir Colston. “I now 
w&h to advise that my statement 
was incorrect,” she said. U I was 
not responsible for preparing 
the senator’s travelling 
allowance claims.” 

Miss Smith said she bad ini- 
tially agreed to help Mr Colston 


because she believed him when 
he told her that the errors were 
genuine, and that the row was 
part of a Labor Party cam- 
paign to discredit him. 

Miss Smith’s revelation, 
the prime minister has referred 
the Colston “rorts" to federal 
police, and has called on Mr 
Colston to resign as Senate 
deputy president. The loss of Mr 
Colston’s support in the Senate 
could have serious long-term 


Wheeler-dealer: Mai 
Colston, left, was forced 
to repay £3,000 worth of 
public money while, John 
Howard, above, the prime 
minister, must deal with 
the fall-out 

Photograph: Reuters 


consequences for Mr Howard's 
legislative programme. 

At the same time, federal po- 
lice this week laid fraud charges 
against Michael Cobb, a back- 
bench MP from the National 
Party, the junior partner in the 
government coalition, and Boh 
Woods, a former Liberal Parly 
member of the Senate. Mr 
Woods resigned from parlia- 
ment last month amid a row 
over the “rorting’* claims and a 
separate sex scandal 

Both men have been charged 
under the Crimes Act with 
making false claims over their 
parliamentary travel 

allowances. They face prison 
sentences if convicted. 

The affair of the “rorting" 
MPs has tarnished the Howard 
government's claims to lift 
standards of public behaviour. 
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Patrick Cockburn 

Jerusalem . ■ 

In two months* time, in a move 
likely to have more effect an the 
fate of Jerusalem than the 
building of a Jewish settlement 
at HarHoma, Israel will start 
a meticulous examination of the 
right of every Palestinian resi- 
dent to remain rn tbe' city* 
Those who are not issued wife 
the coveted Jerusalem identity 
card will have 15 days in which 
to leave. •- 

In what a report by BTSetem, 
the Israeli human-rights group, 
calls “a policy of quiet depor- 
tation of East Jerusalem's Pales- 
tinian residents” hundreds and 
perhaps thousands of people 
have already been forced to 
leave. Wfestern consiiar officials 
in Jerusalem fear that as many 
as 120,000 out of 170,000, two 
thirds of the Palestinian popu- 
lation, could lose their right to 
live-in the city. 

So far the regulations have 
been mainly enforced when a 
Palestinian needs to renew an 
identity card, but the Israeli In- 
terior Ministry says that be- 
tween June and August all 

identity cards must be renewed. 

As a result of the policy, 
which staned early last year but 
which has been more harshly 
enforced since Benjamin Net- 
anyahu became Prime Minister, 


« ranr 


many Palestinians bom in Jer- 
usalem have stopped registering 
their children. Su’ad Nhnr, 32, 
who is the mother of three chil- 
dren,' said: *T was bom and 
raised in Jerusalem as was my 
husband. Fbur months ago they 
took away mar identity: cards. 
Now my husband cannot leave 
the house. We five in fear that be 

lawyer, said: fit is a true crisis 
in human tights: Israelis forcibly 
getting ridofPaestiniaiisnbtlty 
pulling diem out by (hear hair, 
bat by quiet, slow, sophisticat- 
ed deportation.” Tire essence of 
the new pd&ity is to force alt 
Palestinians to gredoc u meritaiy 
proof - often twelve efferent 
documents - showing that they 
have always lived mtiie city. 

Olga Maori Hana Yoaqim, 
63, who has seveb drildretOj was 
bom in Bethlehem but has lived 
mtheritywifeherbnriiandsihce 
1952. “In September 1995 .1 
went to replace my identity card 
at the Interior Ministry Office in 
East Jerusalem,” she said. -The 

deric cut up her old card and told 

her to come back in two weeks. 
When Mrs Yoaqim returned 
“the clerics told me: “You don't 
have an identity card. Go to the 
West Bank”. 

Her husband went bad; tothe 
Tnmfahy 2ti times but was rrfnsed 
Mrs Yoaqim said: “T suffer from 


diabetes and have kidney-prob- 
lems. When I go to a dime or 
hospital, they want to see my 
identity card Because I have 
acme, I cant receive treatment” 
The Interior Ministry denies 
that it hasa new policy, but says 
it is merely enforcing old regu- 
lations. Responding to the al- 
legation that it has embarked on 
• a j witey <jtf deportation^ Tbva 
■ ffia tfre ntimstry spokes- 
^person, said “When : perma- 
nent residents sever their 
connection with Brad -main- 
tain their centre of life in an- 
other location... - their .free 
choice causes the expiration of 
. their permanent residency 
In fect, it is only recently that 
Palestinians who live in a 
.Jerusalem suburb such as Rain 
or Abu Dhis have found that 
their "centre of life” has moved 
from the city as much as ff they 
hadmov^mlXmdee.BTidem, 
in its report. The Quiet Depots 
otmuRevooitim of Residency of 
East Jerusalem Palestinians, says: 
“Some 18 mo nt hs ago, the In- 
. tfcrior Ministry began to revoke 
the residency status of persons 
who moved outside the munic- 
ipal borders of Jerusalem.” 

The change was retroactive 
and introduced without notice 
soitisonlyiiowthatPalestini- 
ans arediscoveringif they have 
tiie right' to live in the city 
where they were born. . 


syphilis tests on blacks 


Rupert Cornwell 

Washington 

A Quarter of a century after, its 
exposure, the US government 
wifi finally apologise for fee in- 
famous 40-year-long Tbskegee 
syphilis experinumt on^poor 
and unsuspecting black Amer- 
icans. The gesture comes armt t 
a gathering campaign by pres- 
ident BUI Clinton tomakc reoal 
reconciliation a defining theme 
of his second term. 

under plans being lmabsed 
at the White House, Mr dm- 
ton will convene a cen^ony - 
nmbably in the small eastern Al- 

fee study ^lg n ® 

which he will ftwmaiiy ac-. 

in an affair which ^Uedbfcmk 
MstwSt of white govenunrat. 

More than 600 people were 
recniited for 

mostly impwenshednjral 

blacks attiacted_“ 

shut era by promises of fo* fooa 

Pentagon w: 



aneffiKriveajreforsyphffis-'Ib- 
day, the survivors number just 
eight, aged between 87 and 106. 
Six of mem had syphilis, while 
two were menfeers of a control 
group who were not infected. 

Since 1972, when the project 


Cfinton: Racial reconciliation 

and medicine. Of them, 399 
were infected with sypbiHs, but 
were not told they had the dis- 
ease and were treated with 
placebos. The aim was tp fes- 
cover how untreated syphilis de- 
veloped and kiUed people. 

Tb that end blackvictim s, the 
majority of whom died, were 
turned into human laboratory 
fodder. The experiment couth*- 
uedfora quarter of a century af- 
ter penidmin was proved to be 


aoompensatiem to victims and 
theirheirs- But no apology has 
been forthcoming. '‘The Presi- 
dent feefe we; have a moral 
obligation,” . a White' House 
spokesman said. : 

Attention to Tbskegee has 
grown since 1995 when Mr 
Omton issued a formal apology 
for the equally unwitting guinea 


periments during the Cold War. 
- -Next week he will take part 
in ceremonies at a New York 
stadium honouring Jackie 
Robinson, who broke baseball’s 
colour terrier 50 years ago. Mr 
Qinton is also considering other 
initiatives; including a White 
Hods: conference on race. 
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- .« the reconnaissance wta- A -10 “Wartbog” ground support aircraft which 
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Laxmishanker Pathak 


A speriaLisi food shop in Flori- 
da is advertising on the internet 
its range of British epicurean de- 
lights: Crosse and Blackwell’s 
Branston pickle. Peek Frean’s 
rich tea biscuits. Bird's custard 
powder, and Patak’s curry 
sauces and chutncys. That sort 
of recognition — the admission 
of Pa talc's to the British food es- 
tablishment - would have giv- 
en particular pleasure to the 
founder of the company, 
Laxmishanker Pathak. 

LG. Pathak, as he was in- 


variably known, was fiercely 
proud of the role he and his fam- 
ily played in hatiling Indian food 
out of the Sock wallpaper era into 
today's highly competitive in- 
ternational food market, in which 
Asian cuisine has come to mean 
something more than chicken 
hiryani and a pint of lager. 



P&tMc the taste of Saturday-night 


Some measure of Patak’s 
success is the fact they could af- 
ford to hire Roland Joffe, who 
made the Oscar-winning film 
The Killing fields, to direct their 
recent television commercial. 


shot fa a village near Jaipur. To 
those who remember when In- 
dian food commercials consist- 
ed of distorted sitars and 
scratchy stills and invariably 
ended with the words “just 
round the comer from this cin- 
ema”, Joffe's commercial was a 
powerful symbol of the new sta- 
tus of Indian food. 

For Pathak the symbolism 

went rather deeper. Sixty years 
ago his family had been driven 
by grinding poverty from a sim- 
ilar village in India and, en- 
couraged by the colonial 
authorities, had set up home in 
Kenya. Tb re turn to his home- 
land in triumph as the founder 
and visionary behind a compa- 
ny that has grown from a 
kitchen table operation to con- 
trol more than a quarter of 
Britain’s billion-pound Indian 


food Industry was a deeply 
moving experience for him. 

Pathak (he dropped the “IT 
from the company name' to 
avoid confusing the . Brits) 
founded the business in 1956 
when, after the departure of the 
British, the Mau Man forced 
him and bisypung family out of 
Ket^AirrwngmLOTaonwith 
just £5 in his pocket, he and his 
wife Shanta rented a basement 
in Kentish Tbwn, from where 
they produced Indian sweets 
and samosas which they hawked 
round the newly arrived Indian 
diplomats and officials in Lon- 
don. So driven were the ftthaks 
that they borrowed money to 
send their two sons to boarding 
school, to free the couple to 
work 18 hours a day. 

The only school the Pathaks 
could afford was a Dominican 


convent near Dublin but the bras 
were brought home when the de- 
vout Hindu couple found their 
elder son Kbit had taken to 
Caflwlicisroaixlwasbaib^^ 
ambitions to be Pope. Once 
home, the young boys worked 
kmg hours after school in the 
North London basement, rolling 
pernios, a kind of Indian fudge. 

Within five years, the family 
had raised enough to open a 
shop in Euston, supplying 
sweets, snacks, and Indian food 
ingredients, not only to Lon- 
don’s Indian community but 
also to the growing number of 
Asian restaurants opening in 
Britain, at first in the immedi- 
ate area, and later nationwide. 

Pathaks master-stroke was to 
realise that the restaurant busi- 
ness in those eariy days was 
largely staffed by recent immi- 


grants often with rudimentary 
cooking skills, and then proba- 
bly limited to the dishes of their 

own particular regional area. He 

it easy for them by pro- 
ducing ready-made sauces and 


Ella Maillart 


“To dawdle is my usual fashion, 
as if I had the whole of eterni- 
ty before me.” This sums up EDa 
Main art's approach to travel; she 
liked travelling slowly, absorb- 
ing the culture, and she under- 
stood the importance of finding 
the similarities rather than the 
differences between people. It 
was this inquisitiveness which 
makes her part of the tradition 
of great women travellers; she 
had an interest in understand- 
ing the how and why of other 
people's lives, rather more than 
in straight exploration. 

Ella Maillart. known as Kini, 
was born in Geneva in 1903; she 
was a sickly child unto, aged ten, 
she and Her family started to 
spend the summer months on 
Lake Geneva. She was en- 
tranced by the lake, where she 
learned to sail, and in 1924 she 
represented Switzerland as the 
only woman in single-handed 
yachting at the Paris Olympics. 
She was a natural athlete and 
wrote Lhat “with s ailing, hock- 
ey, and skiing as main amuse- 
ments I could bear the boredom 
of school." Her skiing became 
so accomplished that between 
1931-34 she was a member of 
the Swiss National Ski Team. A 


photograph in her autobiogra- 
phy Cruises and Caravans 


phy Cruises and Caravans 
(1942) shows her as the only 
woman in the Swiss ladies’ ski 
team wearing a skin. 

At 17 she gave up school to 
study privately, to by to discover 
what career was calling her. She 
realised that earning her own 
Living was her only route to in- 
dependence but envied those 
who knew what they wanted to 
do, not having any idea herself. 
Her private studies failed, but 


Many elderly politicians must 
echo the sad words of Cleopa- 
tra, “And I am all forgotten”, 
and most would protest about 
this injustice. None could do so 
more than Pierre-Henri Teitgen. 

He was one of the creators of 
the only new political party to 
emerge from the war and the 
Resistance in France. This was 
the Mouvemenl Republics in 
Populaire. the Social Catholic 
party that was always known by 
its initials, the MRP. and which, 
having been the second party in 
the e lea ions of October 1945, 
became the country’s leading 
party in the elections of June 
1946. It gained 28 per cent of 
the national vote. 

Teitgeu's role in the erealion 
of this party came from his ac- 
tivities in the Resistance. By pro- 
fession an academic lawyer, 
after demobilisation he chose to 
go ro the occupied area and was 
appointed to the University of 
Montpellier. In September 1940, 
in co-operation with Franco is de 
Mcmhon, he decided that op- 
position to the Vichy government 
should be oiganised. and on 25 
November the first number of 
the clandestine newspaper Lib- 
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undaunted she embarked on a 
six-mo nth voyage with another 
woman along the south coast of 
France. On her return, her fa- 
ther, a furrier, told her that, as 
business was bad, she must 
think further about a career. She 
decided that the answer to her 
future lay in turning her life into 
a continual holiday. 

She did various jobs in Eng- 
land and Berlin, where she 
lived mostly on porridge, and fi- 
nally got a visa to Russia in 1930, 
where she studied film in 
Moscow and learnt to speak flu- 
ent Russian. She soon tired of 
the sedentary life and set off for 
the Caucasus. An article she 
wrote on her Caucasus trip was 
rejected; this did not surprise 
her as she said “I never nursed 
the illusion that 1 could write.” 
She later saw writing as a tool 
which ambled her to travel, in- 
sisting that “1 write with my 
foot.” 

She was later persuaded to ex- 
pand her rejected article, which 
was published as Parmi La Je- 
unesse Basse (1932). Turkestan 
Solo (1934) was the account of 
an expedition from the Tien 
Shan to the KizflKum where she 
spent time with the Kirghiz and 
Kazakh tribesmen. In 1935 she 
was sent as a special corre- 
spondent by the French news- 
paper Petit Parisien to 
Manchuria. It was there that she 
re -encountered Peter Fleming 
(whom she had previously in- 
terviewed in London), who was 
m China for the Times, and she 
suggested that they embark to- 
gether on a 3.500-mile trip west 
from Peking through the Tak- 
lamakan desert and Sin-kiang 
(at that time closed to foreign- 


ers) to Kashmir a journey which 
took seven months. In the fore- 
word to his book of the journey 
News Rom Tartar y (1936) Flem- 
ing wrote “I can hardly doubt 
that you will find her, as I did, 
a gallant traveller and a good 
companion.” This belies the in- 
evitable difficulties that two 
strong-minded people had with 
their very different approaches 
to travel. Fleming was impatient 

In gpt hark tn Fn glanri while FUa 

Maillart. whose book about the 
trip, Forbidden Journey ; was 
published in 1937, wanted to 
linger. She wasa traveller rather 
than an explorer, not interest- 
ed in map-making, but rather in 
understanding the people 
amoqg whom she found herself. 
“I wanted to forget that we had 
inevitably to return home. I 
even lost the desire to return, 
and would have liked the jour- 
ney to last for the rest of my life." 

The Cruel Way (1947) re- 
counts a journey from Geneva 
to India via Persia and Afghan- 
istan made in 1939 with a friend 
who was recovering from drug 
addiction. She spent much of the 
war in India visiting ashrams and 
gurus, way ahead of her time, 
and stayed for some time with 
Ram ana Maharshi in southern 
India. He cured her of some of 
her restlessness and she came to 
the realisation that “the world 
with its counties aspects cannot 
give us the fundamental an- 
swer. only God can. And God 
can be met nowhere but in 
ourselves . . 

Her travels had always been 
a search rather than an escape, 
but after her time in India she 
achieved a greater serenity. I re- 
member her coming into the 





Travel Bookshop in London as 
an old lady, sitting peacefully on 
the sofa but still exuding an air 
of curiosity. It was that, com- 
bined with a prodigious energy 
that made her into such a good 
traveller and an inspiration to 
women travellers of today. Her 
aim was “to push the nose of my 
sailing boat into every creek and 
to point my skis down every pos- 
sible gully of the mountain.” 

In 1949 Maillart became one 
of the first travellers to the new- 


ly opened Nepal and wrote 
about the people, who remind- 
ed her of her native Swiss, in 
Land of the Sherpas (1955). 
That was her last travel book but 
she continued to write occa- 
sionally and to lecture and ac- 
company tours abroad. 

She retired to a chalet in 
Chandolin, one of the highest 
villages in the Swiss Alps, but 
went on taking tours to far-off 
places well into her eighties. In 
her old age she managed to 


Pierre-Henri Teitgen 


ertd appeared. In his lectures Teit- 
gen chose to describe the police 
state of Napoleon m, and their 
anti-Vichy, anti-German rele- 
vance became well known. At the 
same time, mainly through per- 
sonal contacts, Teitgen built up 
a force of some 9,000 adherents, 
together with two small units of 
volunteers, who were prepared 
to commit acts of sabotage. The 
group Liberte merged with the 
larger resistance movement 
Combat and he was one of the 
editors of che newspaper of the 
same name which was the most 
famous publication of the time. 

He knew all the vicissitudes 
of the Resistance. His position 
was dear: he opposed Vichy and 
the Germans, he supported 
General de Gaulle and Free 
France in London. However 
some of those in Combat were 
anti-German but pro-Petain. 
There was constant insecurity, 
as when, towards the end of 1941 
an adventurer who had strayed 
into the ranks of Libertd was ar- 
rested for black market activities 
and who then betrayed many of 



Tsitgeru founder of the MRP 


was taking him to a concentra- 
tion camp. He returned to Paris 
and in September de Gaulle 
made him Minister for Infor- 
mation. It was then that he 
made his first impact on the or- 
ganisation of post-war France. 
He gave permission for the Fi- 
garo to continue to appear and 
he helped to found two news- 
papers, Le Monde and. in 
Rennes, Ouest-France. He was 
well able to assist in the ap- 
pointments of editorial staff, his 
father, Henri Teitgen, having 
worked for Ouest-Eclair before 
the war. Le Monde became 


sequentiy defended against 
charges of being aSoviet agent). 
He transferred his activities to 
Paris in 1943, where he wanted 
the National Council of the Re- 
sistance to proclaim de Gaulle 
as the national leader. This did 
not prevent him from having 
meetings, early in 1944, with a 


the most important 
•wspaper and Teitgen 


his associates. But Teitgen re- 
mained loyal to de Gaulle and 


to Jean Moulin (whom he sub- 


who was discussing the- recon- 
ciliation of aD French people. 

Four days before the Allied 
landin g s in Normandy, Tfeitgen 
was arrested ly the Gestapo, but 
he escaped from the train that 


French newspaper and Teitgen 
overruled de Gaulle, ensuring 
that it would be independent 
and not semi-offidaL Ouest- 
France is the paper with the 
largest circulation in France. 

In May 1945 he became Min- 
ister for Justice and it fell to him 
to see to many of the cases 
which had emerged from the 
conflicts which had taken place 
w ithin France. Naturally, the 
sympathisers of Vichy thought 
him too harsh and the leaders 


of tbe Resistance thought him 
too lenient. But he kept his rep- 


utation as being fair-minded and 
jusL He continued in this pest 
after de Gaulle’s resignation in 
January 1946 but tried to main- 
tain relations with the Gener- 
al However he did not agree 
that the new President had to 
be given extensive powers be- 
cause of the imminence of war 
with the Soviet Union. When 
the General formed his new 
parly in April 1947 Teitgen 
turned away from him . 

The MRP had been founded 
in November 1944 as a 
non-confessional pasty which 
nevertheless saw itself as tbe heir 
to the Christian-inspired demo- 
cratic parties that had existed 
pre-war. It was therefore a par- 
ty of social reform and of liber- 
ty. Teitgen was criticised for 
supporting the French war in 
Indo-Chim, and be served as 
minister and Vice-Prime Minis- 
ter in several governments which 

prosecuted that war. The reason 
was that he saw the Viet-Minh 
as communists. It was different 
fa Algeria, where he thought that 
the excesses of torture should be 
avoided and where major eco- 
nomic and social reforms carried 

out. He wanted a new Algeria. 


Pierre-Herui Totem, lawyer and 
politician : bom Hermes 29 May 
1908; married; died Baris 6 April 
1997. 


food they were used to eating 
at home. He persuaded we 
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of Britain's 10,500 restaurants 
use Patak’s pastes, sold in two- 
triln drums. It is not .too much 
of an exaggeration to say 
Patak’s is responsible for the 
pede; of Saturday- night Britain. 

Pathak’s second inspiration 
came in 1972, when the British 
set up refugee camps for Ugan- 
dan Asians expelled by Idi 
Amin. Pathak knew tbe fright- 
ened thousands arriving in 
Britain would feel exactly as he 
had 16 years earlier. They 
would be hungry for informa- 
tion about the customs of then- 
new home and also for the 


turn for which he would print 
and distribute information in 
their own language about how 
to fit into British society. So 

whfle Pathak was in the camps 

performing his social funcuoo 
on behalf of the British, hissem 
Kirit was in the kitchens un- 
loading boxes of samosas. 

Inl976, he handed over con- 
trol of the business to Kirit, who 

has overseen phenomenal 
growth worldwide, but he tas al- 
ways acknowleged tbe debt he 
owes to his father, who was a 

bard taskmaster but who passed 

to his son a unique knowledge 


and peppers Kirit Icanrt in the 
North London bascm«l hire 
been instrumental m hefoing 
Patuk’s challenge the hfa food 
combines in the sauce and pick- ■ 

Even alter he retired, ftlfcafc 
kept a doe* eye on the bislntas. 

Kirit told me that his son, who 
is doing badness stmfiev rc« 

ctmtly!faowedhisg»ndfe!her« 

text book quoting PWaksw a \W? 

company model. When Pfahak 

saw the name of the company 
he founded shown afongadc . 
Coca Cola and the Body Stop, 
tears welled in bis eyes, . . 
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Laxmishanker Gopalji 
businessman." bom 5 March 
1925 : married 1945 Shanta Gau- 
rv Pandit (four sons; raw dnrt- 
iers): died Bohan 31 March 1997. 
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1 write with my foot*: Mafltavt and Pater Ftexnfag on yaks at Battit, Hanoi VaSey, 1335 Photograph: AP 


achieve one of her ambitions by 
going to the South Pacific and 
aged S3, she went to Tibet on 
her last major expedition. Three 
years ago die went to Goa and 
spent her remaining years read- 
ing about India and Indian 
religions. 

Sarah Anderson 


EBa Maillart, traveller and writer; 
bom Geneva, Switzerland 20 
February 1903; died Chandolin, 
Switzerland 27 March 1997. 


but he told the 1956 MRP Con- 
gress that anyone -who banded 
over Algeria should be im- 
peached. As Minister for 
Colonies he accomplished much 
of the work for the Defcrre law 
of 1957 winch established as- 
semblies in the Africa colonies. 

In 1958 he opposed the re- 
turn of de Gaulle. He lost his 
seat in the Assembly where he 
had represented his home de- 
partment of Ille-et-Vilame since 
1946. Typically he returned to 
his academic career, as Profes- 
sor of Law at the University of 
Rennes, and later Paris. 

He remained an influential 
figure in the MRP, denouncing 
the dictatorial government, as 
he put ft. of the Fifth Republic 
and its nuclear policy. A sup- 
porter of European federation 
he was appointed to the Euro- 
pean Court for the Rights -of 
Man m 1976. This was his final 
post, an appropriate recognition 
of his principles and career. 

Douglas Johnson 


For quarter of a century 
Vladimir Soloukhin, a major 
. contemporary Soviet writer 
from the 1960s to the 1990s, led 
a campaign to stop the de- 
struction of an important part 
of tbe Russian national heritage 
- Russian Orthodox churches. 
His “Letters from a Russian Mu- 
seum” (1966), and “Black Pan- 
els” (1968) were spectacular 
protests in literary form and in 
their time created a sensation, 
making their author a national 
celebrity. But it bad taken 20 
years for his feelings about the 
subject to come to maturity. 

Vladimir Alexeevich Solouk- 
hin was bom in Alepino, a vil- 
lage in Vladimir Oblast, in 
1924, a few months after- the 
death of Lenin. His father, 
Alexei Soloukhin, was a so- 
called Stolypin peasant and 
was one of milli ons of victims 
of Stalin’s Woody collectivisation 
campaign responsible for the 
destruction of rural Russia in 
the 1930s - 20 million died 
through artificial starvation. 

Vladimir was a student at an 
engineering school in the town 
of Vladimir, near Moscow, 
from 1938 to 1942. When the 
Germans invaded the Soviet 
Union in June 1941 he was in- 
corporated as a soldier into an 
elite squad of guards responsi- 
bte for the security of the Krem- 
lin. His ambitions, however, 
layinhterature.Bymki-1945 his 
peasant background and war 
record bad helped him to get 
into print- poems and short sto- 
ries of no literary value. 

In 1946 he was accepted as 
a student at the elite Gorky Lit- 
erary Institute fa Moscow. Horn 
1951 on he contributed regularly 
to tbeweddy magazine Ogonek, 
again mainly poems and short 
stories. Rozhdenie Zemograda 
(“Birth of.Zemograd”, 1955) 
was a contribution to Khrush- 
chev’s propaganda campaign 


and work in the so-called tsdin- 
nye zemB - new, previously un- 
touched lands infer away areas 
such as Kazakhstan, where sub- 
human conditions prevailed. 

. In 1957 Soloukhin received 
official recognition for his 
VladimbsfdeposeUd (“Vladimir 
Villages”), in which he de- 
scribed his visits to villages in his 


the country searching for and 
studying icons and churches. It 
wasat this time that he returned 
to his peasant roots, and his 
researches into Christianity, 
collectivisation and icons 
changed his heart and turned 
him against the politics of the 
Soviet Government. 

It was about these subjects 
that he wrote his two most 
important books, Pisma iz 
russkogo muxva (“Letters from 
a Russian Museum”) and 
Chemve dosJd (“Black Panels"), 
about'the systematic destruction 
by the Soviet Government of 
Russian icons and Russian Or- 
thodox churches. They made 
him a national celebrity. But the 
price was that he was attacked ; I 
by the Soviet literary establish-, 
ment. From this time he was 
completely unpublishable in 
Russia, but his London pub- 
lisher, Vladimir Chuguev of 
Iskander Ltd (Iskander was the 
19th-century writer Alexander 
Herzen's pseudonym during his 
London exile) published Rod- 
naya Krasoca (“Native Beauty”, 
1963) and later other books. 

MeaiwdiQe in Russia his pop- 
ularity grew. From the Seventies 
onwards he wrote for the im- 
portant Naty Mir magazine and 
others and made public ap- 
pearances in response to invita- 
tions from all over the country, 
speaking out on what was hap- 
pening to Russian churches. 
The authorities realised it was 
too late to silence his views so 
had to tolerate him, and in 1979 
he was awarded the State Prize 
of the Russian Federation. In 
1980 he wrote Vienna sohirat 
kamni (“li*s Time to Collect ^ 
Stones”) about the destruction 10. 
by the Soviet Government of the * 
important Russian monastery at 
Optina Pustyn, once a place of 
Christian pilgrimage. 

He was delighted by Gor- 
bachev’s perestroika. In 1988 his 
very important book, Smekh za 
levym ptechom (“Laughter Over 
the Left Shoulder”), which was 
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anti-Cbmmunist, was published 
in Frankfurt. The rbllowing 


native territory -poor, del an i- 
dated, and abandoned- in the 
beautiful literary style for which 
he became known. In his de- 
votion to the government, the 
following year he took part in 
a vicious official campaign of ha- 
rassment against Boris Paster- 
nak; as he later wrote, he was 
to regret this action all his life. 
Nonetheless, this public loyal- 
ty secured his acceptance as a 
member of tbe Preadiinn of tbe 
Union of Writers of the Russ- 
ian Federation. 

In 1964 he published an au- 
tobiographical novel. Mat’ 
Machekha (“Step-Mother”). 
During the Brezhnev years he 
travelled extensively around 


in Frankfurt. The following 
year in the Moscow magazine 
Rodina (number 10, 1989), for 
the first time, he gave a critical 
analysis of Lenin's heritage. In 
1990 Communists viciously at- 
tacked his last book, Kameshki 
Na Ladoni (“Small Stones on a 
Palm”) about the fate after the 
Second World War of Russian 
prisoners of war and refugees 
who fled collectivisation and the 
Gulag and were handed over by 
the Allies to Stalin, many to 
their death. At his Moscow 
apartment Solo ukhin amassed 
the bjggestcoDection erf valuable 
Russian icons fa private hands, 
worth according to rumour 
some $2m US dollars. 


Jeanne Vronskaya 


Vladimir Alexeevich Soloukhin, 
writer and campaigner bom 
Alepino, I'ladimir Oblast 14 
June 1924; died Moscow 4 April 
1997. 


Birthday's 


Mr Lyndon Brook, actor, 71; Lord 
Brookes, former company chair man, 
88; Processor J. Desmond Clark, an- 


RAMITONb On 19 March, to Mary 
(nctr Jones) and James a daughter. 
Emma Sarah, a sister to Helen. 


DEATHS 

JOACHIM: Suddenly and peacefully in 
ibclndqvmlcnl mhpiiaLTbnbrulge 
Wells, on > April. Nina Mary Elisa- 


beth. aged SI formerly Principal at 
St HM's College. Durham, much 
loved a urn. great-aunt and grand- 
daughter of (amous vioHnst Joseph 
Joachim. Private cremation far fam- 


Anthony Oeaver, chairman, AEA 
Technology, 59; Sir Edward Evans- 
Lambe. High Court judge. 60; Vice- 
Admiral Sir Alastair Ewing, 88; Mr 
Gauge Fyfc, chairman. Co-operative 
Wholesale Society, 56; Mr Patrick 
Garland, theatre and film director, 62 
Mr Adrian Henri, former president, 
Liverpool Academy of Aits. 65; Mr 
John Holroyd, Secretary for Ap- 
pamtments to the Prime Minster, 62; 
Miss Gloria Hunniford, radio pre- 
senter, 57; Mr Owen Kelly, former 


65; Mr Thomas Spencer, MEE 49; Mr 
Ghrisiopher Sroddart, managing di- 
rector, GMTY 47; Mr Paul Theroux, 
author, 56; Mr Max von Sydow, ac- 
tor, 68; Sir Rodney Walker, former 
chairman. Sports Council, 54. 


No duty owed to owner by attending and fighting fire 


J 7 AVI met 

Commissioner of Police for the City 
of London, 65; Professor Kathleen 


ih and friends on Thursday 17 April 
at 230pm at Tunbridge Wells Cre- 
matorium. Memorial and Thanks* 
javTng Service at St Paul's Church, 
RusthalL to be arranged at a later 
date. 


Major, former Principal, St Hilda’s 
College, Oxford, 91; Mr Stan Mellor, 
racehorse trainer and former jockey, 
60; Mr David Moorcroft, athlete, 44; 
Sir Robert Rhodes James, historian 
and fanner ME 64; M Maurice Sdm- 

mann . anrtinr and former goii Kmmww 
minister, 86; Mr Omar ShariL actor. 


Anniversaries 

Births: William Horiitt, essayist and 
critic, 1778; William Booth, founder 
of the Salvation Army, 1829. Deaths; 
Evelyn Arthur St John Wsugh. nov- 
^ist, 1966. On tfds day: bananas were 
displayed in a London shop window, 
1633; Vimy Ridge was finally wfam 
by the Canadian troops, 1917. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Bademus, St 
Fulben of Chartres, St Macarius or 
Macsire of Ghent, St Michael de 
Sanctis. St Pfaemns of Ahriinghnf anil 
The Martyrs under tbe Danes. 


Digital Equipment and others v 
Hampshire County Council and 
others Court of Appeal (Losd 
Justice Smart-Smith, Lord Justice 
Potter, Lord Justice Judge) 

14 March 1997 


LAW REPORT 


10 April 1997 


Lectures 


Jtoona and Albert Museum: Terry 
r®*™. 1 various Use at Relics 
id the Middle Ages* 230pm. 


Anocunconests far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Bbtte. 
Adoptions, Marriages, Deaths, Mnno- 
rMsmfcek Wotting Mnforsaries, In 
Mcmoriaml should be sod in writing 

m thr Bittmy T}|p Imlfpud jTrf!- 

1 Canada Square. Canary Wharfc Lon- 
don EI45DL, telephoned to 0171-293 
2011 or feted to 0171-293 2018. and are 
charged at £630 a line (VAT CStm). 
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Changing of the Guard 
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A fire brigade was not, by 
merely attending at and fight- 
ing a fire, under a doty of care 
to the owners of premises dam- 
aged or destroyed by the fire, 
although it would be liable 
where a danger created by its 
negligence caused extra dam- 
age, unless it could show that 
the extra damage would have 
occurred in any event. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeals, which had 
been consolidated because they 
raised similar points of law. 

In the Hampshire case, the 
fire brigade had turned off the 
sprinkler system at premises 
which were on fire, as a result 
of winch the fire had spread 
causing the total loss of the' 


age so caused. In the London 
case, Ha may had been 
to premises which the. fire 
brigade had hailed to inspect af- 
ter extinguishing a fire on ad- 
joining wasteland. The West 
%rfeshire case concerned a fire 
at a chapel which could not be 
contained because of the ab- 
sence of a proper water supply. 
In those two cases the fixe 
brigade was held not to be liable. 
James MunbyQCand Edvard RiuBb 
QC (Council Solicitor) for Harnpshirt; 
Ranald Walker QC and Toby fioop- 
er ( HateB Erskine & Co) for John 
Afumoe; Anthony Boxwood QC and 
Bruce Spdkr (Devonshira) far die 
Church of Jesus Christ of Loiter Day 
Saints: Jonathan Sumption QC arid 
Nigd Tosi (Barlow Lyde& Gilbert) 
fa- Digital; John Slater gC Simon 
Brown QC and Alexander Anttime 
(Cameron Maridoy Hewitt) for Cap- 


for London Fire and Gv3 Defence; 
CoBn MacKay QC and Jonathan 
Bellamy (Da\ies Arnold Cooper) for 
WestYzkshm: Fire and C7w? Defence. 


building. The fire brigade was hakhSchadDc Ntnmv QC and Gm- 
found liable for the extra dam- ham Eklund (Legal Brandi, LFCD) 


Lord Jnstice Staart-Smith said 
that there was no reported 
case in this country on the 
question whether, once they 
had started to fight a fire, afire 
brigade owed a duty of care to 
the owner of the property on 
fire, or to anyone else to whose 
property the fire might spread. 

Id tbe Hampshire case the 
judge had feund for the prop- 
erty owners on tire basis that a 
duty ofeare existed where there 
had been a direct infliction of 
foreseeable physical damage. 
There ^ was no doubt that where 
a rescue service, by its negli- 
gence^ created the danger winch 
caused a- plaintiff’s injury, the 
plaintiff could recover unless the 
rescue service could show that 


the extra damage would have oc- 
curred in any event. 

It had been submitted for all 
the owners that there was suf- 
ficient proximity between the 
parties to establish a duty of 

care, on the basis of assumption 

of responsibility by tbe fire 
brigade and particular reliance 

tqr the owner. A fire brigade did 


such as the Hampshire case, 
where the fire brigade had cre- 
ated or increased the danger by 
turning off the sprinklers, forgiv- 
ing immunity. 

Had a sufficient relationship 
of proximity existed m the Lon- 
don and West Yorkshire cases, 
the argument that it would not 
have been just, fair and rea- 
sonable to impose a doty of care 
would not have been convinc- 


^toe^ I 7SrS rc r5! ** Th* Principles underlying 
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occupier of premises to create 
a duty of care merely by at- 
tending at and fighting a fire 
It was perhaps unnecessary 
therefor^ in the London arid 
West Yorkshire cases, to con- 
sider whether as a matter of 
policy it was just, fair and rea- 
sooaWe that a duty of care 
should east. The question was, 
however, dosety related to that 
of proximitv. 


It was not possible either to 


lory immunity: section 30 of foe 

Fire Services Act 1947 was not 

apt to established implied im- 
munity from proceedings in 
negfigenoe, whether brought^ tty 
the owners of damaged-prop* 
erty, other firemen 
the scene, or persons™ 0 I 

suffered personal . si] 


was do ground m a case Kate O'* 
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Daddy, we’re 


P arents have always been anxious 
about their offspring. From 
Augustus and Livia in their 
Koman palace to M and Mme Mon- 
3 GaS9 ° n estatc tb Poor 

parents m the contemporary inner 
,g concerns are the same: for 

W their children to be healthy and happy 

a°lSSr X:r ’ ai,d,0eXhibit ^ 

It doesn’t take much to summon uo 

mental mriU T->^ — - 1 - . . r 



and fathers mto paroxysms of intro- 
s P e 5 tKm - Lately, a claque of social pes- 
simists has made a fat living from har- 
anEumEwotkmeDarents th«T <>»»<{«« 



usually based on slight data and histor- 
ical myopia. If you want to see bad and 
cniel parents, Victorian fiction is littered 
with better examples. Anyone tempted 
by a bout of latter-day panic about the 
parenting skills of today's commuters 
g -v, should read Dickcns(DomZ*?y and Son), 
'■ ™ Samuel Butler (The Way of All Flesh) or 
Edmund Gosse {Father and Son). 

In such a climate, it is refreshing to 
Vi turn to an empirical study that is both 
informative’ and calm. The National 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children has not always in the past 
* avoided exaggeration; charities get 
income by ala rming the public. But its 
report, based on a sample survey of 
children aged 8 to 15, is measured. It 
gives no comfort to the panickers, or 
those politicians (Labour as well as 


Conservative) who have made the 
decline in behavioural standards a 
stock item in their rhetoric. 

If real children have wearies, they are 
often about doing, well at school. 
Today's children, including teenagers, 
accept the legitimacy of their parents’ 
judgements about what they should md 
should not do — within reason. That 
most children think it is up to them how 
they do their hair but up to their par- 
ents whether they should be allowed 
out of the house seems a deeply rea- 
sonable position. 

If the NSPCC’s sample is repiesen- 
tative of youth in the late Nineties and 
so of the generation that win move into 
adulthood in the first decade of the nest 
century, then Britain’s social prospects 
look benign. Kunily life, which includes 
contact between children and their 
grandparents, is in tine fettle and looks 
set to remain that way. 

The fact is, we don’t know how 
. things used to be. We rely on anecdote 
and adults' selective memory of their 
own childhood years. With caution, 
however, it is hard not to register the 
survey’s findings about the extent of 
touching, kissing and cuddling by par- ‘ 
ents of their children as a real change. 
Whether we attribute it to Dr Spook or 
Penelope Leach or to wider shifts in 
Sensibility, family life is more loving and 
physically warmer - and that must be 
an improvement. 

Two social facts stick out of this gen- 



we re missing you 


one Canada Square canary wharf London ewsdl 
TELEPHONE 0m~3£82000/0m-3452m FAX 0171-2982435/0171-845 2435 


erally happy picture of parents and 
their children in modem England and 
Wales. If we say thefirst Is obvious, that 
does not mean it is recognised in pub- 
lic policy or election manifestos. It is 
the existence of a problem' group - 
“class” is too loaded a term - where 
parents do not do homework with 
their children, where they shout more, 
where mate rial want pinches, where 
fathers are absent, Where children are 
slapped rather than given explana- 
tions. This group is not the same as the 
statisticians* income classes D and E; 
all of its members do not live on coun- 
cil estates. But it has a real social pres- 


ence, and on the evidence of this 
report the experience of its children is 
consistently different - and worse - 
than that of the majority. 

There are lessons here for public 
polity. They are not simple and they do 
not all involve extra spending. But they 
do involve tilting money for schooling, 
community supports, bousing, jobs and 
so on in particular directions - in 
other words, redistribution. And that 
is, we note in passing, a word not much 
to heard on the hustings. 

A second note struck in this report 
concerns fathers. Through the figures 
can be beard the voices of children, rich 


and poor, teenage and younger, and 
they say something compellmgly sim- 
ple: we love our fathers and would like 
to spend more time with them. 

Here is a loud and urgent message. 
It mods three men and women who, 
fi d f-servmgly or for reasons of principle, 
assert that it doesn’t matter whether 
children are brought up with their 
fathers - and that has implications for 
the questions of divorce, access and child 
support Some 31 per cent of children 
with a parent who does not live at home 

-usually fee father- never see that par- 
ent What a mound of sub-happiness 
and lost opportunity for fon, love and 
instruction lie behind that figure- 

Many children whose fathers do live 
wife their mothers would evidently 
love to spend more time with dad. It is 
probably fair to say, though the evi- 
dence comes mostly from journalism 
and anecdote, that the reverse holds 
true, too. There is thus an imbalance 
in many famili es* lives, and one of 
which men - increasingly emotionally 
literate - are aware. But not, it seems, 
aware enough to seek to change their 
conditions of employment, or renego- 
tiate domestic terms of trade. Yet 
more reason - women will say - for 
scepticism about “new men”, or at least 
about the existence of men willing to 
do more than talk about their novelty. 

This report is published at a good 
moment In fee “public space”, the elec- 
toral battle rages. Meanwhile, in the pri- 


vate spaces of families and employing 
organisations, men and women strug- 
gle to make a satisfying balance of work, 
material aspirations, domestic chores 
and the needs of their children. 

Working women have long had to 
align the various and sometimes con- 
flicting roles. Now the heat is on work- 
ing men to effect a healthier relation- 
ship between children and life outside 
the home. They don’t need to read the 
report But they do need to hear those 
childish voices. 


Obtain Kirk in 
a floppy hat? 

■VT othing dates as fast as futurology, 
■LN and one of life’s minor pleasures has 
been enjoying mistakes by science-fiction 
about the near-future. Cities being criss- 
crossed by private helicopters? They for- 
got about noise pollution and safety. A 
world of industrial worker-bees? But 
then came the microchip ... Almost 
evety futurologist has suggested that peo- 
ple win dress in sample tunics, short skirts, 
or unisex romper-suits. With the threat 
of skin cancer growing, earthlings of the 
2050s will probably wear huge hats, 
floppy clothes and long-sleeved dresses, 
saunter around with parasols, and look 
more like effete Edward ians than the 
crew of the Starship Enterprise. 


* A ’ 



«■> Fundamental 
belief in 
Noah’s Ark 

Sin “Just because a lot of people 
believe in something doesn't make 
it intellectually serious,” writes 
Paul VfcUely in his article on the 
Evolution versus Creationist battle 
(Thbloid, 8 April). He takes it as 
read that evolution won the battle .. 
decades ago. Fortunately for 
science it did hot win the war. 
Decades ago. Creationists were 
unable to back up their theory. This 
has now changed. 

According to Mr \Wlely,l am a 
fundamentalist and also ■. ‘ 

superstitious with arcane notions. 
Yet nowhere in Mr Wlely’s artide 
did I see a sign that he had 
examined Creationist claims. As I 
understand it, science is supposed . 
to look at all possibilities before - 
accepting one as fact If feis was 
carried out neither creation nor 
evolution theory wouldyet be 
scientifically acceptable. 

Mr V&ilejy obviously believes in 
evolution, so what is his definition 
of fundamentalism? If it is amply 
belief in creation then howwoula 
he describe his belief? If his 
definition is refusal to look at 
rational and logical arguments, 
while sticking to a belief, then he 
has shown himself to be a 
fundamentalist. 

1 believe in creation because the 
facts support it He mentions fee 
debate about whether cell life 
proves or disproves evolution. In 
this the evolutionists are at a 
disadvantage. Tbeypoint to so 
called “simple cells and say they 
are proof feat we could have 
evolved. These cells are just as 
complicated as any other found in 
our bodies, often more so, since 
they cannot depend on any other 
cells for support ... , 

All present life is highly complex 
and it is impossible to do other than 
speculate about fee past And yet 
Mr VaUety accuses me of bemg a 

fundamentalist when I cannot 

accept something which cannot be 

proven. • . 

The inability of scientists to 
agree on proof, inconsistencies m 
fee fossil record and dating 
techniques could all be discussed. 

Is it really so hard to beheve that a 
God who managed to create our 
incredibly complex world corn 

manage to keep animals alive cm 

M Thai is not fundamentalisnvit's 

common sense. 

MARK SMITH 

K rrk • - - 

Sin Noah's Ark need not have 
contained every variety and sub- 
variety of today’s species 
(“Creative Tension ,8 April), ik 
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every kind of bird, animal and • 
creature feat moves along fee ■■ 
ground would come to the Ark. 
living thing s employ two awe- . 
inspiring strategies to beat adverse 
weather conditions: migration and - 

hibernation. 

Perhaps the animals used both 
these methods to reach fee Aik and 
survive fee deluge. 

DEBORAH WOOLHOUSE 
Leicester - 

Sir: I dam, like Judaism and 
Christianity; believes strongly in 
the Creationist view: that our God, 
Lhe only Creator of all, has created ■ 
and founded the universe from - 
nothing, in sadays, and feat man, 
animals and plants are created too 
with no evolution between anim al s . 
and man. ‘ 

Wfe believe strongly feat 

Darwin’s Theory of Evolution is a 

theory and not based mi scientific 

facts of evidence. Noah was one of 
tbePropbets of God andNoah’s 
Ark' was a true historical fact. God 
fa his mercy saved Noah and the 

finimai kingdom when the flood 
occurred:' .. ' . r. 

“We (once) sent Noah to hs 

people and he tarried among them 
a thousand years less fifty: bu* fee 
flood overwhelmed them while 
feev (persisted) in sin. But we 
savedhiffl and those who were in 
the ship {fee animals) and we 
made the (ark) a sigo foraH the^ ; 
peoples.”^ Qur’<m\ chapter 29 v 
verses 14-15) 

Wfc believe that fee agn of fee 

ark can be fouiid andproved 
somewhere on our earth, it is 

posable featwhat has been 
discovered mTbrkeyarefee - 

remains of the Ark. 

Dr AMAJIDKATME . 
fsfomic Concern 


Choices for 
electoral change 

Sin Russell Darke's call (letter. 8 
April) to Conservative voters to 
prevent change to the British 
constitution through returning 
another Tory administration is 
doubiy misguided. 

First, it makes the tacit 
assumption that change would not 
occur under a new Conservative 
government ’This is not borne out 
by the evidence of the past 38 years, 
which has the seen fee . . 
emasculation of locaTgovemment, 
fee rise of quaugocracy and a vast 
transfer of sovereignty from 
Westminster to fee markets. 
Indeed, constitutional change is 
Inherent in a system of government 
that is predicated on an unwritten 
constitution. 

Secondjt makes the explicit 
assumption that significant 
constitutional change is, a priori, a 
bad thing; yet it is dear that 
constitutional change has been . 
used both poorly and well in the 
past. Extensions of fee fcanchse 
are an example of the former, and 
fee eariy prorogation of Parliament 
m this eledfon may well be 
accounted an example of the latter. 

Wfevdters do not have the luxury 
in this election of choosing between' 
chang e and no change, however 
much we may regret this. Our 
choice is, instead, between 
different types of changejwe need 
to decide which is, on balance, for 
the better, and which for fee worse. 
STEPHEN HILL 
London NW6 


Sir Ills not surprising that fee 
major political parties target then- 
campaigns on fee 70,000-odd 
undecided voters in the marginal 
constituencies, since under our 
grossly unfair electoral system 
these people will determine fee 
outcome of fee election. 

The current government was 
elected on 42 per cent of the 
popular vote, but wife a 
parliamentary majority sufficient to 
delay a further election for the foil 
five years. This is a'recipe for 
mediocrity and sleaze. In my 
university 40 per cent is a “bare 
pass without honours” mark, and 
so Britain gets fee governments its 
electoral system dictates, but that 
its electorate scarcely deserves. 

If we reform the electoral system 
so that MPs are elected as at least 
the first or second choice of a 
proper majority of voters in any 
ccmstiruencjrwe might have a 
better chance of good government. 

I am a long-time Labour supporter, 
twice I was a Labour partiamentary 
candidate, but in this constituency, 
Oxford West and Abingdon, I must 
vote tactically for fee Lib Dem 
candidate to have any chance of 
defeating the Tories, under fee 
current system. This is not an easy 
decision and invites criticism. 

Our electoral system must be 
reformed by the incoming 
government, please, to make these 
Machiave llian machinations 
unnecessary next time. Maybe we 
do not need foil PR, but we 
certainly do need a modicum of 
electoral reform. 

Professor GERALD ELLIOTT 
Oxford ■ 


Sir: It is hypocritical and insulting 
of fee Labour Party to think of 
expelling members who intend to 
vote tactically. In our present 
voting system, tactical voting is a 
matter of common sense. 

If fee Labour Party disapproves 
of tactical voting, n should support 
a system of proportional 
representation, in which every vote 
carries equal weight. 

LUCY POLLARD 
Bunringford, 

Hertfordshire 


Tory destruction 
of woodlands 

Sir: During the last general 
election John Major promised that 
“there is no intention to privatise 
the Forestry Commission”. But 
892 of onr public woodlands, 
comprising 109,837 acres, have 
been privatised in fee past five 
years with massive loss of public 
access and total loss of freedom 
to roam. 

Conservationists have opposed 
fee sell-off. The World Wide 
Fund for Nature has said feat our 
most valuable woodlands are not 
safe in private hands and that the 
Government has failed for years 
to close loopholes that allow 
woodland destruction to 
continue. 

The only way to stop this most 
harmful sell-off is to get rid of the 
Tbry government. 

PHILIP GREIG 
Swindon, 

Wiltshire 
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Time’s up for 
Third World debt 

Sin Further to your report (“Why 
2000 may come too soon for 
Greenwich’’, 7 April), you may be 
interested to knew that the 
Nottingham Asian Christian 
Fellowship launched their Jubilee 
2 000 campaign outside St Peter's 
Church in Nottingham on Saturday 
last wife considerable interest from 
fee local media in what is 
considered to be a unique 
campaign hy Asians. 

They share fee same objective as 
fee London Jubilee 2000 m feat 
they are also calling on the 
Western governments, fee World 
Bank and other commercial banks 
to cancel fee unrepayable debts of 
fee poorest countries as a one-off 

g esture. In most cases, if not all, 
iese countries have repaid three 
times the debts they owe in Interest 
payments. 

Their campaign, wife the 
support of fee Bishop of Southwell, 
Rt Rev Patrick Harris, involves fee 
signing of a petition by all churches 
in fee comity and other interested 
citizens. 

The principle of Jubilee in fee 
book of Leviticus recognises that 
the people of God were 
accountable to one another. After 
every 49years, there would be a 
total redistribution of wealth and 
property. 

It was an opportunity to begin 
anew and have freedom, land and 
possessions restored. 

That time has now come. It is 
time for a year of Jubilee. 

SAMUEL MONDLE 
Nottingham Asian 
Christian Fellowship 
West Bridgford, 






Alienated by 
sick buildings 

Sin As a designer of air- 
conditioned buildin g s , 1 am fed up 
with friends asking me to work out 
why their particular office air- 
conditioning system is not working 
properly. 

Jonathan Glaneey’s artide 
(“Does your office make you 
sick?”, 4 April) rightly points out 
that side building syndrome is a 
phenomenon that managers and 
institutions have been slow to 
recognise. Many air-conditioned 
buildings designed in fee Sixties 
and Seventies suffer from problems 
associated wife centralised control 
which alienates the building 
occupant. 

However, things are changing. 
There is a recognition in fee HVAC 
(heating, ventilating and air 
conditioning) profession that fee 
building occupant must be given 
both a greater variety of working 
spaces and much greater control 
over feat environment. So it is feat 
many well-designed modem 
buildings now feature large atrium 
spaces, light wells and winter 
gardens. 

Tfechnology is now being used to 
give back control to fee occupant. 
Currently this means more room 
thermostats and systems in which 
fee occupant can dim fee lights. 

In the future, intelligent facades 
will be developed that will modify 
their performance to suit fee 
prevailing weather conditions, 
possibly letting in more light in 
winter whilst redirecting the light 
m summer. 

In Britain we do build most of 
our offices on a speculative basis. 
However, there is a growing move 
towards fee pre-!eitingof 
developments whilst they are still 
in fee design stage. 

MARTIN LONG 
OveArup and Partners 
London W1 


All the world on 
the Isle of Wight 

Sir Can the world’s population fit 
in an area the size ofthe Isle of 
Wight? Not according to your 
Technoquest expert (Thbloid; 
Science, 8 April) who says feat only 
1.6 billion people would fit in. 
Wrong. 

Your expert claims to have 
derived his figure from dividing fee 
“approximately 400 square 
kilometres (380 to be more precise) 
by the average space occupied by 
one person -given as 625 square 
centimetres. But if you divide these 
two figures what you actually get is 
6.4 billion, which suggests feat fee 
current world’s population of 
around 5 J5 billion would indeed fit. 
Your correspondent seems to have 
calculated fee figure for 100 square 
kilometres only. 

However his figure of 625 square 
centimetres is a bit tight; this is 16 
people per square metre. 

If you allow a slightly more 
realistic 10 people per square 
metre then onty four billion 
people would fit (or 3.8 billion if 
one uses the 380 square kilometre 
figure). 

PDANT 

Eastbourne, 

East Sussex 


Too nice 

Sin Neil Hamilton has said it all 
(“Hamilton wins qualified 
support"’, 9 April): “He (Martin 
Bell) seems like a nice guy - totally 
unfitted for politics”. 

IVOR SAMUELS 
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Leading her husband by the nose. 


Christine 
Hamilton is 
not just 
another loyal 
Tory wife - 
she has 
been the 
driving force 
behind the 
troubled 
MP’s career. 
They rise 
and fell 
together, says 
Paul Vallely 

^ o you accept 
M ^ my husband 

§» Mis innocent? 

fl MDo you 

W accept my 

husband is innocent?" the shrill 
voice demanded repeatedly as 
the hapless war reporter Mar- 
tin Bell floundered to justify his 
presence as the anti-corrup- 
tion candidate in Tattoo. 

The voice was that of Chris- 
tine Hamilton, wife of the for- 
mer Tory minister Neil Hamil- 
ton, whose once safe 
Conservative seat is now at the 
centre of the national storm 
over political sleaze. He may 
have admitted receiving lavish 
undeclared freebies, duping the 
Inland Revenue and lying to the 
Deputy Prime Minister. But he 
still maintains that he never 
received payment for asking 
parliamentary questions. She 
and her husband had hijacked 
Bell's debut press conference to 
push the political virgin into 
acknowledging this point 
It was Mrs Hamilton who 
made the running. Arriving 
arm-in-arm with her husband, 
with her apparently immov- 
able smile fixed fiercely across 
her features, she announced to 
the waiting journalists: “We 
arc perfectly entitled to be 
here. NVe arc voters in the con- 
stituency, unlike Mr Bell who 
lives in Hampstead." It is 
always, wc are coming to learn, 
the female half of the insepa- 
rable Hamilton double-act who 
leads. She not only acts as his 
Commons secretary - reading 
his letters, answering his phone. 




Getting her spouse's retaliation hi first; Christine HemBton 
altars the electoral fray In defence of the former trade 
minister photographs (clockwise from top left): Cavendish 
Pictures; Peter Maccfcarmid; Reuters; News Team 


organising his diary -she also 
tidies him up before interviews 
and her hand even has been 
seen to appear on camera gen- 
tly rearranging his hair in mid- 
flow, as if to reassure him that 
she had not gone away. 

But. for all her high-pitched 
defensiveness, this is no faith- 
fuI-Tory-wife stand-by-your- 
man act. Alongside his weak- 
chinned, watery-eyed 
apologetic smirk, she routinely 
appears steadfast, certain and 
full of high-octane moral indig- 
nation. But. though she is dis- 
missive of local suggestions that 
she is the ventriloquist and he 
the dummy, she did once admit: 
“1 am the organiser and admin- 
istrator. I am vejy efficient, so 
I have just taken that side over, 
and NeQ lets me get on with it" 


She & she says, the kind of 
political wife “who gets stuck in 
and does whatever the job 
demands". She insists, how- 
ever, that the relationship is 
one of partnership: their mar- 
ital motto she says is WDTT - 
We Do Things together. “We 
have an utterly blissful, 
unshakeable, rock-solid mar- 
riage and always will have. We 
do everything together - work 
together, play together.” 

For all that, she has borne 
the brunt of the three weeks of 
unremitting media scrutiny. It 
Is she who answers the phone 
and the door at their large, 
cream-painted converted vic- 
arage, set in acres of land with 
its own stream, dozens of rose 
bushes and weeping willows, i 
Nether Alderley. nea 
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Knutsford in Cheshire. It is 
she who has constantly 
emerged with a chill school- 
marmly politeness to chase 
reporters - “reptiles” and 
“snakes” - from the daffodil- 
lined gravel drive and even to 
upbraid the BBC for parking an 
outside broadcast van beside 
the house. “Get that bloody 
great penis away from the 

hedge,” she 

said, pointing 
to the van's 
large aerial in a 
momentary 
lapse from her 
studied civility. 

But, more 
significantly, 
she is at the 
centre of what 
has been called 
“the Web Of 
influence” that 

prompted the cash-for-ques- 
tions enquiry. It was Christine 
Hamilton who introduced her 
husband to the lobbyist Ian 
Greer and to Michael Gryfls, 
Mr Greer's close contact in the 
Commons. It was her signature 
which appeared cm the receipt 
from the Peter Jones depart- 
ment store for a set of expensive 
garden furniture for which Ian 
Greer paid. It was she who 
booked the room at the Paris 
Ritz which set the sleaze alle- 
gations in motion - and where 


she and Mr Hamilton charged 
everything to their room, even 
down to postage stamps, and 
ate every meal on offer, includ- 
ing afternoon tea, running up a 
total of £2^00 in extras. And 
when the couple asked if they 
could return to the hotel - and 
were told by the irritated office 
of the hotel's owner Mohamed 
A1 Fayed that it was full -it was 
Mis Hamilton 


thetic interviewer. But never in 
public. Despite the unceasing 
pressure, die has never publicly 
cracked. Christine Hamilton 


6 With a chill 
politeness she 
chases reporters 
- reptiles, 
snakes - from 
the drive d 


who phoned 
the hotel to 
check and 
humiliatingly 
discovered that 
there were 
plenty of roans 
available. 

Yet, in the 
teeth of all this, 
she has contin- 
mmm ued vehe- 
mently to deny 
the key cash-fbr-questions alle- 
gation that bundles of £50 notes 
were paid in brown envelopes by 
Mr A! Fayed to Mr Hamilton in 
the hope of parliamentary 
favours and that Mrs Hamilton 
phoned his office in Harrods to 
chase up cadi payments. 

Small wonder that she has 
said there are nights when she 
has trouble deeping and spends 
the midnight hours dying. “You 
would be superhuman not to 
have cried at some stage over 
this,” she once told a sympa- . 


im Ringwood in the New 
Forest, was educated - like two 
other political wives, MrsFaddy 
Ashdown and Lady Wilson - at 
Wentworth School in 
Bournemouth, “which teaches 
middle-class gals not to blub, 
complain or let down the side”. 
From there die went to York 
University to study sociology, 
where her dose friends included 
two future Tory MPs - Michael 
Brown, who is also at the cen- 
tre of cash-fbr-questions alle- 
gations, and Harvey Proctor, 
who had to resign after being 
convicted for indecency. 

It was at univeisby that she 
met Nefl Hamilton at a Young 
Conservatives Conference in 
Ripcm! “It sounds absurd, but 
our eyes met across a crowded 
room,” she has said. “He bad 
great big Victorian sideburns 
and was already going grey. It 
was love at first sight for both 
of us." 

Yet there was a sign of the 
political steeliness to come. 
Despite fancying him she did 
not vote for her future husband 
in a ballot for the chairmanship 
of the Federation of Conserv- 
ative Students but instead 
endorsed Andrew Neil, later 


the editor of the Sunday Times. 
And subsequently, after three 
years courting Neil Hamilton, 
she dumped him when she got 
her first post in the Commons 
as secretary to the flamboyant 
backbencher Sir Gerald 
Nabarro and later the right- 
wing MP Michael Gxylls. “Poor 
Neil was a perpetual student. 
He didn't want to go out into 
the big wide world, so he spent 
about eight years at univer- 
sity," she later said. “I just 
realised that I had to make a 
break. It was awful a bit like 
kicking a dog.” She married 
Neil HannUon five days before 
his 1983 election to the safe seat 
of Tatton. There was no hon- 
eymoon - the very next morn- 
ing they were back campaign- 
ing in his Cheshire 
constituency. 

Since then she has dedicated 
herself to his career single- 
minded ly - the couple “by 
mutual consent" have no chil- 
dren. She has everything to lose 
if her husband backs down or is 
defeated. No wonder her tough- 
ness and loyalty are openly on 
display as never before. (There 
have been previous flashes - 
when her husband and Harvey 
Proctor were punched in Mr 
Proctor's shirt shop in Rich- 
mond it was Mrs Hamilton who 
pursued the assailants through 
the street). More recently when 
Alan Rusbridger, the editor of 
The Guardian, took part in a 
blunt head-on dash with the ex- 
tiade minister on Newsniga, the 
journalist was advised by BBC 
staff not to leave via the hospi- 
tality room where “Christine 
Hamilton is offering to plant 
one on your nose”. 

It is this reientlessness which 


■ Mrs Hamilton, even among 
those with little time for her 
sense of political propriety. 
“My husband is not a quitter,” 
she told reporters this week, but 
there are many who suspect that 
the drive and determination in 


rcnlitv emanate from her. 
“Christine Hamilton .has the . 
valour of the early Christian CTr 
martyrs and truly does nuke 
one wonder how the British 
ever lost the Empire.” wrote the 
considerably more sympathetic 
Lynda l ee-Potter in the Daily 
Mail yesterday, though even 
she co'mmentson her rmhfess- 
ness. When Ms Lee-Potter 
interviewed her, the Hamiltons 
gave her a lift to atari rank at 
the end of their exmversatiob. 

“It was the middle of the tush 
hour ami as I got out 1 was 
nearly run over, Ms Lcc-Pbt- 
ter wrote at the time. “ ‘How 
awful if you'd got killed,' said 
Christine Hamilton. ‘All our 
hard work would be wasted.' ” 

It was a joke, one assumes. 
The Hamiltons are good at 
jokes. Remember the ginger 
biscuit which the MP quipped 
he had been given on a factory 
visit and would declare? (How 
Mr Major must have chuckled). 
There was her jaunty Uisdosuw 
that “Neil's favourite song jfc 
‘The Laughing Policeman' 

Then there arc the toys on the 
lawn of their Cheshire home 
which Mis Hamilton claims 
belong to a friend's children but 
which opponents criticise as 
constituency image-building. 
And then there is the sign in the 
porch welcoming visitors with 
the warning: “If the dogs are 
loose, stand completely still, do • 
not move until the owner 
comes.” The Hamiltons have 
no dogs. Which just goes to 
show that you shouldn't believe 
everything you read in print, 
quips Mrs Hamilton. 

Over the portal of the rectaiy 
is a Latin motto: dais nobis 
haec otin fecit - these hours of 
ease are God given. “I t hink it 
is true to say that all political} 
careens end in tears,” Christine^ 
Hamilton once wrote. Come 2 
May, she may have both the 
hours to spend and the tears to 
fill them. If so, she will surely ' 
shed them in private. . 


Ireland - a role model for the Israelis 


F rom time to time, 
whenever the Israeli 
government behaves 
tike a bunch of bullies, I want 
to sit down and write an 
article wondering why the 
Israelis are behaving tike a 
bunch of bullies, but I never 
do, for three reasons. 

One is that the likelihood 
of the Israeli government 
reading the article and saying 
“You know something? 
Maybe Kington's got a point 
there, maybe we should be 
nicer to people” is so slight 
that William Hill would not 
offer odds on it 
The second is that it would 
have overtones of anti- 
Semitism. For some reason 
that I have never quite 
fathomed, criticism of any 
Jewish institution has' an anti- 
Semitic taint. (There was a 
time when Menacfaem Begin 
seemed to like to turn this to 
his own advantage, and 
would, it seemed to me. 
defend Israefs actions, 
sometimes outrageous 
actions, by declaiming a 
speech which boiled down in. 
essence to saying “Have you 
all forgotten the Holocaust so 
soon? And now you hie 
criticising us?") 

And the third .is connected 
to an article which, to my '• 
uncertain recollection is the 


. TmC. 'Tr-TsaB' 


only one I have ever written 
criticising Israel, and that was 
a column in The Tones, years 
ago. It was at a time when the 
USSR was refusing to let 
Russian Jews emigrate to 
Israel. It was also at a time 
when Begin liked to present 
eveiy Israeli mfliiaiy action, 
no matter how punitive or 
pre-emptive, as a purely 
defensive action designed to 
protect Israel. So I painted a 
brief scenario in which I saw 
the victorious Israeli army 
advancing through the USSR 
and encircling Moscow, but 
purely, according to Israeli 
sources, as a defensive 
gesture. 

The only point I was 
malting if any, was that there 
had to be a limit to the 
description of your militaiy 
actions as defensive, but that 
was nor how the readers saw 
it. Three days later die editor 
of The Tones, Charles 
Dougfas-Home, rang me up 
and said he had been made 
miserable by the concerted 
phone calls he had had from 
Jewish organisations and 
lobbies protesting against die 
tenor of my piece. Couldn’t L 
he said, placate them by 
writing a-piece criticising the 
Arabwond? 

This was a pretty dumb 
suggestion, and I raid so, and 



Miles 

Kington 

he shyfy agreed that it was, so 
we came to a compromise. I 
said I would lay off Israel in 
future, even if I were to ‘leave 
The Timesand go to 77u? . 
Independent, which was pretty 
fan-sighted of me, as the paper 
did not even exist then. $o 
that £s wby.you will not find 
me going, around entidsmg 
Israel It is in memory of a 
promise I made to the late 
Charles Dougfas-Home. 

I will say one tiring, though. 
It is curious die way in which 
Israel’s image has changed 
over the years. Once upon a 
time Israel was the underdog, 
the little guy who got pushed 
around fry the .big guys but 
always outsmarted them. 



When things happened like 
the Munich shootings, they 
had a surge of world 
sympathy. They pulled off 
daring stunts, uke rescuing 
hostages from Uganda, or 
bombing Egyptian 
aerodromes from the wrong 
angle and fooling everyone, 
and we all thought this was 
pretty smart That has all gone 
now. Israel is seen more as a 
bully boy today, with the USA 
banging around like a huge 
but simple-minded bouncer. 

In fact, it is curious the way 
the image of a country can 
change at all You would 

imagine that our view of a 

neighbouring state or people 
would stay pretty constant, 
but it doesn’t. It seems hard to 
believe that France was once 
our great enemy, but she was, 
and for far longer than we 
have ever thought of 
Germany as a foe. Germany is 
^ either, nor 
the USSR. Thai leaves only 
Australia ... 3 

But the most astonishing 
thing to me is the way in 
which the image of Ireland 
has gone round through 180 
degrees in the last 10 years. 

tx&eved, in thelieth of all the 
evidence, that the Irish were 
shipid. Wfe stia fostered a vfcw 
of the average Irishman as a 


thick navvy on a building site 
or a mad bomber. Wc told 
Irish jokes in which the only 
point was that the Irish were 
stupid, and it seemed as if the 
Irish joke would never go 
away. 

And now magically it has, 
and although some of the 
Irish are still good at bombing 
(and wc are still good a! 
putting the wrong people 
inside for doing it) the image 
of Ireland has changed 
entirely. Nowadays Ireland is 
thought of as a place that . 
produces great writing and 
great dancing (from the knees 
down, at feast) and great ' - ■ 
comedians and great beer and 
great television comedy and 
great music, and great nm*in 
the World Cup, and great 
films, and when the Irish do . 
occasionally do something 
genuinely stupid (such ash* • 
fooled into winning the . 
Eurovision Song Contest yew 
after year) we only chuckfe. . 
sympathetically. 

So, Israel, take Heart 
Things do get better. . 

NB I also have a leaflet 
available which 1 can , , A 

recommend called 7he 
English us Others Sec Us. It 
contains fairly shocking and 
unpleasant material, and. _ . 
should not be read by the' • 
feint-hearted. » v 
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the commentators 


The strange case 
of Britain’s ‘spy’ 
in a Moscow jail 

days ago. when I was 




guest on a phone-in on 
Moscow Echo radio, the 
interviewer asked me about the 
Platon Obukhov case. Platon is 
the 2S-year-old Russian diplo 
mat who was arrested exactly a 
011 charges of spying 
for the British secret service, as 
a result of which several mem- 
bers of the British embassy in 
Moscow and - of the Russian 
embassy in London were 
expelled on a tit-for-tai basis 
reminiscent of the Cold War. 

I said that 1 knew very little 
about it. I had no idea whether 
or not Platon was spying. How- 
Jtever, I had heard that he has 
mental problems, which would 
complicate the legal position. If 
be was spying for Britain, he 
might be tried under Russian 
law. But if he was mentally.il] 
at the time, any trial on such a 
charge would be a travesty of 
justice. A man cannot be a 
schizophrenic and a traitor 
simultaneously. 

Returning to the Metrbpole 
Hotel late that evening, 1 was 
telephoned by Anatoli 
Kucherena, Platon's lawyer, 
inviting me to call on him. The 
next morning I went to his 
office and spoke to him for an 
hour. I also met Olga 
Obukhova, Platon's mother. 

Platon's father, Aleksei, is an 
eminent Russian diplomat, a 
former Soviet deputy foreign 
minister and a disar mam ent 
expert. A year ago, when 
Platon was arrested, his parents 
lived in Copenhagen, where 
Aleksei was ambassador. 

Anatoli and Olga asked me 
to explain Platon's case, and 
especially his medical prob- 
lems and the conditions under 
which he is being kept, to 
Amnesty International and 
other world organisations. I 
have done this. 

One could say that the story 
so far shows how dramatically democracy has 
advanced in Russia in recent years. Until a few 
years ago I was not allowed into Russia, still 
less to speak on the radio, and it would have 
been the kiss of death for any Moscow 
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‘He is 28 
years old. 
He looks 70, 
with a long 
beard, like 
Dostoyevsky 
when he 
returned 
from 
Siberia’ 


up as a defendant in fee sort of 
show trial that they would like 
tosee. 

Anatoli and Olga painted 
for me a picture of a deeply dis- 
trubed young man - of great 
energy, a linguist and a writer.' 
He has written 18 books, eight 
of them already sold for £2JO00 
each to publishers who spe- 
cialise jn intrigue, spi es, vio- 
lence and. sex “My son is ill, but 
he is not an. idiot,” Olga says. 
“He lives in an upside-down 
world all of his own. His latest 
book is called The Murder of die 
Mayor of VladivostokT 

His other books, which his 
mother showed me, all laid out 
on a table, have similarly lurid 
covers and titles: Femme Fatale, 
Game of Death and The Sex 
Demon. They axe books, it 
: seecos, that Muscovites read in 
. the metro. He writes at amaz- 
ing speed, 20 pages a day, and 
poetry, in English about sharks 
and pnantnm<L It is the product 
of a disturbed mind. 

Platon spent last s umme r in 
Lefortovo prison under inter- 
rogation. On 28 July, he was 
shown on Russian television 
blabbering incoherently, wear- 
ing a smock, a dunce's cap and 
mismatching socks. "The aim 
was te humiliate my cheat, to 
make people hate him, 9 Anatoli 
says. “In fact, people just felt 
sorry for him. " Anatoli com- 
plains that his client is being 
denied medical and legal help 
as well as visits from his family. 
“Things are supposed to have 
changed in this countiy.-But my 
client's case shows the FSB 
behaving like the KGB -did in 
the old days.” ■' 

The FSB by now understood 
its problem. Could it really pre- 
sent this sad creature as an evQ 
super-spy? On. 5 November it 
transferred him to the' infa- 
mous Serbsky Institute, where 


Blair begins to feel 

the electoral heat 


Vladimjbr Bukovsky and other 
well-known dissidents used to be tortured 

because of their polftcal views. He was exam- 
ined ty psychiatrists appeiotedby the ministry 
of defenccv Doctors nominated by his famil y 
were allowed no a c ces s . On 5 February this 
defending lawyer to ask a foreigner to help his: year he was transferred to, the medical Wing of 
client, especially in an eSpionagefcake.- ; • ’ - to'kfcaS’^ pefeulli^- * - 1 -' 

Bui the story has another ode, far Much I v *' — = 

was not prepared. The Russian security service 
(known as “FSB”) has seen better days. It used 
to be the all-pervasive KGB, with hundreds of 
thousands of staff and millions of occa si onal 
informers. Its men and women were well paid. 

Bui now. with the Cold Wu - being over, its value 
ak under question and its budget is always being 
*cuL The suspicion is that the FSB is using the 
Obukhov case to justify its existence. 

A year ago officers of the FSB announced 
the discovery of 38 spies in high Russian 
positions. The arrest of rlaton was proclaimed 
as the smashing of a ring of super-spies and the 
first in a series of future FSB successes. 

Russians waited with bated breath to find out 
who the other 37 would be. But no names have 
been announced and some Russians are 
sceptical enough to wonder whether they exist 
at all. . . . 

Haiing announced this great catch, it is 
embarrassing when they have only one mi nnow 
to show for it And it is even more embarrassing 
when it emerges that Platon has a history of 
mental health problems, kept secret since his 
childhood by his professionally successful 
family, and that he is in no condition to be put 


“That report has b<^ writtrri antirtWritien 
many times,” 01ga says. lt was made known to 
her early fills week and yesterday bn the tele- 
t Moscow die told me whatitsays. 
item is mentally ill, it seems. But he became 
xpe&taBy ill in prison. When he committed his 
&T of treason for British inteffigeuce he was 
sane. That means apparently thar he can now 
be treated for his illness. Then, when he is fit 
to stand trial, he can face the charge of trea- 
son in court and, if convicted, undergo the 
appropriate penalty. . 

Meanwhile, he lives in a 15-man. cell in 
BufydcajaiL There aie four bunks in which the 
men take turns to sleep. Anatoli saw him a 
week ago. “He is 28 years old. He looks 70 
years old, with a long beard, like Dostoyevsky 
when he returned from Siberia,'’ 

The anfyfood provided in the cell is cabbage. 
Prisoners are expected to be fed byfeeir fam- 
ilies. Every few days Olga goes to Butyrka and 
queues for four or five boors, in order to deliver 
a parcel to her son. No metal orgjass is allowed 
in the parcel and no coffee. Chocolate Is per- 
mitted. She knows that the better the iparcel, 
the better her son is Gable to be treated by the 
14 other disturbed men who share Ins ceD. 


I fs moving. Something is 
happening. For the first 
time since the election 
campaign began, the 
Conservatives are coming 
alive and New Labour seems a 
little vulnerable. This Is a feel- 
ing, a pricking of the thumbs, 
not a poll-led observation - 
though the first tremors in 
Labour’s huge lead have been 
reported. John Major is sud- 
denly a little bounder. Labour 
people have been, squirming 
under fire from the Ibries and, 
more importantly, the voters. 

It had to happen sooner or 
later. The great thing about 
elections is that they are polit- 
ical accelerators; they speed 
up argument and analysis. Up 
to now, the country’s attention 
has seemed to be half off the 
But- the imminent 
project of apolitical execution 
concentrates the mind won- 
derfully. And dearly, though 
the election may not be wide 
open, it is not over, either. 

Labour is being attacked 
for changing its mind and mim- 
icking theories. What are the 
old policies that you still 
believe in, its leaders are 
asked. Why have you changed 
your mind on so many impor- 
tant thin gs ? And, as one voter 
said to Robin Cook on BBC 
Radio’s Election Call, why 
should anyone prefer “Labour 
margarine to Tory butter”? 

Ibis line of attack is exactly 
what John Major and his people 
have been using in the House of 
Commons for months, though 
wtas are e x pre s sin g it better. In 
logic, it is unfair on Labour. It 
is the old damned-if-they-do, 
damned-if-they-don’t Conserv- 
ative encirclement strategy, 
either Labour hasn’t really 
(hanged, m which case they are 
dangerous or they have 
rfamgeri , in which case they are 
inconstant and synthetic. 

‘ Either way, the logical con- 
clusion is that only the Ibries 
can ever be trusted to govern - 
which hardly chimes with our 
experience of the past few years. 
Labour; though, bas made this 
stfategyeasierfor fire Prime 
Minister than it mi ght otherwise 
have been. After tacking deveriy 
towards more popular and cen- 
trist positions, they have moved 
too close to fee Conservatives in 
recent weeks, while being too 
timid about em phasising their 
own distinctive agenda. 

• Without Gordon Brown’s 
adoption of Kenneth Clarke’s 

Labour would mttfcave^een so 
vulnerable to fee £U5bn “tax 
hole” charge and would not' 
have had to emphasise its readi- 
ness to embark on a new pri- 
vatisation programme - and 
would not, therefore, have con- 
tradicted itself on fee air traf- 
fic control sale and Men into 
yesterday’s problems. 

This is bow polities unravel; 
and there are other examples. 
Had Blair not been concen- 
trating on Tbry thinking about 
devolution, and minimis ed his 
own policy of Scottish home 


by Andrew Marr 
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Labour’s poll lead has encouraged a stultifying 
caution, and made the parly vulnerable to 
attack from the Tories and the voters 


rule with the “English parish 
council” comparison, last 
week’s policy problem would 
have been avoided. This busi- 
ness of trying to offend nobody 
is unsustainable. 

It also means Labour is fail- 
ing to exploit its strongest alter- 
native selling points and bold- 
est pre-electoral- thanking. It 
doesn’t highlight its own good 
polities on predatory pricing - 
presumably because it doesn’t 
want to offend Murdoch. Or 
take political reform. Blair is 
fastidiously leaving fee sleaze 
issue, for fee most part, to fee 
newspapers and political out- 
riders Eke Martin Bell. 

One can understand his 
thinking. For many people, 
“rieaze’ r has become a turn-off. 
The word, though sibOantfy 
irresistible, is unhelpful to fee 
extent that it confuses sexual 
escapades wife serious allega- 
tions of corruption and fee 
abuse of power. But there are 
real issues here which ought to 
be dose to fee heart of the elec- 
tion campaign. 

Don’t get me wrong. We 
should wish Bell wen. It has 
been instructive to see the pos- 
sessive fury of the Tbiy politi- 
cians and pundits at fee pre- 


sumption of a mere war corre- 
spondent butting into their 
game -what right has he, they 
ask, what experience and knowl- 
edge? (The experience, I sup- 
not to trouser envelopes 
i tycoons stuffed wife higb- 
denommation notes.) Ware BeD 
elected, that would be a cheer- 
ing thing for democracy, not a 
coup by fee cynical metropoli- 
tan media. The best thing about 
Martin BeD MP would be that 
he would not be obliged to take 
a party whip or line; a Commons 
which contained at least some 
free radicals and independent 
spirits would have a far better 
chance of regaining its popu- 
larity than one that didn’t 
But fee problem wife what is 
happening in Tatton is that 
“sleaze” has been removed from 
the bigger political context and 
turned mto a personal struggle, 
fee honour or lack of it of one 
Conservative ex-minister. Tbs 
implies that the issue of gov- 
ernment conduct can be 
resolved by verbal jousts on 
Knutsford Common or a show 
of hands in a Cheshire pub. 
Indeed, Major and Michael 
Heseltine are saying already 
that we should be putting these 
sorts of issues behind us. 


Which is, fee moment you 
think about it, fee equivalent of 
saying that we should be 
putting some of fee most dra- 
matic political events of the 
past few years behind us. 

Had Labour been more con- 
fident and excited about its 
programme of political reform, 
it would have been explaining 
how standards in pubGc life, 
past governmental failures such 
as fee BSE saga, fee murkier 
comers of party funding, the 
erosion of public service and 
fee spread of quangos are all 
connected - hew. during fee 
past 18 years, a dosed, dank 
web of favours and private rela- 
tionships has spread through 
fee heart of fee British state. 

Labour people would have 
been reminding fee country 
that “Nolan", far from being a 
catch-all Toiy rebuttal to ques- 
tions about standards, was set 


up as a defensive measure; and 
that Major tried in the Com- 
mons to neuter fee committee’s 
impact. They would have been 
raising fee Scott inquiry, and 
fee Government's frankly 
shabby response to it. Blair 
would have been banging on, 
day after day. about freedom of 
information, new rights and 
the repair of democracy. 

Labour, in short, would have 
been replying to fee perfectly 
proper scrutiny of its recently 
buried beliefs,' wife a similar 
scrutiny of the Conservatives' 
recently buried actions. But 
no: for some reason, political 
reform is deemed unsuitable as 
a mainstream election topic. It 
bas been as if Labour is sughtly 
alarmed about its own consti- 
tutional agenda 

The reason, I assume, is feat 
Labour’s huge poll lead has 
encouraged a strategy of cau- 
tion and conservatism, focused 
only on fee Middle English 
swing voters who are deemed 
all-import anL Logical enough: 
but it means that fee party 
which ought to be challenging 
has become fee incumbent, ana 
fee party of ISyears in office is 
attacking like fee Opposition. 
Labour is standing there hold- 
ing its popularity wife Middle 
England uke some huge, rare 
and infinitely fragile glazed pot. 
which might crash to fee ground 
if it attempts to move a muscle 
- or even breathes out. 

The overall impression of a 
Labour press conference is of 
a roomful of zipped lips, but- 
toned imaginations and 
clenched buttocks - a party 
trapped by its own opinion-poll 
lead. The atmosphere is 
oppressive, and only made 
more so by fee moronic pop 
song. “Tilings can only get bel- 
ter'’ that echoes through the 
campaign - somewhere 
between Prozac and Muzak. 

Now it may be that all this is 
nothing but shrewd malpoUtik 
and will give New Labour a vic- 
tory of historic and breathtak- 
ing proportions. Blair has 
taken his party to the very 
edge of such a victory, and to 
a hugely impressive position, 
partly because of fee tight con- 
trol he and his team exercise, 
and partly because of his own 
brand of reassuringly centrist 
politics. He has created a 
broad, if shallow, coalition of 
views and interests far wider 
than before. Perhaps nothing 
matters more than three more 
weeks of self-discipline, cau- 
tion and risk-avoidance. 

But fee political accelerator 
is at work, and this campaign is 
coming jumpingly alive. And it 
is hard to be persuasive while 
you're biting your tongue. 


up with Nemesis last 
rday. She was nothing Uke 
l 1 expected. Let me explain, 
jme years now. I’ve been 
his intense relationship with 
nd Revenue. They're a weird 
First I bey send you a 

inglv nff-thc-waJI estimate of 
ch cash vou might owe if you 
some parallel universe 
) vou earned £870,546,929 
urn and b) all fee tasyou 
every one of your 75 
s karmic existences had, m 
..fallen due at eractfy fee 

ne.te autumn 1996. So you 

[his figure, marvel at its^ 
lantx’ and wonder bow to 
:k. You get an accountant to 
»ur case with the tax . 
ies, pointing out feat, taking 

ount three bus tickets and a 

invoice from the Stockpot 

nt in London W1 your tot 
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tevenue respond wth 

; d furv. They bombard you 
nands' forever-more- 
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of huff envelopes begins to- 
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Nemesis arrives 
in the shape of a 
tax inspector 
demanding a : 
frightening 
amount based on 
earnings in some 
parallel universe 




tut the words ..-new 
137^96374.076-60. p 

ilinues to accrue daily, 
this happen? Once you 
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Ji\ C, vou owed a bit of tax, 
vas fine - then 

Km^SSfe an 

sySESfS®— ■ 
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fee Marshalsea nick, fee Little Ease. 
Wild remedies occur to you. Perhaps 

1 could plead wife the Emopean ’ 

Court of Human Rights. Perhaps 1 
could get some hired musdefSoyou 
Mint to rifanaa tax assessment No 
531S74. do yon, Mr Snodgrass? I 
think you’ll have to talk it over with 
my friend here .. ”)agjunstfee day 
they come for me. Because you know 
you're now beyond fee point of being 
pbyskaify able to write a cheque to 

your tonnenteis. 

You slop eatmg. The children 
look at your haggard faceand run 
yelping to school. The words 
^efistram your chattels" - which have 

appeared m fee most recent buff ■ 

envelope - nag in your head, hke m 
a RftiesB-movie- You know fee yTl. 
come any day now: the bailiffs, a . ' 
couple of beadles, a' SWAT team of . 
marksmen' afld, infee middle, a 



smoothly efficient sadist in a car 
coat and an atrocious haircut, 
saying “Right, first well take fee hi- 
fi, fee Apple Mac, fee electric 
orange-squeezing thingy in the 
kitebea .and your favourite swirly 
waistcoat- Then the la winnower, fee 
dishwasher and the baby ...” 

And in the end, Nemesis did 


arrive. Saturday morning, 10.45, the 
doorbell rang and a small Irish 
woman appeared on fee doorstep, 
like Delia Smith only a smidgen more 
determined. “Have you got a 
minute?” she asked. “We must have a 
word about some unpaid tax,” as if 
she’d noticed some of fee stuff lying 
tragically in fee road. -I looked 
around. Where were fee bailiffs? The 
trained muskets? Where ...? “It’D 
only take a minute,” she said, 
brushing past 
Five minutes later, she 
shimmered out again, bearing a 
cheque (not all that big) in triumph 
and heading for her bus. I hated the 
Inland Revenue more than ever, but 
months of gathering clouds, a slow- 
buDding avalanche of angst and 
trauma, had aD suddenly 
evaporated. I went out into the 
spring sunshine, hopelessly skint and 
oddly redeemed. 

P olitical surprise of the week was 
surely Jeffrey Archer’s blurted 
revelation an Channel 4 fee 
other night that he «itk John Major 
“Sir” when they’re together. It’s 
apparently his normal form of 
address when the two are driving 
around diewing the fat about fee 
prospects of a Labour government It 
seems an odd picture, doesn’t it fee 
two dassless-society boys, one now a 
ford, the other now fee Prime 
Minister, deferring away to each 
other like courtiers at Versailles. You 
wonder if Archer was faking fee 
mickey and using fee word in 
inverted commas, as if to say, “I'll 
call you ’sir’ as long as you remember 
that Tm a peer of fee realm and 
you’re just a career politician." But 
then ifs more likely that Lord 
Archer just likes fee smell of 
courtlmess, fee fat of chivalric 
exchange. I expect fee PM had to 
- him saying “Sire". Or, indeed, 
r liege ...” 


«Ti 


|he Beverly Hills Tour of 
London” is how they 
describe it in the brochure 
- a chance to gawp at “celebrities'* 
going about their ordinary lives. In 
Los Angeles ifs part of the tourist 
itinerary. You drive up in a coach, 
park outside’s Madonna's hacienda 
or Sfy StaDone’s penthouse, dish out 
binoculars to the $30-a-bead suckers 
from New Jersey, and pretend feat 
fee sight of a film star’s mailbox, 
door knocker or velvet curtains is fee 
next best thing to having dinner with 
them. Sadly, it almost guarantees you 
won’t spot anybody at aD. Now it has 
come to London. “Showbiz Tburs” 
(there is, at present, precisely one 
tour) is offering to squire clutches of 
rubber-necking tourists round fee 
“Driveways of the Rich and Famous" 
in Hampstead and St John’s Wood. 
That word “driveways” is so redolent 
of British diffidence, of patio-doors 
blandness: we wfl] not show you 
these people's homes, but we will 
point out their front path, their silver 
birch, (heir whee lie-bin ... 

The lucky recipients of this 
attention are a mixed bag. The 
adjectives "rich and famous" may 
well describe Peter OTbole and 
Emma Thompson, but seem hardly 
appropriate to describe John Keats 
(though you can see “the tree under 
which Keats composed his legendary 
Ode to a Nigfrdngple), nor George 
Orwell, John Constable, HG Wells, 
Frend, RL Stevenson ... Cunningly, 
Showbiz Tours mixes dead blue-dip, 
blue-plaque writers with living rock 
stars sium as George Michael and 
Boy George, as if they shared fee 
same celebrity status, presumably in 
fee hope that fee thicker star-spotters 
won't be able to tell the difference; 
fee next stage is to convince them 
that fee man wife the wispy 
moustache emerging from fee comer 
shop with 20 Wbodbines Is indeed the 
author of Dr JekyU and Mr Hyde ... 


SPRING SALE 

Booh by 25 April, travel by 3 I May 


ROME <212 

• 2 nights B&B ★* Fori 

• Additional nights £40 

• Gatwick, Heathrow* & Manchester* 


BRUGES 

2 nights B&B at ★★ bis ■ 
£00 Additional nights £36 • 

sdfdrwe indudes ferry crossing ■ 

also by Le Shuttle* or Eurastar* • 




FLORENCE 


08S 


• 2 nights B&B 

• *★ Rorita 

• Additional nigjhts £3 1 

• Gatwick. & Stansted* 
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VENICE 


£274 


2 nights B&B • 
★★★ Caldna • 
Additional nights £45 • 
Gatwick 4 & Heathrow* 


BUDAPEST 


06 8 


• 2 nights B&B 

• ★★★ Nemzai 

• Additional nights £35 

• Heathrow 






rl77 


2 nights B&B * 
★ ** Embaixador • 
Additional nights £20 • 
v Heathrow. Gatwick & Manchester* * 

* All prices do NOT indude airport faxes. All hoteb 
are centrally located and have ensuite bathrooms 

♦ Same vfeta fiequte a supplement 
Price* par parson teed upon 2 sharing x room. m 

ALL OFFBtS SUBJECT TO AVAJLA8UTY TSfiT 
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Ladbroke chief 


Andrew Regan would slash annual bill and strip out layers of management 


under fire 


after 266% rise 


Jim Levi 


Ladbroke Group's incentive 
scheme for directors came un- 
der attack yesterday after it 
emeiged that Peter George, 
chief executive, pocketed almost 
£l_3m in 1996 - a 266 per cent 
rise over the £481,000 he was 
paid in the previous year. 

Ai the centre of the contro- 
versy is Ladbroke 's long term in- 
centive scheme, which was 
introduced when Mr George be- 
came chief executive three years 
ago and which rewards directors 
on the performance of the 
share price of the betting shops, 
casinos and hotels company. 

Even Ladbroke's remunera- 
tion committee, headed by John 
Jackson - chairman of the 
group, admits that the scheme 
could be over generous. 

The committee will propose 
at next month's annual gener- 
al meeting to make the scheme 
more demanding, mainly 
through changing the perfor- 
mance measure to a mixture of 
share price performance and 
earnings per share growth. And 
the committee also wants the 
wards to be made in shares 
rather than cash. 

The current scheme is based 
on a rolling three year share 
price performance which only 


began to pay off at the end of 
last year. In the three years 
1994-96 the Ladbroke share 
price rose 42 per cent placing 
the company in 23rd position 
among tbs 93 constituents of the 
FT5E 100 which survived those 
three years in the index. 

A points system for each ex- 
ecutive with a value per point 
of £1.60 for being in the top 
quarter in terms of share price 
performance gave Mr George 
£600,000, and £800,000 shared 
between three other directors. 
They were Mike Smith, who re- 
ceived £400,000, Brian Vfal- 
lace, who picked up 234,000, 
and David Jarvis, who got 
£166,000. 

The huge leaps in the pay 
packets prompted sharp reac- 
tion in the City. Paul Heath, 
leisure sector analyst at UBS 
said: “The scheme came into ef- 
fect at a usefully low point in the 
share price cycle for the com- 
pany. Certainty the City does 


stick for measuring manage- 
ment performance.” 

However, the scheme has 
some supporters. One analyst 
said: “How else do you deliv- 
er shareholder value except in 
relation to the share price? 
The concept of total return to 
investors is now widely accept- 
ed” 

Even so, another analysts 
said that nobody expected the 
directors of Ladbroke to return 
the big bonuses they have col- 
lected if the share price were to 
go into a tailspin. 

The pay details, contained in 
the latest annual report and ac- 




Lanica plans 
£Mm wholesale* 
cuts for Co-op 
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Andrew Regan would cut the 
Co-operative Wholesale Soci- 
ety’s central costs by £10m, 
introduce bumper incentive 
schemes for employees and 
prune middle management if his 
approach to the Co-op move- 
ment proves successful 
The details are the first to 




emerge of the 31-year-okf s strat- 
egy if his Lanica Bust vehicle 


counts, also show that on top of 
last years 266 percent rise in Mi- 


not believe the performance has 
been achieved by exceptiooal- 


been achieved by exceptional- 
ly good management” 

He added: “Shareholders 
certainty want incentives for the 
directors but I believe they 
should be more related to earn- 
ings and return on capital rather 
than share price performance 
which is not realty the right yard- 



Pay bonanza: David Jarvis (left) and Peter George 


last years 266 per cent rise in Mr 
George's pay packet he gained 
a £40,000 rise in his basic salary 
to £450,000. 

In addition his pension 
scheme was topped up by a fur- 
ther £279,000. Mr George, 
now S3, joined the company as 
a teenager on the betting shops 
side. He took over the reins as 
chief executive at the be ginning 
of 1994 from the company’s 
founder, Ctyril Stein. In all the 
pay of the four executive di- 
rectors rose last year from 
£1.86m to £3.6m. Mr George, 
53, has been with Ladbroke 
since he was a teenager. 

Mr Jarvis, who left Allied 
Domecq in August 1995 with a 
£688,000 pay-off and joined 
the company two months later 
to run the hotels business, col- 
lected £657,000 in 1996. He was 
paid £98,000 for three months' 
work in 1995. 

Mr Smith, who runs the bet- 
ting shops chain, collected 
£846,000 against £399,000 a 
year earlier. Finance director 
Brian Wallace collected 
£640,000 versus £265,000. 

Separately, compensation 
payments of £564,000 werepaid 
to two former directors of T&N 
last year, while the group's 
chairman. Sir Colin Hope, re- 
ceived an unchanged basic 


New for old: A Co-op executive’s car parked outside the Co-op Bank and the old 
Co-operative wholesale Society building in Manchester ... Photograph: Newsteam 


wins control of parts of the 
CWS’s non-food interests. 

Though Lanica would not 
comment yesterday, it is under- 
stood -that it has estimated the 
CWS’s central office costs in 
Manchester to be around £16m 
per year, including heavy costs 
for the executive committee and 
support staff Some two-thirds of 
the costs would be stripped out. 

The Co-op employs 2J500 
staff in the main Manchester 
offices of the CWS, Coopera- 
tive Insurance Society, the Co- 
op Bank and the Co-operative 
Union. 

Lower-level jobs at the CWS 
would not be severely affected 
by Mr Regan’s plans. Incentive 
schemes would be introduced to 
motivate the rank and file. These 
would be similar to schemes 
introduced at his previous vehi- 
cle Hobson, which bought the 
Coop's food manufacturing 
businesses. 

The details come ahead of the 
CWS annual results, due to be 
published on Monday. As well 
as confirming a poor year for the 
business it is expected that they 
will reveal details of the retire- 
ment package of the previous 
chief executive, David Skinner. 
There is speculation thm ft couW 
involve a payment of two years’ 
salary plus continued use of his 
company Jaguar. 

Though MrRegaa has missed 
the deamine for resolutions for 
the CWS annual meeting next 
month, ft is possible that a sup- 
portive Co-operative member 
could proposes special meeting 


to discuss (he issue. It is thought 
that Lanica Trust would prefer 
its proposals to be discussed in 
a single-issue meeting rather 
than, have its motion compete 
with a host of others at an tutm- 
Lanica That afeofelt that usng 
the annual meeting would have 
appeared hostile. 

Though there have been sug- 
gestions that Mr Regan has the 
support of some of the region- 
al societies, one chief executive Ay , 
of a small Co-op said yesterday: 
“We would strongly support the 
line taken by Graham Melmolh 
[the CWS chief executive] and 
oppose the approach that has 
been made. As mutuals without 
a fluctuating share price to dis- 
tract us and through generations 
of accounting policies the move- 
ment has bum up considerable 
internal reserves. But that wealth 
is not there to be plundered. We 
arc the custodians of iL We are 
charged with cultivating it and 
handing it on to the next 
generation" 

However, the chief executive 
added that he accepted that the 
movements fragmentation was 
a problem and that he would 
“strongly support" a merger of 
the CWS and Co-operative 
Retailer Services, the other main 
Co-op division. v i 

Mr Melmoth made similar 
comments to a group of Co-op 
managers in Solihull last Friday. 

He is quoted in the latest issue 
of Co-operative News as saying 
it is “lime to heal our split per- 
sonality”. Though he repeated 
his tough stance on the Lanica 
approach he said the move- 
ment should make its assets 
work harder. He hinted at ant- 
ing together of the CWS and 
CRS though he did not use the 
term, ‘‘merger”. 

He said that if the two camps 
were to move closer they would 
form a stronger commercial 
proposition. Mr Melmolh 
added: “It is possible that the 
' interestingdiversion of Lanica 
over the last few weeks ... will 
help to concentrate minds.” 


Ionica chases BT 
with creation of 
600 new jobs 


Weinberg deals Pru a stake in St James’s Place; 
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Sir Mark Wfeinbe: 
another fortune 


m the life 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


Ionica, the telephone operator 
that combines wireless tech- 
nology with fixed phone lines, 
has announced a drive to create 
Up to 600 jobs in Bir mingham 
following what it claimed had 
been strongcr-than-expectcd 
consumer demand. 

The jobs, most of which are 
in customer support and sales 
operations, come before the 
planned launch of Ionica’s ser- 
vice in Birmi ngham, due with- 
in weeks. Coverage has already 
been extended from East An- 
glia, where Ionica began its 
service last summer, across the 
East Midlands. The company 
aims to cover most of the UK. 
except Scotland, by 2002. 

The new jobs, based in offices 
in the centre of Birmingham, 
will all be the equivalent of full- 
time posts, though the company 
said numbers employed may go 
beyond 600 if applicants wanted 
to join part-time. 

The expansion will intensity 
pressure on British Telecom, the 
principal target of Ionica's 
assault on the domestic market. 
It uses radio signals to relay 
phone lines from the home to 


BTs near-monopoly of loc 


exchange lines. Earlier this 
week BT announced plans to 
create a further 2,000 tele- 
phone marketing jobs as the 
competitive threat from rival op- 
erators has reached what many 
industry experts believe is 
critical mass. 

Nigel Playford, chief execu- 
tive, said: “We are only target- 
ing BT customers. We are not 
marketing ourselves against the 
cable companies. The existence 
of cable has enabled us to 
create our own strategy which 
is hugely different.” 

Ionica offers a 15 per cent cut 
in call charges over BT and 20 
per cent lower line rental bills. 
Other innovations include pro- 
viding three separate numbers 
for every line, each with differ- 
ent ringing tones, to help fam- 
ily members to identity the 
destination of incoming calls. 

Mr Playford claimed Ionica 
was connecting customers at the 
rate of 3,000 a month in the East 
Midlands, faster than the local 
cable company. So far more 
than 15,000 homes in East An- 
glia have switched to Ionica, 
mostly from BT, out of a po- 
tential 700,000 which can take 
the service. 

The company says it is on 
course to float on foe stock mar- 
ket this year. 


assurance ousmess yesterday, re- 
versing the J Rothschild insur- 
ance company he founded six 
years ago into his quoted vehicle 
& James’s Place Capital. The 65- 
year-old, South African-born 
entrepreneur and -RothschflcTs 
two other founders will receive 
more than £2m each when they 
sell part of their combined £35m 
bolding in the enlarged company 
to the Prudential 
The linked deals, which Sir 


Mark described as the comp- 
letion of a process that started 
with last years separation of St 
James’s me assurance interests 
from former business partner 
Lord Rothschild's investment 


activities, will also give up to 60 
founder “partners” in J Roth- 
schild shares worth about 
£150,000 each. 

For the Pro, the acquisition 
by tender of a 29.9 per cent 
stake in St James’s Place for 
£39.6m represents a move into 
the upper end of the personal 
financial services market, bring- 
ing ft closer to J Rothschild’s 
wealthy client base. It has made 


an assurance not to increase i ts 
stake for at least a year and has 
said it agrees that St James 
should remain independently 
managed and maintain a sepa- 
rate stock market listing. 

It is foe second time Sir Mark 
has grown and then cashed in on 
a life assurance business, having 
sold Hambro Life to BAT in the 
early 1980s. His personal stake 
in J Rothschild amounts to al- 
most £12m. His co-founders, 
Mike Wilson and Keith Carby, 
have similar holdings. 

Sir Mark said yesterday the 
catalyst for foe complex deal 
was the recent £2.9bn takeover 


by the Prudential , of Scottish 
Amicable, which joined forces 
with St James’s Place Capital in 
1991 to form J Rothschild As- 
surance and remained a signif- 
icant shareholder. The takeover 
meant the Pro’s stake in St 
James rase from around 3 5 per 
cem to around 22 per cent. By 
tendering for further shares it 
plans to take its holding to the 
maximum allowable under 
takeovexpanel rules without be- 
ing forced to make a fulloffer. 

Nme-motuh figures yeamtay 
showed J Rothschild growing its 
life assurance business almost 
twice as fast as the rest of the 


market. New business grew by 
39 per cent last year compared 
with just 24 per cent for a com- 
parable spread of Association 
of British Insurers members. 

Mike WQscm, chief executive, 
said that outpeifoimance re- 
flected the high quality of Roth- 
schild’s sales force, where 
employees had an average 11 
years' financial services experi- 
ence and were required to have 
worked in the industry for at 
least three years before joining. 

After rapid growth during its 
short existence, Rothschild now 
. sells more new policies than Bri- 
tannic and United Assurance 


and two ihirds as many as 
Abbey Life and Scottish Ami- 
cable itself. 

Following the reverse 
takeover, about three-quarters 
of St James’s Place's business 
will be represented by the J 
Rothschild operation, with the 
rest accounted for by life As- 
surance Holding Corporation, 
a vulture fund set up to buy and 
dose down ailing life insurers, 
and Global Asset Management, 
an institutional fund manager. 

On the basis of St James's dos- 
ing share price yesterday of 
131p, up 5 Jp, the enlarged com- 
pany will be valued at £56 2m. 


Chancellor expected to hold rates 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The economic conditions give 
Kenneth Clarke strong grounds 
to resist increasing base rates at 
today’s monetary meeting with 
the Governor of foe Bank of 
England, while bequeathing to 
the next Chancellor the need for 
a post-election rise in the cost 
of borrowing. 

Fresh figures yesterday 
showed a surprise drop in total 
industrial production in Feb- 
ruary masking a steady upward 
trend in its manufacturing com- 
ponent. Meanwhile the pound 
climbed above DM2.79, partly 


in the expectation that interest 
rates will go up next month. 


With the likelihood that 
mortgage rates will rise when 
base rates are finally increased, 
election-related uncertainty is 
denting people’s optimism 
about bouse prices, according 
to Barclays Bank. 

Its monthly survey showed 
that levels of mortage ad- 
vances were still rising - in 
March they were 15 per cent up 
on a year earlier. But the pro- 
portion expecting house prices 
to rise has slipped from 69 per 
cent to 61 per cent 

“While the uncertainty will 
probably be short-lived, it is un- 
fortunate that people are hold- 
ing back at an ideal time to buy 
a home,” said Jim Chadwick, 
marketing director at Barclays 


Mortgages. The bank warned 
that demand for properties still 
far outstripped supply. 

Official statistics showed that 
total industrial production 
dropped by 0.6 per cent in Feb- 
ruary. The warmer- than-usual 


and plastic declined. The 
strongest sectors were metals 
and engineering, the latter very 
retiant on exports. 

“The strength of domestic de- 
mand is offsetting the impact of 


weather was the culprit, with, 
lower electricity and gas pro- 


file stronger pound on exports,” 
said Jonathan Ixjynes, UK econ- 


lcwer electricity and gas 'pro- 
duction and lower North Sea ex- 
traction.' 

Manufacturing output in- 
creased by 0.2 per cent during 
February, and its January, in- 
crease was revised up to 0_5 per 
cent. Production is now grow- 
ing 1.8 per cent year-on-year, 
foe best since late 1995. 

In the Latest three-month pe- 


riod the production of both 
textiles and clothing and rubber 


said Jonathan Loynes, UK econ- 
omist at HSBC Markets. 

City economists remain cau- 
tious about the potential impact 
of the strong pound. “Manu- 
facturers are tty no- means out 
of the woods,” said Mr Loynes. 

But even if industry does re- 
main subdued, a majority of an- 
atysts think the strength of the 
rest of the economy means the 
cost of borrowing will have to 
go up after the ejection, possfety 
as early as 7 May. 


BG and Olgas 
at odds over 
MMC delay 


A 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 


The rift between British Gas and 

the industry watchdog, Olgas, 
appeared to deepen yesterday 
after the two sides offered 
sharpty opposing explanations for 
a six-week delay to the Monop- 
olies and .Mergers Commission 
(MMC) investigation into price 
cuts proposed for foe company’s 
pipeline network, Trans Co. 
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which bad been due to be 
handed over on 14 April would 
not now be passed across until 
33 May. It confirms indications 
last week of delays to the in- 
vestigation, which were fuelled 
when Q are Spottiswoode, the 
raulalor, was called to an ad- 
ditional hearing before the 
MMC s panel on Tuesday. 

■ MMC began its inquiry 
last October after Britcfo Gav 
ance renamed BG, rejected Ms 

aOOmSgiKVVtA'e . 


is unlikety to be published until 
the middle of June. It also means 
foe decisions about implement- 
ing the MMC’s Endings could be 
one of the first tasks for a newfy 
elected Labour government. 

Last night Ofgas and BG 
disagreed about the reasons 
for the delay. Ofgas said it had 
agreed to foe MMCs request 
to extend the investigation often, 
the panel had received ‘‘exten “ ' 
sive new information” which it 
needed to consider. An Ofgas 
spokesman added: “The new 
material has come from the two 
sides, both British Gas and 
oureclvcs. It’s not just us." 

Minutes later, however, BG 
emphatically denied that it had 
provided the MMC with unv 
new material. “Wc are not go- 
ing to comment on individual 
areas but if there was late in- 
formation provided it was not 


by BG," said a spokesman. 
When Questioned about tin* 
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s juujjuajs io cul 
*b°ut £30 off average gas bills 
-from this month. According iq 
BG this would slash TransCo’s 
revenues tty at least £400m a 

year. The company has warned 
it would have to make up to half 

TransCo’s 20,000 workforce 
redundant and might not be able 
W pay dividends if the plans 
went through. 

The delay suggests the report 


When questioned about the 
discrepancy, Ofgas said it stood 
by its earlier comments. 

There was no indication 
about the precise nature of the 
new material. The crucial ar- 
gument is over the size of 
^VansCo’s asset base for rcgufl j 
latory purposes and the scale or 
depreciation charges. 

BG shares, which rose on the 
rumours last week, slipped 3p 
yesterday to 176p. 
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'When it comes to the 
crunch and voters see 
their beloved NHS 
being /un down, and 
the economy turns 
down so government 
borrowing starts to rise 
again, then we win get 
a tax-raising budget' 


I t couldn't be any plainer. As sure as eggs 
B e S£^’ whichever of the two main parties 
lorms the next government, it would have 
to raise taxes or cut spending more than 
planned m order to keep borrowing to the 
golden rule level to which both parties have 
committed themselves. 

That rule says the government will bor- 
row no more than it would need to 
Divestment, and implies a deficit of around 
J P er c ?° t of GDP over time. With an under- 
lying defiat of 2-23 per cent of GDP, this 
implies a fiscal tightening of £7-10bn. 

What’s more, as the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies made clear in its analysis yesteiday, 
to meet the existing spending targets would 
buck the trend of 80 years of history. Gov- 
ernment spending just does not grow that 
slowly in a modem economy, and the cur- 
rent plans are, frankly, incredible. 

If taxes do not rise more than planned — and 
it is worth recalling that big tax increases via 
petrol and tobacco duties, higher air passen- 
ger duty, and a crackdown on tax evasion are 
already on the cards — it would mnrtc the end 
of the w elfare state as we know ft. We wiU be 
topping up privately our pensions, healthcare, 
and spending on our childrens' education. 

There are two conclusions the financi al 
markets should draw from the IFS’s sober- 
ing analysis. One, taxes will go up quite 
steeply afteT the election - not immediately, 
but at some point during the next parlia- 
ment. When it comes to the crunch and vot- 
ers see their beloved NHS being run down. 


wins, taxes are going to have to rise 


and xhe economy turns down so 
.borrowing starts to rise again, 
get a tax-raising budget 
The second conclusion is that neither 
party is likely to be as tough as it pretends 
on borrowing, and the PSBR will not fall to 
zero by the turn of the century. Although 
there will need to be some reduction in the 
underlying structural deficit, neither Labour 
nor the Conservatives would struggle to 
e lzm mate it in practice. 

None of this is the stuff of feelgood, so it 
is no surprise that the political parties them- 
selves have not been spelling out the impli- 
cations. But what is really odd about the elec- 
tion debate is how few people have cottoned 
on to bow low UK taxes are by international 
standards, until the £FS pointed ft out yes* 
terday. Although govmimembc«TOwii^ is too 
high, we have plenty of scope to dose the gap 
and fund a bit more expenditure by paying 
more tax. After what happened to Neu Kin- 
node and John Smith at the time of the last 
election, nobody, apart from maybe Faddy 
Ashdown, is gcnngto admit tins. Almost every- 
one, it seems is fixated by the totem of tax cut- 
ting -and look what a hole that's got us into. 

Ladbroke’s incentives 
are a good bet 

T he annual accounts season is well and 
truly upon us. It is perhaps a comment 
on our times that they are read these days 


mare for what they tell us about the earn- 
ings of top executives than the affairs of the 
companies they are meant to represent. The 
latest case of “excess'’ comes from Ladbrokc 
Group, where a long term incentive plan has 
caused the earnings of the chief executive, 
Peter George, to rocket from £481,000 in 
1995 to an astonishing £13m last year. 

A ppro ximately half of this sum crimes from 
the LITE which aroeare, from the little we are 
told about it m the annual accounts, to be 
based solely on the performance of Ladbroke’s 
share price. Fortuitously for Ladbroke's exec- 
utive directors, the plan was set up when Lad- 
broke’s share price was on the ropes. That’s 
helped Ladbrokc to become the 23rd best per- 
forming share in the FISE 100 share index 
over the past three years and apparently jus- 


Sucb are the delights of these Greenbury- 
ap proved LTEPs, however, that Mr George 
would have received something like £160,000 
even if Ladbrokc had underperformed the 
index and the company come in at number 
75. Some incentive. Subject to shareholder 
approval, the accounts say. the remunera- 
tion committee has derided to introduce 
modifications to the scheme this year “to 
make the achievement of reward more 
de mandin g". 

Good of them, that, but it's not dear h will 
make much difference. For the remunera- 
tion committee receives “regular advice 
from external independent consultants", 
you see, and they say that executive pay 


should be in line with Ladroke’s leading 
competitors and “other companies which 
operate internationally”. Thus is the going 
rate for the job perpetually bid upwards. 

A slice of the steam 
age disappears 

A noiher little slice of our industrial bertage 
Xipassed away yesterday as Siemens wen t 
io Newcastle and picked up a steam turbine 
generating business to go with the silicon chip 
p lant ft already boasts. Now that the Germans 
nave picked Parsons clean, this presumably 
leaves the rump of the company to slip qui- 
etly into the m gh t when Newcastle finishes 
work on its two remaining Indian power sta- 
tion orders early next year. 

When Britain had an empire and Sir 
Charles Parsons revolutionised naval war- 
fare by inventing the steam turbine, the 
North-east truly ruled the world as well as 
powering it. Sadly, times have long since 
moved on. Not even Rolls-Royce's ill- 
starred attempt to wring some synergy out 
of makin g gas turbines for jumbo jets as well 
as power stations could save Parsons. 

Last year it booked a meagre £150m of 
turbine sales compared with the £3bn 
docked up by its new German owners. Jur- 
gen Gehrels, chief executive of Siemens in 
the UK kindly attributes this to Parsons' tack 
of global reach. But the truth is it could not 
even pick up business in its own back yard. 


the dash for gas by the UK electriciiy indus- 
try being realised largely with Jdt supplied 
from Germany. 

Apart from Mr Gehrels’ soft spot for New- 
castle - he even produced a football shirt at 
yesterday’s press conference - it is hard to 
see why Siemens was so keen to snap up any 
of Pinsons. True, ft gets its hands on the juicy 
spares business from all those Parson's cus- 
tomers doited around the Commonwealth. 
Bui it also inherits the millstone of Parson's 
under-utilised manufacturing facilities - 
when capacity is something the world steam 
turbine industry is hardly short of. 

Palatable ways to 
raise revenue 

T be Institute for Fiscal Studies has always 
had a particular talent for getting to and 
articulating the heart of the mailer. Its pam- 
phlet on Labour's wind [all profits Lax is no 
exception. “The most troubling aspect of the 
lax", says the Institute, “is that it demon- 
strates the fact that in order to raise revenue, 
political parlies increasingly seek to conjure 
up new taxes on targets they believe wifi he 
palatable to the electorate rather than be- 
ing able to raise revenue from the existing 
tax structure, which would be more coher- 
ent economically and also more transparent". 
Quite so. The 1FS might reasonably have 
added that we can expect a lot more where 
that carnc from. 


Siemens takes over parts of Parsons 


Michael Harrison 

A thousand engineering jobs 
were salvaged yesterday after 
the German engineering giant 
Siemens paid Rolls-Royce 
£30m to take over parts of its 
Parsons steam turbine genera- 
0. don business in Newcastle. . 

” The takeover will increase 
Siemens workforce in the North 
-east to more than 2,000, 
making it one of the most im- 
portant employers in the area. 
It already has a sflicoo dim plant 
in the North-east which will start 
deliveries in August 
But the deal wiD also mark 
the demise of Parsons - one of 
the most illustrious names in 
British industrial history, 
founded in 1889 by Sir Charles 
Parsons, the inventor of the 
steam turbine. 

Siemens is to take on Parsons’ 
spares business and some of its 
manufacturing and engineering 
operations employing a total of 
880 people. A further 120 Par- 
sons employees are being relo- 
cated to other Rolls-Royce 
divisions in the North-east 
But the future of the 300 em- 
ployees working on Parsons’ 
two remaining power station 
.contracts in India looks bleak. 
ijjlf they are made redundant 
when the contracts are complete 
early next year then 1,100 
workers will have lost their jobs 
since Rolls announced it was 
pulling out of tbe heavy steam 
turbine business last summer at 
a cost of £24Sm. 

Barney McGill, works con- 
venor at ftusons, said he was de- 
lighted at the announcement 
though he remained disap- 
pointed that more jobs bad noL 
been saved. He said: “This was 
a good day on the whole. There 
was a real possibility tbe com- 
pany could have been lost for- 
ever so we’re delighted it’s 
been saved. The negatives are 
that we’ve lost so many jobs, but 
even the people wboVe been 
w made redundant have said they 









Jobs salvaged: Jurgen Gehrels, Siemens chief executive (left)and Horst Munstermann of Siemens Power Generation 


hope above all that Parsons 
carries on." 

Siemens intends to use the 
Parsons factory to manufac- 
ture components for its main 
steam turbine generator factory 
in Mulheim, Germany and parts 
for existing customers. 

But it wfll never again man- 
ufacture steam turbines bearing 
the Parsons name and Parsons 
Power Generation Systems is 


bein^ subsumed into Siemens’ 
existing UK power generation 
sales arm to form a new 
company, Siemens Power 
Genera Don. 

Jurgen Gehrels, chief execu- 
tive of Siemens in the UK said 
he felt sad that one of the ^pio- 
neers of power generation” 
would be no more. But he 
added: “We are a global player 
in power generation and Parsons 


wasn’t, that was one of its weak- 
nesses. I hope the name will not 
disappear completely. I hope we 
can use it in some form." 

Mr Gehrels also cautioned 
that there was no absolute guar- 
antee of a job for any of the 
workers it was taking on. “We 
have not taken on 880 people 
to make them redundant but the 
only way to guarantee jobs is to 
improve competitiveness all the 


time and we bavc a long way to 
go in Newcastle.” 

The turnover of the business 
being taken over by Siemens 
was £60m last year compared 
with Parsons' total sales of 
£150m. In total there are 57,000 
megawatts of Parsons-built tur- 
bines in operation around tbe 
world. 

Although Siemens is far 
larger in power generation with 


Photograph: NickTapsell 


150,000 megawatts of installed 
capacity, sales last year of 
DMSbn and new orders totalling 
DM9bn, Mr Gehrels said that 
Parsons’ customer base would 
give ft access to new markets. 

Despite the fact that there is 
overcapacity in the heavy steam 
turbine generation market, he 
also said that Siemens needed 
the manufacturing facilities that 
Parsons has in the North-east 


In Brief 


Procter & Gamble buys Tambrands 

Procter & Gamble, tbe personal hygiene {pant has acquired 'Uim- 
brands. manufacturers of Tampax tampons. P&G Is to buy Tam- 
brands for 51.85bn (£l.J5hnj or $50 a share. Tambrands has 44 
per cent of the US tampon market and its Tampax brand is mar- 
keted in 150 countries. It employs 2,600 people globally. Neither 
side would comment on possible lay-offs. P&G, based in Ohio, 
makes OO of Ulay, Pampers nappies and Pantcne shampoo. 

Fortune 500 firms leap ahead 

The combined profits of the Fortune 500 companies leaped 23 
per cent last year while their revenues rose by 83 per cent Gen- 
eral Motors stayed number one, with annual revenues of 
$1683bn (£1053bn). Second was Ford with 5146.99hn and third 
Exxon with S119.4bn. The rankings, published annually by For- 
tune magazine, help explain the rise of US stocks until recent 
weeksj\mong the firms, 305 reported increased profits last year, 
four-fifths of which said earnings grew faster than revenues. 

Receivers in at millennium adviser 

Administrative receivers were appointed at Ken deli the building 
services, architectural and town-planning group acting as pro- 
fessional adviser to the Millennium Commission Panel. Shares 
in Kendell were suspended on 25 March and will continue to be 
suspended. The company, formerly known as YRM, reported losses 
last year of £2. 4m. It has not made a profit since 1992. It was hoping 
•to benefit from savings after shedding its property surplus, and 
return to profitability m May. ; . 

^Smiths Industries expects upturn . 

Smiths Industries chairman Sir Roger Hum yesterday forecast 
a strong upturn in the military and dvfl aircraft markets as he 
suggested the group would generate “real growth in earnings over 
the years ahead”. Pre-tax profits rose from £693m to £84. 2m in 
the six months to 1 February. Investment column, page 24 

Rolls-Royce sales soaring in UK 

. Vickers said sales of Rolls-Royce cars in the first quarter to March 
1997 were up 13 per cent year-on-year at 446. Sales in the UK 
were up 49 per cent to 236 cars. Sales in the Americas and Japan 
were up 2 and 7 per cent respectively. However, sales were down 
in the Middle East and Africa by 32 per cent, and in continental 
Europe by 17 per cent. 

Anthea Cudworth 

Contrary to the statement in yesterday's story headed “When the 
boss's daughter is not assured a job”, we wish to make it clear 
that Anthea Cudworth, daughter of John Cudworth, the chair- 
man of United Assurance Group pic, left the company in De- 
cember 1996 of her own free waL not as a result of the merger 
between Refuge Group and United Friendly. She bad already ac- 
cepted a place at the Australian Graduate Business School at the 
University of New South Whies in Sydney to take a two-year MBA 
course and took this up last February. We apologise for any 
embarrassment caused. 


Channel 5 pays 
£88m for films 


Rob Brown 

Media Editor 
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£1 10m, but its management in- 
sisted yesterday the Warner 
deal would not detract from do- 
mestic programming. This 
could mean that its sharehold- 
ers - Pearson, CLT and United 
News «ft Media - could have to 
inject more money into the 
company. 

Dawn Airey, OS's director of 
programming, said: “This deal 
will give 5 many of the upcom- 

jng box office hits opening in the 
next two years, demonstrating 
its commitment to bringing 
viewers Hollywood’s best.” 

Warner Brothers’ president, 
Jeff Schlesinger, called it "apex- 
traordmaxy deal”, explaining: 

“Not only is it- the latest Sinn 
g]e terrestrial transaction that 
Warner Bros has ever conclud- 
ed in the British market, but 
more importantly, it is with a 
broadcaster that launched less 
than a week ago.” 

ITV has indicated that hit 
films remam ; important in its 
schedule and it will outbid new 
rival channels to secure them. 
“The real gaineis will be - the 
Hollywood studios. They have 
never had itsonood," Mr Plan- 
tin said yesterday- . 

He added: “Competition *s 
intense for top quality series. 
-Securing the Universal deal 
tops up our war chest to M00.” 

November lastyear Chan- 
nel 5 joined forces with BBC1 
tobiry 68 films from 20th Cen- 
tury 


Aer Lingus looking 
for overseas partners 


IKBchael Harrison 

Aer lingus, tbesttfe-owned Irish 
flag carrier, expects to have iden- 
tified potential strategic alliance 
partners by the end of this year 
in a move which could see equity 
stakes in the airline being offered 
to overseas carriers. ' 

The move, which win in effect 
mean the part privatisation of 
Aer Lingus, could result in up 
to 49 per cehf of the airline 
being surrendered by the Irish 
government 

Bemie Cahill, Aer Lingus’s 
chairman, said yesterday that 
the airline's improved fin a n cial 
situation had enhanced the 
prospects of finding suitable 
partners. 


He was speaking as Aer 
Lingus reported an increase in 
pre-tax profits from £ 18.2m to 
£41. 7m fast year. The sharp rise 
was largely due to a £19m fell 
in interest charges and excep- 
tional gains in 1996 compared 
with one-off charges the previ- 
ous year. 

GaryMcGann, Aer Lingus’s 
chief executive, said it was un- 
likely that the airline would have 
signed alliances and given up 
equity stakes by the end of the 
year. 

■ But he added: “2 am confi- 
dent that we will have a dear 
proposition to put to tbe gov- 
ermnenL" The airline, he said, 
was looking at alliances in both 
the US and Europe. 


Hansen hired as football scout 



N&el Cope 

City Correspondent 


Alan Hansen: Looking out 
for a football club to buy 


A City-backed investment ve- 
hicle which is seeking a stock 
market flotation later this 
month has recruited Alan 
Hansen, former Liverpool and 
Scotland international, to scout 
for a Premiership football dub 
to buy. 

Hansen has been appointed 
as a non-executive director of 
Soccer Investments, a shell 
company backed by City insti- 
tutions. It is seeking an listing 
on the Alternative Investment 
Market. 

It hopes to use a £10m cash 
“carrot" and the promise of a 
flotation to lure a Premiership 
dub into a reverse takeover. 


Soccer Investments is in talks 
with two Premiership dubs. As 
the company has appointed a 
Newcastle-based broker and a 
Leeds-based public relations 
company, it is possible one tar- 
get could be Middlesbrough. 
The Teeside chib is third from 
bottom in the Premiership but 
is in the semi-finals of the FA 
Cup and the final of the Coca- 
Cola Cup. 

Vinay Bedi, of the company's 
broker, Wise Speke, said: “Soc- 
cer Investments has given itself 
two years to find an attractive 
foothaD dub willing to enter into 
a reverse takeover. If such an 
opportunity does not appear, 
the group will liquidate and the 
backers’ cash returned." 

The backers are believed to 


be blue chip City firms as well 
as prominent footballing indi- 
viduals. Tbe directors of the ac- 
quired club would receive 
shares in Soccer Investments for 
their stake. The £ 1 0m would be 
injected into the club. 

There has been a flurry of 
football club flotations and op- 
portunities for deals in the Pre- 
miership are diminishing 
rapidly. In recent weeks Mosa- 
ic Investments has taken over 
Bolton Wanderers and New- 
castle United has taken a list- 
ing while Sheffield Wednesday 
is raising funds via a placing. 

Soccer Investments said Alan 
Hansen's selection of prospec- 
tive dubs would centre on play- 
er capabilities, strength of squad 
and the management. 


Chemical industry calls to delay start of EMU 


Michael Harrison 


Leaders of Britain's chemicals 
industry yesterday called for a 
delay in the launch of a single 
European currency in 1 999 but 
said that when economic and 
monetary union did proceed the 
UK should be in the first wave. 

The rail from the Chemical 
Industries Association came as 
its annual survey erf investment 
in tendons showed that up to a 
quarter of chemical companies 
would art back on spending if 
Britain stayed outside EMU. 

Elliot Finer, director-general 


of tbe CIA, said tbe chemical in- 
dustry supported a single cur- 
rency, believing it would save 
.around £2Q0m a year in trans- 
action costs, aid completion of 
the single market and improve 
Europe’s competitiveness. 

But he said- “We have always 
believed that it is more impor- 
tant to get tiie transition right 
than to adhere to a predeter- 
mined timetable. Unfortunately 
it looks as if there has not yet 
been sufficient movement in the 
economies of prospective EMU 
members to allow a single cur- 
rency to be a success. We there- 


fore believe that it would be in 
Europe's best interests to delay 
the start of the project until 
there has been the real con- 
vergence and increased flexi- 
bility a single currency will 
require.” 

Mr Finer conceded that a de- 
lay In the timetable could dam- 
age the political momentum 
behind EMU. But he argued it 
was more important to achieve 
real convergence in Inflation 
and employment rates and out- 
put per head than for the EMU 
timetable to be driven by 
“political machismo". 


That, he said, would do more 
damage to Europe's competi- 
tiveness because if countries 
went in when their economies 
were not ready there would be 
huge pressure for state aid 
handouts to compensate. 

However, he said that when 
EMU did start, it was vital to the 
long-term health of the UK 
chemical industry that Britain 
was a member. If it was outside 
the core group of participating 
states, Britain would lose Out on 
investment. 

Industries within the core 
group would also find it less at- 


tractive to trade with those 
who stayed outside EMU. 

Tlie survey of investment in- 
tentions shows that spending is 
likely to remain subdued for the 
fifth year running. The CIA’s 
members are forecasting only a 
5 per cent rise in investment in 
real terms this year to £23bu- 
In 19% investment actually fell 
marginally in real terms to 
£2.15bn despite predictions at 
the start of the year that it would 
increase by 14 per cent. Spend- 
ing last year was 23 per cent be- 
low its peak in the late 1980s. 

Thc subdued outlook for in- 








vestment reflected worries 
about interest rates increasing 
after the election and the gen- 
eral sluggishness of demand in 
Europe, notably Germany, 
combined with doubts about the 
launch of EMU. 

The survey also highlighted 
concerns about skills shortages, 
with companies complaining 
about a lack of good quality 
graduates. Chemical compa- 
nies were also concerned that 
electricity prices and costs of 
complying with environmental 
legislation would hold back in- 
vestment. 
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£372m US buy cuts 
Tomkins’ cash pile 


Tom Stevenson 

City Editor 

Tomkins moved yesterday to 
silence critics of the conglom- 
erate’s growing cash pile, snap- 
ping up the US automotive 
component maker Scant in a 
£372m agreed deaL Slant will be 
integrated with last year’s 
f 700m purchase of Gates, the 
American car belt and hose 
manufacturer. 

Greg Hutchings, executive 
chairman of Tomkins, said: 
“Slant is an exoeDent acquisition 
for Tom kins and will comple- 
ment Gates. Slant expands our 
product offering to the auto- 
motive equipment market and 
increases the range and volume 
of products we can distribute 
through Gates." 

Revamp 
at Allders 

The Inland Revenue has given 
Allders the all-clear to revamp 
the stores group's capital 
structure, saving the company 
an estimated fl_5m in special 
provisions, writes Jim Leri. 

The share consolidation is on 
the basis of IS new shares for 
every 19 existing shares. Last 
autumn Allders' directors paid 
out 46p a share as a special div- 
idend totalling £50m - paying 
back to shareholders a sub- 
stantial slice of the £160m it 
raised when selling its duty-free 
operations to Swissair. 

However, plans to compen- 
sate option holders - some 650 
employees hold 2.87 million 
options - through a capital re- 
construction feu foul of new 
rules introduced by the Chan- 
cellor, Kenneth Clarke. 

Allders shares gained 5.5p 
to!73p. 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


He hit back at recent calls for 
Tomkins to return its mounting 
cash pile to shareholders: “Cash 
availability has enabled this 
transaction to take place and 
demonstrates the effectiveness 
of our strategy of maintaining 
cash as a strategic asset in 
readiness for suitable acquisi- 
tion opportunities .” 

Tomkins paid S21.50 a share 
for Slant’s Nasdaq traded 
shares, a 29 per cent premium 
to Tuesday’s close of S16.625. 
The bid valued Slant's equity at 
£249m and Tomkins is assum- 
ing a further £123m of debt. 

Stant employs over 7,000 
people In 20 manufacturing 
sites located in the US, Mexico, 
the UK and Australia. It is one 
of the world's leading manu- 
facturers of car wind-shield 


wipers, wiper blades, closure 
caps and engine thermostats. It 
also makes hose clamps, 
heaters, grease guns and tools. 

Responding to worries that 
To mkins was biting off another 
sizeable deal only months after 
the Gates deal was finally com- 
pleted, Mr Hutchings said : 
“We have owned Gates for 
some considerable time now 
and we feel it is r unning rea- 
sonably welL We see it as a very 
exciting opportunity to merge 
the company with Gates." 

He added that there was 
considerable scope to increase 
Slant’s current margin of 9.4 per 
cent, although he stopped short 
of giving details on bow high the 
return on sales could go or how 
long the improvement would 
take. 


If Company Results j 


TbrncvurE 

Pre-tax £ 

EPS 

Dhridoid 

MM Groap m 

106m (30.8m) 

7 . 45 m (140m) 

4.8p (-35P) 

152p f1-6flp) 

IteutHaUtapif) 

38.7m (S2.6M) 

5.9m (195m) 

105p (B99p) 

35p(-) 

AuhunoBroPruciskin p=) 

ZBDm (24.1m) 

5.76m (8.11m) 

&5pf10L1p) 

4-7p (5p) 

BrflU Oredgiiq (F) 

4EQm (38inD 

2.14m (IDIm) 

12.46p (8-55p) 

5.9pp5p] 

Chqual (Q 

135m ffl.19m) 

2.78m (1 -34m) 

826P15.44P) 

327b 

CWcal CompatlBg fF) 

1.98m (2.19m) 

-2.08m (-0.72m) 

-125p (-4.4p) 

-(-) 

Dowdng ft HRBsQ) 

Eadfa Hritflaps (F) 

01.3m (56 8m] 

415m (395m) 

7.12m (5.81(14 

-1.0m (252m) 

2R4p (220p) 

-15p(3Jp) 

1-13p D-06p) 

-(-) 

Hydro tatanaltoflri (F) 

3.13m CL29m) 

-0.69m [-2.22m] -551 p (-14^6p) 

-(-) 

Lranont (F) 

122m (125m) 

-8.6m (9.7m) 

-20.Bp (225n) 

12.Bp(12.8p) 

Lxradoa A HutrapaDhui (F) 

3.63m (158m) 

-352m (-3.13m) -7p (-62p) 

-(-) 

Hsrtfci Iran fflriffls n 

111m (90Jm) 

125m [-1.77in) 12p(-6.1p) 

l.lp fl.lp) 

Hears Group (FJ 

12.4m (10.7m) 

0.43m (0.14m] 

0.82p{OJ33p) 

02pH 

MriDnoBa Curp (F) 

2JSm (2J7m) 

-IJBm (0.12m) -3.4€p (0.4 9p) 

-(-) 

Seriry Fanning (F) 

9.47m (752m) 

1.47m (150m) 

145p (152p) 

5-1p(14p) 

Stoepy KHs (*) 

1.48m (1-78m) 

0.44m (0.37m) 

057p(256rt 

O-lpfiLIp) 

Sudds hidntrtos Lets (1) 

495m (466m) 

842m (695m) 

185p (15.4p) 

6.15p(5_6p) 

(F)- final (I) -Karim 

Ct)lZ mttis vs 15 mtfca {*) 14 irths vs TZ nriis 


Smiths Industries is fly i 

The Investment Column 


flying high 


Smiths Industries, under its veteran boss 
Sir Roger Hum, has been one of the 
quiet success stories of British manu- 
facturing. The shares have all but 
doubled over the past five years as the 
group’s three-legged formula based on 
aerospace, medical devices and indus- 
trial products ranging from Vent-Aria 
fens to flerible hoses has borne fruit But 
h was hardly propitious that yesterday’s 
results, the first since Keith Butler- 
WheeDiouse took over as chief execu- 
tive last November, should be marked 
by a 14p drop in the shares to 781.5p. 

That reaction by the market looked 
a little perverse, given the good news 
that Smiths had to tell. Stopping out 
£4m of property gams, the 15 per cent 
rise in underlying pre-tax profits to 
£80-2m for the six months to 1 Febru- 
ary was better than some expectations. 

Certainly there have been hiccups in 
the Latest period. Profits only crept 
ahead to £3 1.9m in medical systems. 
It seems the results would have gone 
backwards but for acquisitions, giving 
credence to those who have long ar- 
gned that the burine^s 20 per cent plus 
margins are unsustainab le Certainly 
Mr Butier-Wheelhouse was suggesting 
yesterday that margins may have 
plateaued for now. 

But Smiths’ UK-based medical 
equipment and disposable devices op- 
erations, currently struggling against a 
strong pound, wul not have to battle 
currency factors for ever. There should 
be no repeat either of the second-quar- 
ter sales hiatus caused by the intro- 
duction of the US Deltec operation’s 
new Prizm pump for the automatic de- 
livery of medicines to patients. 

Even so, the real story at Smiths is 
in aerospace. The jump in profits 
from £172m to £22. 9m caught some 
observers off guard yesterday. Better 
still, the group was clearly signalling 
that the current boom in civil orders 
from Boeing, its main customer, is likely 
to be matched on the military side, 
which represents 60 per cent of the 
aerospace business. Meanwhile, every 
day seems to bring more good news on 
Boeing work, already showing a rise of 
up to 50 per cent That could be worth 
a highly profitable £50m addition to 
turnover by the end of the century. 

Acquisitions are likely to continue 
to feature at Smiths, which reckons it 
has a war chest of up to £400m before 
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it needs to approach shareholders. Cur- 
rency could shave profits by £8m this 
year, but Hoare Govett has upgraded 


the shares on a forward multiple of 19. 
Fair value. 


The going turns 
good at Ascot 

H oward Dyer, chairman of Ascot 
Holdings, and his management 
team at last seem to be getting to grips 
with the group once known as 
Control Securities. About rime too, 
shareholders may say. Before yes- 
terday they had seen their shares 
slump nearly lOOp from the 387 p they 
hit just before last- summer's £287m 
takeover of David Abell's Suter 
conglomerate. 

But they bounced 7.5p to 296p 
after Ascot Holdings revealed en- 
couraging progress. The profit figures 
were rendered largely meaningless by 


the change to a December year-end 
and the impact of the acquisition, so 
pre-tax profits cut to £5.9m in the 
latest nine months are not fairly 
compared with the £19-5m achieved 
in the previous 12 months to March. 
However, the 3-9p a share final 
dividend is the first since 1991. 

The confidence behind that pay- 
ment is supported by.the reduction af 
the post-Suter debt from £U8m to 
around £72.7m currently, after dis- 
posals topping £70m in the past 12 
months or so. 

Gearing of 207 per cent is tbns less 
than half the level of six months ago. 
With another 141 pubs left from the 
Control era and property at the US air 
base at Lakenheath in Suffolk which 
generates annual rent of £2.9m, 
borrowings could be below £50m by the 
end of this year. 

There will also be substantial fur- 
ther disposals from the Suter busi- 
nesses, where it has been decided that 
only two of the four divisions are to 
be kept. 

Specialist engineering, including 


Smiths Industries: At a glance 
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refrigeration, will stay, 

raising pro forma profits for the last 
full year by S per cent to £1 J 
Chemicals also looks a candidate, 
although profits were fiat at £1 1.7m. 
Most of the £5. 7m cost saving 
achieved so far haw been m these two 

di jS?-year profits of £29m for ; the 
group would put Ascot H°k mgs* 
share; on a forward multiple of 11. 
Good value. 

Dowding in an 
expansive mood 

D owding & Mills, which has 
been servicing electric motors 
since 1919 and on the stock 
market since 1946. is on a roU anti in- 
terim figures yesterday, showing prot- 
its 27 per cent higher at _ £7.1-.m, 
confirmed that recent diversifications 
are paving dividends. 

Traditionally a bellwether of the en- 
gineering industry it serves, analysts be- 
Geve expansion into the goldmining 
areas oi the US and Australia means 
Dowding is less constrained by the eco- 
nomic cycle. Recent consolidation m 
its traditional motor rewind business 
should also be beneficial. 

As well as rewind, which offers few 
opportunities for growth, given Dmvd- 
ing’s dominance of the home market, 
the company is involved in repairing 
permanent "magnets such as those 
found in robots and automated plant. 
In Australia many automotive manu- 
facturers send motors back to Japan 
for repair and there are good oppor- 
tunities for a local servicer. 

Elsewhere, the market for mechan- 
ical repairs is much laiger than that for 
rewinds. With an increasing trend to- 
wards outsourcing firms will pay for 
competent prompt service such as 
Dowding can provide. Calibration, 
which Dowding entered in 1990. is a 
growing market and the trend to- 
wards outsourcing should create a 
steady flow of new business. On the 
basis of forecast profits of £ 14.4m in 
the year to June and £1 7 Jim next time, 
the shares, down lp to Sflp yesterday, 
trade on an undemanding p/e ratio 
of 14 falling to 1 1. Good value. 
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BOUNDARY COMMISSION FOR ENGLAND 
NOTICE OF LOCAL INQUIRY 

Supplementary Review of European Parfiomentury Constituencies 


£ «•**** 


NOTICE is pva today. 10 April IW.dutkxaliap^areubel^bytteBciimdwy CoimrassionfwEngtiiKlincddr 
provisional rcconnuendanoos, node raider the European Parliamentary Eeaiois Ad 1978 ins amended) for tbc European 
P *tnu n M yC<)ro3 U 3riB(EKr)li5>ribeta«.TteC ouniiis5 CTpub&y)cd toptovtao^ 

I ) Rar the Ease Yorkshire and Narih iincolnsfaue (No.71 EPC. fa inquiry wfl] be conducted by the AsagontQnmmssioarr. 
Mr Richad Sudan. Bamster-M-Lan. b wiD open on;- 

THUBSDAY 3 JULY 1997 AT 103QAM W1HE COUNCIL CHAMBER. COUNTY HALL CROSS STREEi; BEVERLEY 
2i For tbc Lancashire Central (Na8l. Lancashire South (No.9). Merseyside Wen (No.!2L Merseyside Ena and Wigan 
<No.I3l Cheshire Wst ad Wiiral (No. 14), Greater Manchester West (No. 15). Greater Manchester East (No. 1 6), Greater 
Manchester Central [No. 17). Cheshire East (Nalffj end Suffanb hire Ms and Condemn (No25) EPCs, die inquiry wffl be 
conducted by ihe Assistant Commissioner. Mr Alark DririeL Barrister-ar-Law. b will open oo> 

WEDNESDAY 16 JULY [997 AT 1133AM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, MANCHESTER 
3! For (he Peak Diana iNa22j, Nodugbarastwc Nonfa and Chesterfield (NoJ3k Na ri ng ham and Lefctstenhiie Nor* Wat 
i No. 27). Lweaer (No28) and Nonbanqnomhnc md Blaby 1N0J61 EPCs. the inquiry will be conducted by die Assistant 
CoranrisskmcL Mr James Gibbs. Banisaer-ai-Lnr. It wiD open an:- 

TUESDAY I JULY 1997 AT 1339AM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. COUNCIL BOUSE. MARKET SQUARE. 
NOTTINGHAM 

4l Fit the Herefordshire and Shropshire iNoJI k Binuiagban West (NoJ2), Birmingham East (NoJ4|. Worcejsashire and 
South Warwickshire (N0J8) and GlouceaenJnre (No.41) EPCs, the impriry wiD be conducted by (be Assistant Ccramisstoaec 
Miss Clare Andrews, BanisKKU-Law. It win open on;- 

TUESJAY 17 JUNE 1997 AT (BJOAM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL, WORCESTER 

5) For the Essex North and Suffolk South lNa40L Hertfordshire (No.43l md E»« Wra into Hertfordshire East lNo.441 EPCs. 

the inquiry will be conducied by the Assistant Canzntssumer. Mr WQTmin Stesran- Smith, Ramser-ai-Li*'. It will open on> 

TUESDAY 24 JUNE 1997 AT IL39AA1 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER. COUNTY BALL, CHELMSFORD 

oi Rt the Kern Wst (NoJlL Kku East (No52). Smses Wen (NoJTj and East Sussex and Kent South iNo58) EPCs. (be 

inquhy will be andncKd by the Auncun Commissi met. Mr Poer Bins QG h wiD open ou:- 

MONDAY 14 JULY 1997 AT 1130AM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN BALL, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 

71 Fbr the Bristol <Na46k Watrtirc No* and Barb rNa*7>. Hampshire North and Chtfoni (No.48). Somerset and North 

Detren (NoJ3). Itcbea Test md Avon (Nol54i. Wight md Hampshire Snub (No-35). South Downs Wea(NoJ56L ConwaU 

aiid West PUnmah (No 591. Devon and East Plymouth [Na60l and Doreet and East Deran (N0.6I ) EPCs, the inquiry will be 

conducted by die Assistant Coramissiocer. MrGeoge Barden QC It will open ok- 

TUESDAY 24 JUNE 1997 AT 19J3AM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL, TAtlNTON 

(o disouss the provisional n-oommendatzoiis Ibr die Brissol (No4fij, WUiahirc North and Bsb (No.47), Somerset and Notth 

Deson (NoJJl, ComwlI and Weest Plymouth (NaJ9|. Devon and East Plymoudi (NbAO) and Dorm and East Dewa (N0.6I) 

EPCs. and it wiD continue «c- 

WEDNESDAY 2 JULY 1997 AT KL30AM IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC CENTRE, SOUTHAMPTON 
n dtsons (he proviskmi recomiDKlatkxE for die Wiltshire Ncrti and Bad) (No.47). Hanpdme Nor* and Oxjfbrd (N&4S), tsAen, 
Tea and Aroa tNn54LWisiu ml Hampshire Sanh (No5Si. Scab Dawns Wat (NoJ6j and Daces and Eaa Dwon (NafiilS’Cs. 
huerestod parties who wish to make represenarioas aucetning Ihe Wiksfaire Noth and Bath 1 No.47) and Dorset and East 
ijrvoii 1N0AI ) EPC * jre advised to both 

S) For the Unmes \'»Dey (N0.W1. Snrrey (Na50j, London Noitb Wes (NtLK). Loodoo N«th (Noh3). Loudai Eaa (No64L 
bsntoo South Em (No* 3). London Sooth bitter iNab6). Landoa Sou* Vea <Nafi7k ItmdonWbiiNaliSkLoadm 
Cefflral iNo-Wk London North East (No.70)and Loudon Sooth and Sarny East (NoJD EPCs. (he bndnr wffl be awdocted 
by the A&srsam Conunhuoncr. Mr Andrew Smhh QC ll viQ open ok- 

wr AT iojoam in the council chamber, town hall, hornton street; 

KENSINGTON 

Any imcnNrd peww. whether 3 supporter of or objector w (he Commission's proposal! ttoy atinxl and be heani The 
wmtmaasn wuold nrge an intresnl panes to me nd and make their views known. It should nn be wa tm w i dal 
raqtdr> will only fflicoss nuaen raised in representatkras sobmitted within die period allowed, nor that ihcCotmnaaoti'i 
pnntsataul rtxwmneadatioos wiD remain unchanged. 

Rcquinaiuuoat made in rtspeoof the remuniog European Parikaraenary Gnsonieaciei (fid am icqmre local inquiries io he 
held and die Commssmn decafcti no! la use their dncretxxt » bold any bather mqtmies. 

rccirameiKfarioes. copies of (he repreaetnajioiR made (o ifce Coomassion (togetter with a samnury) and a 
staiemeni made by theCaanusstoa. wtocb will be introdooed fotraally ai ecidi inquiry, at open for public inspection at- 
inqirirj No.1 - Beverley lYarhdrinl 
HUMBERSIDE I farmer uowwtrapalkaa cwmty) 

Council Offices. The Halt Lairgale. BEVERLEY} Town HalLBRIDLINCTON; 

£Zn H 52d S S , S, B SS5 ; »Il!^ HKS ^ c rT od Avw * Umryt CftCTwwxl Aiaae ‘ BULLi 

(jraUhilL AUred Gddtr Street. HULL; Pinwcud House. Ahhby Road. SCUNTHORPE, 
faxpiry No2 - Manchester (Northwest) 

CHESHIRE 

ag ^SSB^ aaasaaaasa. 

GREATER MANCHESTER 

To wn HalL kbritt HalL Bryn Strew, ASHTON-HWtAKERftEUh Coondl Qff hrf. 

MANCHESTER; Wyttiemhawe Central library. The Rntua Centre. MANcSmSndS^ 

LANCASHIRE 


Lad Sum. FLEETWOOD; Crete Game. W« Paddock. LEYLAND; Town Hall LYIHaM St AITO^ wST 

Malta Shea NE^0N;Qui3IQSks& 32 Dd^rSReLQSMSKlRiqTbwn Hall PRESTON; 'fimilULRMn^SlALL. 
mexsevside 

InfomuDun Office. Qvk Came. BEBINGTON; Bukenhead Central limy. Borough Road. BIRKENHEAD* Town Hafi. 
Oriel Road, BOOTLE; Tov.e Ha)L Great Georges Road. CROSBY; Municipal Bnfldinjs. Ardraiy Rroi HUYTON: Pobfc 
library. Nenrown Gardna. KHtKBY; iUJonm Library. Allen* Rnad, Gaoun. LIVERPOOL: QweB Offitxs. S Oa^atl 

Smxt LIVERPOOL: Norris Green Lihruy. Townsend Awsue. West Derby, LIVERPOOL} 0M Swan Lbray Preset* 

Road. Broad green. LIVERPOOL; WaKou Library. Bmi A venue, Watoo. LIVERPOOL; Newtnnie-Wa bm Dianet 
Ubrary. Crow Lane East. NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS; To*n HaL Corporation Street. ST. HELENS; Town Hafl. Lad 
Sum. SOUTHPORT: Town HalL Brinson Sum WALLASEY; informum Office. The r.m w11fW ; W'BST KIRBY. 


flAFTORDSmRE 

ComnJ Offices. CODSALL; Council Offices. Mooriands Stockwdl Shea LEES; Gvic Offices. Menial Sum 

NEWCASTL&UNDER-LYME; Chric Officer. Riverside, SIAITORD; Dvic Crane Glebe Sow, STOKfcON-TRENT; 


STOKE-ON-TRENT; Area Offices, SaMn Road, STONE. 

Inquiry No. 3 - Nottingham (East MkflutaD 
DERBYSHIRE 

Coondl Offices. Sherwood Lodge, BOLSOVEB; C arnal Offices. Hiyfidd Road. CHAPELOMEFKII & Town Hafl. 
CHESTERFIELD; Area Office, High StrM DRWFIELIX Town HaHILKESrON; Town HalL MATLOCK; Dwu 
M L Malta P lace. RIPLEY: 

LEICESTERSHIRE 

Parish Councfl Offices, Village Hafl. Bintail Road. B1BSTALL; Cacnei] Offices. WhiwnA R ond. COALVILLE; Cocccfl 
Offices. Aigatts Mead. HINCKLEY: Beaumont Leys Library. Bea u m ont Way; LEICESTER; SLBatnabas Library. Reach 
Road. LEICESTER; New Walk Centre, Weifad Pbre. LEICESTER; Couodl Offices. SouthfieUs, LOUGHBOROUGH; 
Council Offices, Adam and Eve SUM MARKET HARBOROGGH; Cmmdi Offices. NARBOROUGH; Rsbnd Courey 
Cdundl Offices. Cannore. OAKHAM. 

LINCOLNSHIRE 

CoodcD Offices, SLPcier's Hifl, GRANTHAM. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

Chric Centre. George Sum CORBY; Coondl Offices. Lodge Rond. DAVENTRY; Municipal Offices, Bonding Green Road. 
KETTERING; Tbc Guik&aJJ. SuGfles Square. NORTHAMPTON; Weston Fardl Honsing Office. Biffing Brook Road. 
NORTHAMPTON: Coondl Offices. SwanspooL WELLINGBOROUGH. 

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

CMc Centre, Anxit HiD Pat. ARNOLD: Council Offices. Rarer Avenu e, BEE STON; Council Offices. Uite Road. 
KJttKBY-JN-ASHFIELD: Gvic Centre. Chesterfield Road Saudi. MANSFIELD 1 , Council Offices. Kdham. NEWARK; 
Town HalL Sherwood Drive. NEW OLLERTON; Bnlwefl Branch Library, HigUmry lfide. BubreO. NOTTINGHAM; 
Saantoc Bmuh Libray. Soeintou Boulevard, NOTTINGHAM; The GnikfiialL Burton Street, NOTTINGHAM; Gvic 
Centre. PaviDon Rnud, WEST BRIIXiFORD; Conndl Officei. Queen's BoMsgs, PcmaStrea WORKSOP. 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

Council Offices. Mooriands Home, Stockwefl Street, l£EK; Ovic Offices. Merrial Strea NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. 
Inrjuby Nft4 - Worcester (West Midlands) 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Mtundpai Offices, Promenade. CHELTENHAM: Council Offices. Trinity Road, QRgNC BSIER; Comcg Offices, H 
Street. COLEFORO: Conndl Offices, Noth Warehonse, The Docks, GLOUCESTER; Comal Offices. EUey M3L 
Westwwl Road. STROUD; Gnmrif Offices, Gkwcester Road TEWKESBURY. 

HEREFORD AND WORCESTER _ 

The Comn) Haase. Bora* Lane. BROBSSGROVE; Evesham LJbraiy. Oat Sata EVESHAM; Toira HriL HEREFORD; 
Coondl Offices. Grange Horae, LEOMINSTER; The Council House. Amine Ro ad. MALV ERN: Town Hall, AJccster Street. 
RQHHTCH; Gvic Cfaure.STOURFOBT'ONBEVERN; The GuikBnlL WORCESTER. 

Cninfil Of&es. Sk« House, Cove Strea LUDLOW; The Council Shop. High Street NEWPORT^ Cowwl Offices. 
Castle View. OSWESTRY; GiddhalL Dcgpok. SHREWSBURY; Gnmdl Officei MaKadee House. TELFORD. 
WARWICKSHIRE 

Town HalL LEAMINGTON S%; Town HalL RUGBY; Gonndl Offices. EHzabeth House. Church Street 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON. 

WEST MIDLANDS 

Elections Office. 130 Great Chades Sheet. Queensway. BIRMINGHAM; Enfingum Ubny, Orphanage Road, Enfiugjon. 
BIRMINGHAM: Hall Green Libray. 1221 Stratfocd Road, Hall Green. BIRMINGHAM; Haboare Libray. Hrjfc Street. 
HitboitK. BIRMINGHAM: fQi^s Heath Ubray, High Scea. Kings Heath. BIRMINGHAM; Ncnhficid Libray. 

77 Church Road. Nonhfidd. BIRMINGHAM; Ptery Contmoo Libray. College Road. Petty Bair. BIRMINGHAM: 

Souih Ymfley Uhnny. Yardiey RtwL South Yaffley. BIRMINGHAM; SpariM Lfluaiy. 641 SndArd RowL SpadtiO. 
BIRMINGHAM: WW End Ubraj. Wtebwood Heath Read. Wrd Bad, BIRMINGHAM; Samoa Coldfield Libray. 

Lower Paadc. sumiN COLDFIELD; AbWge Braich lihnay. Rootay Lane. AMridge. W AIEA LL: Btoiwich Library, 
□more Row. Bhowkfa. WAlSAIi; CoradJ Offices. Danrall Suca. WALSALL; TV»u HaD.WEDNESBURl^ 

Sandwefl Comal Library, High Street, WEST BROMWICH. 

Inquiry Noi - Cbdmsfmd (East An^a) 

ESSEX 

Camc S Offices. Causeway Home, BRAINTREE; Council Offices, hgtave Road. BRENTWOOD; Civic Carat. Poke Street, 
CHELMSFORD; Cetaral Services Department. Wesdeigh House. Caraarvoo Road. CLACTON-ONSEAjTowd Hafl. 

dVhi r iim-mn . •.aw m- > S. _ ■ uo w i t/i w it h ninvmil . .IAS!. Tl_: T 1 ..J 111 I IVW. 


Council Offices, London Road. SAFFRON WALDEN; Conndl Offices. WEELEY. 

HERTFORDSHIRE 

Council Offices. The Causeway. BISHOP'S STOKIFORD; Civic Offices, Bshte Way. BOREHAMWO OPi Town HalL 
l*fi» Road, HARPENDEN; CMe Com; Madowel HEMEL HEMPSTEAD; Ctwcfl Offices, GemoB Roi4LETaroNMnB; 
Ctoncil Offices, Three Rims House, Nonhw iy, RIC KMANSWQRTH; Chic Ceatre. SLPoeni Street. ST. ALBANS; 
Council Offices. Daneddl House. Duxstrete. STEVENAGE; Borough Offices, Bishoftt' College, Chuidipue. Cheshunt, 
WALTHAM CROSS: Tom Hafl. WATFORD; Council Offices, The Campus. WELWYN GARDEN CITYL 
SUFFOLK 

Corad) Offices. Angd ISO, BUSY IsLEDMliNDS; Conndl Offices, Corici lane, HADU3GH. 

Inquiiy HoJi - IhubrUga Wb (South East) 

EAST SUSSE X 

Town HHL BEXEODUL-ON-SEA; Sank District Hoang Office. Lavender Saw. BRIGHTON; Town HalL BanMawi 
Square. BRIGHTON: Council Offices. Pine Grove. CROWBOROUGH; Town Hall, Grow Road. EASTBOURNE ; Town 
Hafl. Queen's RoadLHASTnNGS; Town Hafl. Norton Road. HOVE; Comwl Offices. Lewes Hue, 32 High Sam, LEWES. 
KENT 

Ortc Come. Tameiy Lane, ASHFORD; GnmcflOflices, MUifiny Road. CANTERBURY; Refaraw Library, Riverside. 
CHATHAM; Civie Cnwe, Horae Ganltrs. DAiTTFORD; Omcfl Oflkxs. Whiadifft Bcanesi Pad. DOVffi; Mmidpd Officer, 
Preaw Street. FAVERSHAM; Gvi c Cam e, Casfin Hgl Avenue. FOLKESTONE: Moridpal Bufltfares. GniJNfiHAM: 
Ovic Centre. Wndrnffl Snwt GRAVESEND; Council Offices. London House, 5-11 London Rend. MAIDSTONE; Cotwci 
Offices. Cedi Sttw. MARGATE; Djstrta Office. Queen Sues, RAMSGATE; Civic Ciflre. StnxxL ROCHES1ER; Counai 
Offices, AigyfcRouLSEVENOAKS;G™dIOffirta. Swale HffW. East Sum. SITnNCBOCRNE;TwnBtf.TGNMtIDGE ' 

WELLS ; Tonbrid ge and MaHing Borough Cmmdi Offices, tHbson Buflt&ig. Cfoon Dnre. Ki qg t Hm WRST MAIJJNC. 
WEST SUSSEX 

Ctendl Office; East Paflna House. EasPalluL CHICHESTER; Town HHL The BodcvunL CRAWLEY: CaaidlOffcs. 

OaMaiids, Oakhndi Road. HA YWARD S HEATH; Cremcfl Offices. PaA HotmNcnh Suea. HORSHAM: CrvieCmire. 
MalttaWB Road. LITTLEHAMPTON; One Ceutre, ten Rial SHO REHAM BY SEA; CobbcS Offices! Chanctoabrev 
Horae. Ouuch Street, STORRJNCTON; Town Hall, Chapel Rfied. WORITIING. 

Inquiry Nft.7^ -Taaottm and ScaffianmUiii (South West) 

AVON (turner wa-mctnpuIitaBCBanty) 

GmdbalL RATO; Bednmjter libray. East Smw. BRISTOL; SLGeorae Ltoaiy. Church RmL BRISTOL: Sfcfiehamttm 


Libray. Stadoo Rial BRISTOL; The CouncB Home. Coflege (been. BRISTOL: Cfevedu Lftray, 37 QU Cbuidi 1 
CLEVEDON; CMc Ctaire. Hlgfa Sheet DNGSWOOD; Ctameil Offices, The Hollies. MIDSOMBR NORTON: 
Ccradl Offices. Catde Street. THOttNBUE¥;Tcwo Hafl. WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 


BERKSHIRE 

Coondl Offices, hbrta Street. NEWBURY. 

CORNWALL 

ComnS Offices, DoJcoadi Avenue. CAMBORNE; Cnmcfl Offices, Luxsone House, USKEARD: CwmcQ Offices. SLCtare. 
PENZANCE; Gnndl Offices. Canht House, Pytta Soeo, TRURO; Coundl Offices. Higher Tiauiu Ruud. WADEBRIDGE. 
DEVON 

Gvic Gem. BARNSTAPLE; Coondl Offices. Rjvcrtank t hroe. B IDEFORD; Gvic Centre. EXETER; Town HalL 
IVYBRIDGE; Conucfl Offices. Forde Hone. Brunei Road, NEWTON ABBOT; Gvic Centre. PLYMOUTH: St,Budeans 
Library, Victrei* Road, PLYMOUTH; Council Offices, Knmle. S1DMOUTH; Council Offices. Tbc Great House. I SlFoet 
S treet, TIVERTON; Town Hatt, TORQUAY: Coundl Offices. FoUaun House, Plymnuth Road. TOTNES. 

DORSET 

C o undl Offices. Norton. Salisbu ry Road. BLANDFORD FO RUM ; Central Library. The Lansdnune. BOURNEMOUTH; 
Town Hafl. BOUR NEMOUTH; Gvic Offices, Bodge Street. CHRISTCHURCH; Council Offices. SStiO High West Suns. 
DORCHESTER; Gvic Cadre, POOtJS; Council Offices. Westpon House, WAREHAM; Mumcqal Office*. North Quav. 
WEYMOUTH. 

HAMPSHIRE 

Coundl Offices. Beech Hors. Weytull Road. ANDOVER; Gvic Offices. Landoa Road. BASINGSTOKE; Coundl Offices. 
Leigh Road, EASTLEIGH; Gvic Offices. Gvic Why. FAREHAM; Coundl Offices. Rnnborough Road. FARNBOROUGH: 
Civic Offices. Harfingtui Way. FLEET; Town HaD. ffijii Street. GOSPORT; Ovic Offices. Gvic Centre Road. HAVANT; 
Town Hafl, Av enue Road. LYMINGTON; Cwincil Offices. Apptaree Coun. LYNDHURST; Council Offices, Penm Place. 
PEIEBSFDEXJJ; Gvic Offices. Gufldhall Sqrare, POfOSMOirrH; Cqaham lAray. Spur Road. Cuebam. PORTSMOUTH; 
Coondl Offices. Drains Road. ROMSEY; Ovic Centre. SOUTH AMPT ON; Shirley Branch Library. Sbtrfey Real 
SOUTHAMPTON; Council Offices. CMetawk Street. WINCHESTER. 

ISLE OF WIGHT 

County HalL «gh Strea NEWPORT 
OXFORDSHIRE 

GoracB Offices. The Abbey Houm. ABINGDON; Coundl Offices, Bodlcme House, Bodibote. BANBURY; Town Hall 
HENUEYjOoundl Offices. StAIdaKt Ctoibets. StAhbte's, OXFORD; PuMu Lftruy. Stirling farad. WANTAGE; 
Cramer! Offices. Woodgreen. W 1 lEXtY, 

SOMERSET 

Gxmdl Offices. Bridgwater Hotte, King Square, BRIDGWATER; Cbuuri] Offices, Canards Grave RoxL SHEPTON 
MALLET: Counca Offices, The Deane Hrane, Belvedere Road. TAUNTON; Area Office. GiurdifieJd. WINCANTON- 
Couodl Offices. Btympton Why. YEOVIL. ' 

SURREY 

Couacfl Offices. The Barys, GODALAONG. 

WEST SUSSEX 

Comdl Offices. Eaa Palbut House. East Pattern. CHICHESTER; Gvic Ceotre. Mahavers Road. LITTLEHAMPTON. 
WILTSHIRE 

Qraodl Offices. Mradaou Phrfc. CIUMMUAM; Coundl Offices, Bnurfon, Bath Road. DEVDES'Cmril 
Bourne HBL SALKBOKY; Gvic Offices, Encfid Street. SWINDON; Stnnon StJAaraarer Parish CtmtflOBUxsT**' 
Addison Crescent, Upper Stratum. SWINDON; Gvic Offices. Bradley Road. TROWBRIDGE. 

Inquiry NoJT- Kiminulni [Greater London) 

BERK9HRE 

Couacfl Offices. Rrahatapaeart Hwnc.Tbtvn Square. BRACKNELL; Town HaU. Si Ives Road. MAIDENHEAD* Crmadl 
Office*. Matte Swet. NEWBURY; Gvic Cerate. READING; Tow, HriL Bad. Road. SLWM^SSra^S. 
farad. TILE BURgr; Conucfl Offices. Vrat Home. Sheet Sneet WINDSOR; C^ic OffH^Stoe’ SBSl 
HERTFORDSHIRE 

Civic Offices, Baroe'lfay.BOREHAMWOOD. 

NORTH LONDON 

Gw Centre. DAGENHAM; Tow HalL New Broadway. EALING: NcStowi KaJL^VrHAM-’ 

HAMMERSMITO: Civic Ctore. HARROW; Hayes Area Llwy Golden 

WESTMINSTER; Barm Home. iBSffsh Rnad, WHETSTONE: C 

Gvic Conre. High Ro*L WOOD GREBL WOXESDEN; 

SOUTH LONDON 

Tbwn Hafl. Pecihaiii farad. CAMBERWELL; Cachahau Libr^/fv 

CAIFOft D; CtokO Offices. Tatawr Howe. Pat Ure. CROYDON: Tcran HalL 

KPTFORD; Dnlwid. Karici Library. Lmiship Lane. DULWICH; eJSSThS 
Tbwt HalL Walnut Tree Road. ERITH; Dwtang Libray. (67 fCetmiiMoo 1 

UPON THAMES; Manor Haase Libray; Old R trad. MWlSHAllti^^w^ 11 ^ 5 OujUtafl. KDSGSTON 
CQdtc, RskL MORDEN^^te libray. The 

Pterey Library. OaoK fate PUTNEY; Central Refatme 

RICHMOND; Sldcup LHxary. Hadlow fate SIDCUP; Qvtc Avmoc ' 

Brigsrecfc farad. THORNTON HEATH; Tooth* library. U<r5 9' 

WANDSWORTH; Tmra fM. WbBm^on Sum. WOOLWICH. W *ING. To*n HaU Wandswor* Hirfi Smtt 

SURREY 
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Share spotlight 


Drug shares offer antidote to election boredom 





B ored stiff by the election and 
uncertain about New York the 
stock market seems deter- 
mined to get hooked on drugs. 

Much of the recent action 
has been among the market’s 
disparate collection of health 
shares with some turning in 
highly volatile performances. 

At first the bio-babes at- 
tracted the action. In the pa st 
few days the big players, par- 
ticularly S mitfaHiaa **~'*~m , 
have captured the market’s 
imagination. 

Reawakened US interest is 
. thought to be the SB roar. The 
Shares rose 223p to 915 Jp in 
often brisk trading; they were 
867 Jp a week ago. 

Zeneca was another in de- 
mand, up 37p at 1304J5p, and 
Glaxo WeDcorae threw off its 
US legal setback with a mod- 
est 7Jp gain to I,088.5p. 

Shield Diagnostic, which 
prompted the current stam- 
pede with encouraging trials 
for its heart disease detection 


system, had a roller-coaster ses- 
sion with a 325 p gain surren- 
dered into a 7.5p loss at 66i5p. 

The group has replaced 
stockbroker Greig Middleton 
with UBS and should benefit 
feom the clearance of a stock 
overhang. 

■ Apax Ventures, a venture 
capitalist and one of Shield’s 
early backers, has been drip- 
ping shares into the market but 
now appears to have sold much 
of its remaining stake. Last 
week it had approaching 15 
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million shares (7.7 per cent). 

A 1.2 mSHoh deal at 640p 
was almost certainly an Apax 
sale although it is not clear 
where the shares ended up. At 
one time Apax had 19.1 per 
. pent of Shield which touched 
805p earlier this year. 

One pharmaceutical share 
which has conspicuously 
missed the drags party is ML 
Laboratories. It fell 25p to 
1875p, a 12-month low. In 
1995 the shares touched 


468-5p. Shortly afterwards 
chairman Kevin Leech and 
related interests sold 13.75 
million shares for £55m. He 
still has more than 50 per 
cent. 

The ML fan from grace is 
even more surprising as it has 
occurred as the company 
moved into the black - an ex- 
ceedingly rare event for a 
fledgling drugs group. Its 
£5 .45m profit should, if stock- 
broker ranmure Gordon has 
got its sums right, be followed 
by £12m this year and more 
than £100m at the turn of the 
century. 

In lacklustre trading Footsie 
managed a 23-points gain to 
4,2923 after briefly, going 


through 4500. Allied Domecq 
was a major blue chip casualty. 
Evidence its Teacher’s Scotch 
whisky, once the second-best 
selling brand in the country, 
bad suffered a sobering 26 
per cent sales decline left the 
shares nursing a 65p hangover 
at 4375p. 

Laura Ashley, the clothing 
and home furnishings retailer, 
was at one time up 16-5p as de- 
termined buying was evident 
for the second day running. 
The price closed 5p higher at 
149 Jp. Year’s figures are due 
later this month. 

HTV was another in de- 
mand. In. brisk trading the 
shares were switched on 85p 
to 3025p. In the past few 


weeks they have edged away 
from a 28Q5p low. United 
News & Media has‘29.9 per 
cent of the Welsh broadcaster. 

Another frisson of excite- 
ment went through the insur- 
ance broking sector as David 
Herro, the Chicago fund man- 
ager who achieved a sort of 
fleeting fame at the old Saatchi 
& Saatchi, lifted his Oakmark 
International's stake in Sedg- 
wick to just above 3 per cent 

Sedgwick edged forward 
15p to 126p and Wffis Cor- 
rota, regarded as its most 
likely partner, stirred 15p to 
1565p. 

Mr Herro achieved promi- 
nence here when his actions 
prompted the departure of 
the brothers from the 

advertising group they 
founded. Since renamed Cor- 
diarrt the advertising business 
has struggled and its shares are 
below the level touched earli- 
er in this decade. 

Rolls-Royce, finally settling 


the sale of its Parsons opera- 
tion to Siemens of Germany 
for £30m. gained 2pto 244p. 

Antonov, developing a rev- 
olutionary gearbox, motored 
13p to 1165p and was then sus- 
pended. The company hinted 
a deal was hear. On Ofex Con- 
roy Diamonds & Gold opened 
at 5Sp. 

Thomas Jonrdan, the mini- 
congjomerale which trebled 

proms to £861.000, rose 7p to 
685p. Former Suter chief, 
David Abell, is involved in a 
shareholder revolt 

What appeared to be coded 

der Henfys. the buses and 
coach maker. The shares fell 
275p to 479p after the group 
talked about the coadi and bus 
division’s profits being “weight- 
ed towards the second half. 
The garage ride was perform- 
ing up to expectations. 

Dana Petroleum gushed 
35p higher to 26p on talk of 
an Enterprise 00 strike. 


Taking Stock 


QBridgend, which lost £3.4m 
in 1995, should have man- 
aged a small profit last year 
bat, following two takeovers, 
may top £lm this year 
putting the shares on 
prospective earnings of 95. It 
has almost checked oat of 
leisure to concentrate on 
distribution. For long it has 
bad a bathroom fittings busi- 
ness and has acquired two 
car accessory distributors 
bringing in the Boss brand. 
Bridgend still owns Stocks 
Hold at Birmingham which 
is in the books at £6m and 
could be sold. The shares are 

22p. 

CjMears, a support services 
group, lifted profits 265 per 
cent to £426,000 and should 
make £650,000 this yean It 
has just acquired an electri- 
cal contractor for up to 
£900,000 and is seeking more 
buys. The shares rose 25Sp 
to 13p. 
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2 “I can 
5 settle my 
£ bills over 
the phone” 

for 24 hour telephone banking 

S 0800 24 24 24 


For lui wrttran dataHs ot our sarvtea* art® to First Direct, Fmopoet Loads 
L898 2RF. First Direct is a division of Mdtand Bank pic. Fkst Direct reserves the 
right to dedlne to open en account for you. Cads may be monitored and/ 
or recorded. Applicants must be 18 or over. " Member HSBC Group 
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Managing the economy is 
about moral issues too 


M orality is not a question 
Chat crops up very much 
in economics. It is not 
that economists are immoral peo- 
ple, just that they see their ex- 
pertise as lying in technical 
questions rather than value 
judgements. 

But moral questions have been 
on the frontline of economic de- 
bate this week, and with a 
vengeance. Figures showing bow 
much inequality, pollution and 
crime have reduced economic 
well-being have been produced by 
the New Economics Foundation. 

The election campaign focuses 
on how much Britain is boo ming 
or can boom, and politicians 
engage in puerile debate about 
how big their tax cuts wfl] be. But 
the new figures reveal that taking 
account of all the economic 
changes that affect our quality of 
life, we have become worse and 
worse off. 

Conventional economists have 
very little to say about income in- 
equality. Like the electrician who 
can't help you with a small plumb- 
ing problem, most members of the 
profession say: “It's nothing to do 
with me love. You’ll need a soci- 
ologist for that.*' Or as one stan- 
dard introductory economics 
textbook puts it: “There is no cor- 
rect solution for any problem in- 
volving value judgements.” 

But, laden as it is with value 
judgements, an assessment of in- 
come inequality is an essential part 
of the economic debate we ought 
to be having during this election 
campaign. 

The New Economics Founda- 
tion’s report W3S followed by a 
broadside from the Council of 
Churches. It criticised all parties 
for not stressing the problem of 
unemployment enough, although 
it also gave Labour - or at least 
Old Labour - plenty of ammuni- 
tion by favouring a national min- 
imum wage and a job creation 
programme, and stressing the im- 
portance of workers' rights and 
Lrade unionism. 

This Christian coalition is in no 
doubt that morals have some very 
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dear consequences for economic 
policy. 

Apart from these specific 
reports, there has also been a 
growing sense that all is not well 
with our booming economy. It is 
the sense that made Will Hutton's 
book. The State We're In, and no 
doubt his new sequel The State to 
Come , a best seller, and that 
aroused so much interest in 
George Soros's recent recanta- 
tion of his unqualified faith in free 
markets. 

In fact, gloomy predictions that 
unfettered global capitalism will 
provoke riots and disaster have be- 
come all the rage; and such a short 
time, too, after the definitive de- 
feat in 1989 of the economic sys- 


tems based on Marx’s hypothesis 
that capitalism contained the 
seeds of its own destruction. 

Our politicians nourish the 
doom-mongeriog by imposing 
such narrow terms of reference on 
the day-to-day political debate. 
They will cheerfully hurl margin- 
al rates of taxation at each other, 
and even argue about setting new 
priorities within the public 
spending total, but are very edgy 
when it comes to moral rather 
than technical choices. Do they 
believe that higher tax revenues 
are needed to fund some aspect 
of the welfare state that we believe 
is an essential part of a civilised 
society? 

John Major certainly stuck to 
his view that the managerial prob- 
lem of getting the economy to 
grow is more important than all 
this moral nonsense. “There's no 
point in wearing your heart on 
your sleeve if you have nothing in 
the national wallet with which to 
help them.’' he said, asked to re- 
ply to this week's reports. 

But in the context of most peo- 
ple’s feeling that there is more to 
life than the contents of your 
wallet, it is iUuminaring to look at 
a book first published three years 
ago but newly released in paper- 
back.* 

Philosopher David Hasletz uses 
the classic tools of moral philos- 
ophy to come to the rescue of cap- 
italism. Private ownership and 
freedom from central economic 
planning are essential for freedom, 
and he concludes that capitalism 
trumps socialism on this criterion. 

Yet capitalism with morality 
“is a form of capitalism that dif- 
fers significantly from any current 
forms", he writes. And some of the 
differences he identifies would be 
welcomed with glad cries by Old 
Labour types who would be hap- 
py to describe themselves as so- 
cialist despite the fact that it has 
gone so horribly ont of fashion. 

They Include worker control of 
the businesses they work for, a lim- 
it to the amount that can be in- 
herited, an earned income credit 
that would lift almost everybody 


above the poverty line, and mea- 
sures to asure full employment 
and government provision to en- 
sure equal access to health care, 
education and child care. 

Before those of a free-market 
inclination condemn this list out 
of hand as a crypto-socialist agen- 
do, it is worth spelling out that 
some of the consequences of this 
check-list are unexpected. For 
example. Professor Haslett ar- 
gues that minimu m wages, labour 
market regulation and most 
existing welfare systems tend to 
cost jobs and are incompatible 
with his full employment 
requirement. He would scrap all 
of that traditional type of safety 
net. He would also exclude 
unions, progressive taxation, 
government ownership of capital 
goods and any state planning of 
the economy. 

The keys in this moral frame- 
work are freedom, equal access to 
basic necessities and the spread of 

power in a democracy through the 
dispersion of wealth. 

He wraps up the book by 
saying: “The critics of capitalism 
see the extreme inequalities of 
wealth and opportunity that it 
breeds, the burdens it places on 
ordinary working people, and 
they conclude that capitalism is 
immoral ... It is not capitalism per 
se that is immoral out current 
capitalism.” 

Now, Professor Haslett’s specific 
conclusi ons differ fmm th os e 

our own value systems would lead 
us to. But he presents a case that 
engages with political and moral 
philosophy. 

Hard as it is to imagine any of 
the party leaders adopting such a 
radical package as that proposed 
in this book, it would help most of 
us feel that they were a bit more 
in touch with the concerns of their 
•electorate if they could admit that 
there might be one or two non- 
technical and even moral issues in 
economic policy. 

* Capitalism with Morality, DW 
Haslett, Oxford University Press. Pa- 
perback price £1 6.99. 


You never know when a 
silent seether will snap 


If you sit on a company board, 
there are several important ques- 
tions you should ask yoursell Are 
you a u s2ent seether", who knows 
what should be said during a 
meeting but sits in silence, listen- 
ing to other members make a 
hash of things? 

Or are you a “quiet floater”, 
saying nothing until the end and 
then agreeing with the majority 
view? Perhaps you’re a “great de- 
bater”, wasting hours on irrele- 
vant topics, or a “really useless or 
dead hand”, trim should have re- 
tired years ago. 

Patrick Donne, a director at 
venture capital outfit 3i, has met 
aD such types during his years vis- 
iting companies. Now he’s put 
them down in a book published 
today. Running Board Meetings, 
widen aims to show how such 
meetings should he run 

“I bad just visited a company 
that was in difficulty and the " 
board meeting was fairly awfuL I 
decided I had to buy the chair- 
man a book,” says Mr Dunne. 

“Then I visited a bookshop and 
found there were lots of books on 
meetings, but none specifically cm 
board meetings. What worries me . 
is that, with things like the Green- 
buiy Report, a lot of boards are 
concentrating solely cm corporate 
governance issues. They’re forget- 
ting to talk about the business.” 

As for the silent seether, Mr 
Dunne observes that they often 
threaten to resign but never do: 
“They Just continue to sit and 
seethe. Until they snap." 

So there it is -watch out for 
the quiet ones. 

Robet Smith, presid ent of the 
Institute of Chartered Accoun- 
tants of Scotland, is delighted to 
announce an o p eratin g surplus of 
£359,000 in the 1996 annual re- 
port published this week. 

No doubt Mr Smith is consider- 
ably happier in this role than in 
his other job as head of Morgan 
Grenfell Asset Management 

Just last month Deutsche Bank 
revealed a £430m hit on its 1996 
accounts due to the Peter Young 
unauthorised trading scandal at 
its MGAM subsidiary. Mr Smith 
was appointed head of MGAM 
after the scandal to help clear 

thing*; up. 
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The silent s ee t h er 



'After 34 years of marriage you thought you knew me, didn’t 
you? Well, welcome to the real world!' 


The bank still awaits a fine _ 
from Iroro over the affair, which 
s widely expected to be over £lm. 

No doubt heading the Scots 
bean-counters is a breeze by com- 
parison. 

Hands up everybody who knew 
tha t Naafi had a fin ancial services 
arm? And there was I thinking all 
it did was serve up grub and cups 
of tea to the armed forces. 

The financial services side may 
have been around for only 20 
years, but yesterday it was subject 
of a £1 042m buy-in, leaving Naafi 
with 32 per cent of a new venture, 
Warrior Group. 

Warrior will henceforth provide 
personal loans, motor insurance 
and financial advice to the rank 
and file. HSBC Private Equity 
forms the ocher partner. .. 

Chairman of tne new company 
is Ian Lindsay, OBE, a non-exec- 
utive director of Naafi. He joined 
Naafi three years ago after a ca- 
reer in retail banking with Robert 
Flemmg. Mr Lindsay says: **I 
served 20 years in the RAF volun- 
teer reserve, while Bob Jones* 
chief executive of Warrior, recent- 
ly retired as a major in the Tfeni- 
torial Army. There’s a great 


RAF/Armv rivahy between 
but I think 1 win because 1 i 
senior rank to him." 


us, 
was a 


The forces of political correctness 
move at varying speeds inside 
Norwich Union, it appears. A col- 
league of mine (let us call him 
Roger) and his wife have a joint 
mortgage endowment policy with 
Norwich. But only Roger has re- 
ceived a letter from the company 
on the vote for its conversion 
from mutual to pic status. 

Roger and his wife also have a 
household insurance policy with 
Norwich. They were recently sent 
a cheque to pay for repairs to 
their house. The cheque was 
made out to both of them but 
they don't have a joint bank ac- 
count so Roger inquired whether 
it would be all right if his wife en- 
dorsed the cheque over to him. 
“No," Norwich replied. “You 
can’t get your wife to endorse it 
bemuse the law changed last year 
to stop fraud." 

Obviously the law relating to 
membership of mutual organisa- 
tions was defined long before po- 
litical correctness appeared. 

John Willcock 


Foreign Exchange Rates 

Sterling 
County 


US 

Canada 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

ST 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Ireland 

Norway 

Span 

Sweden 

SwitzBriend 

Australia* 

Hong Kong 


Newj 

Saud Arabia 
Sngapm 





Doflar 



D-Mark 

Spot 

1 no o® 

3 norths 

Spot 

1 mortb 

3 monks 

Spot 

16233 

7-5 

23-20 

1000 



0586 

225Z7 

61-58 

T7D-1B2 

13878 

29-28 

8200 

08070 

27915 

70-63 

207-198 

17197 

33-31 

9906 

10000 

93932 232-211 

675-641 

578G5 

T10-XJ4 

322-30 

33648 

Z7556 

26-42 

71-94 

16975 

265-335 

735035 

387120 

20538 

99-65 

286-280 

12652 

54-53 

57-155 


14290 

34-20 

72-66 

11360 

11-12 

36-38 


57587 

15-10 

42-35 

35475 

7-5 

20-17 


10633 250-WJ 

70000 

65505 

99-79 

298047 


31395 

85-77 

248-232 

19340 

39-37 

01-15 

11246 

10485 

5-1 

15-9 

15482 

5-4 

no 

03756 

11326 280-2D 

790-670 

69773 

50-2 

18-69 


23563128-133 

0103 

14516 

8903 

170-250 

844096 

12402 220-S0 

640-530 

76951 

41-16 

52-101 

a jrrea 

23324 

93-84 

274-260 

14738 

4046 

145-139 

08570 

20757 

2-4 

14-4 

12787 

60 

14-8 

Q»36 

12579 

67-26 

184-128 

77488 

20 

2-7 

45060 

40648 

0-0 

OO 

25040 

27-30 

8005 

14581 

23398 

25-33 

7468 

14412 

22-24 

65-67 


60883 

00 

OO 

37506 

1-4 

5-9 

2610 

23395 

00 

00 

1440 

24-0 

7005 

06381 


Other Spot Rates 

Country Staring 


DoBar Country Staring 


Aigentra 
Austria 
Brazi 
Oma 


Ghana 

Greece 

Wa 

Kuwait 


16238 

TBB469 

17188 

xwm 

6560 

&34T1 

308362 

430319 

58176 

04841 


09999 

124031 

10585 

82985 

34009 

51368 

60000 

270550 

353350 

03043 


Mger* 

Oman 

Pakistan 


Qatar 
ftwda 
Soutfi Africa 
Taiwan 
UAE 


13826 

06252 

850617 

423521 

279673 

59080 


72089 

443494 

59656 


Ddtar 

851200 

03850 

400799 

283900 

17246 

35406 

571200 

44395 

276200 

36710 


Fomart rate* cpjotedhitfi to low areal a discount subtract from spot rate 
Rate quoted low to high ere at a premium: add to spot rare 

*Qottar rates quoted as reciprocals. 

For the latest foreign exchange rates cad 0891 123 3033. 

CaSs cost 50p per minute 


l Interest Rates 








UK 

Brae 600% 

Gormany 

Dtacouit 

250% 

US 

Prime 

675% 

Japan 

Dbeourt 

050% 

Franca 

Lombard 

450% 

Discount 

560% 

Brtgkim 


Intervention 315% 

Canada 


Fed Finds 

52% 

DBcart 

250% 

toty 

Discount 2% 

Prime 

Dtscart 

475% 

560% 

tfiSy Repo 575% 

Cardial 

Sofftarland 

300% 

Natftertands 

Danmark 


Sweden 



□taxxjnt 

100% 

Advances 270% 

Discos* 

325% 

Repo (tee) 


430% 

Lombard 

405% 

Bond Yields 






Hsacireitaireiti 

Coonfry sr »«d% 

IWr 

tum* 

Country 


for 

yMd% idyr 

ytad% 

IK 70% 

728 725% 

7.61 

Nrttta1ands&a% 

4 83 5.75% 

580 

US 683% 

8.74 825% 

628 

Spain 

790% 

OCB 795% 

584 

Japan 550% 

1-52 290% 

2Z5 

a™ 

625% 

7.12 8.75% 

7.64 

Auswfa iao% 

755 8.73% 

727 

00% 

454 625% 

559 


483 

8U» 

588 

Sweeten 

13.0% 

579 850% 

756 

France 4.7S% 

4.79 550% 

5.7B 

ECU OAT 

6.0% 

455 550% 

624 

1 

5 

8 

1 

1 



tore 

krtirti 


Money Market Rates 







Otagrt 

7Dta 

1 Hontb 

SHotan 

• Malta 

t Yaw 


3 8<a 5V 6 hi 

B 8% 

ere B-* 

fire 6=. 

61 7re 

Stedne CDs 

- 



8ta 

ere 

Bk 

6rer 

1 Local Auttofry Daps 5*i 
Dtsoount Maitai Deps 6 

S'* 

5%i 

8 

6re 

V* 

ere 


■ 



6 

5.45 

Bre 

552 

564 

583 

ECU Unkad Dap 

“ 



4k 4<i 

4u 4% 

4U 4k 

4>a 4k 

Tourist Rates 








EBuys 


£ Buys 



£ Buy* 


Austrtaa(Donar3J 

20330 

FrancrtFrsnca) 

91050 

New Zaatafopotarc} 22925 

Au»trte(Schltegs) 

120000 

GamrenyfMreksJ 27100 

Non*ay{Kran«1 

115480 

Bdglum{Franca) 

559000 

Grosce(0rarfraQ 4225000 

PortupaKEacudosJ 2712500 

CreredrtDoflara) 

22000 

Honp KaKriDoflsns) 122500 

Spefo(Pesfltas) 2275000 

Cyprus(Poiteds) 

09030 

Mandpurts] 

1.0180 

Sweden(Kitnai 

122700 

HoBandfOuBdaraJ 

3.0375 

•teiyftfrd) 

Jrt»»(rrtT) 

2012500 


Fktand(Marics9 

8.1700 

Mate(LM) 

05960 

United StttM^IWMra) 15915 


Liffe Financial Futures 


Cootract 


SfMUasrant HtgtVLore 

price for day 

ErfConte 

traded 

MM 

Lon&G* 

Goman Gut Bd 
fcrdkn Band 

Japan GM Bd 
abaiSteteg 

SWiEuonair 

SMtiEuidba 

SHhBmyen 

auoiBreewta 

3MiBOi 

FT9E1Q0 

FT^250 

ii 

is 

|S 

si 

Bn 

109-04 

T0027 

12775 

1Z7JJ5 

9537 

8308 

9673 

96.67 

8357 

93-46 

9928 

9787 

975* 

9589 

9581 

43032 

45645 

m 

100 66 
12508 

nq 

91«J 

9513 

9675 

96 SB 

3312 

8656 

gang 

«aa 

43215 

n 

1 0B-31 
100.18 
125S8 
1Z750 
S3 3+ 
■mrn 

96J3 

9066 

9ZSB 

9331 

8794 

9750 

9554 

95 JS 
42955 

seen 

216471 
92343 
1834 
20348 
Z7632 
zi as 
33718 
36826 
24829 

D 

32668 

23013 

945 

484 

13822 

11 

- '179271 
Z5S0B3 
109598 
rda 
122227 
90214 
231501 
106527 
109398 
67404 

nlk 
40155 
23501 
0B3 . 
4877 
60951 
4839 

Liffe FT5E Index Option 




SeUtanrant prie* 4289 

ctoafog oflBr price 


CM/Put 

Serin 


4200 

4230 

4300 

4sn 

Totai/wifo 

Apr 


96/12 

HV24 

3CV46 

12/79 

-- 

May 


. 144751 

110707 

81788 

577115 

-- 

Jun 


180778 

14&S7 

narii7 

94/143 

— 

JU 


211/33 

175/109 

147/132 

120/1 SB 

iitftei 

BmfoS (Vberrrt) Gn ofl (S/toru») WTl 


Protect! t 

estate^ 

re 59Cpm *chgYr^o PE c fore “Cho 

Opm 

SpotCFNWEuope 

May 1518 tail 

Apr 16250 +050 May 

1950 

PranUMndad 

1967200 

Jim 1133 +a09 

May 1642 +150 jun 

1950 

Nqptrlha 

181/188 

Jti 1540 +002 

Jua HE25 +050 

1950 

EC Good 

167/189 

Vat: 42m krtmcT754 Vat: 

rertaUtaaipitaiudw MwatapKW* 

19822 Aug 

Mawto.MlL Baa 

19.70 
■ nua 

HewyRjal 01 
Kkacaitopcm tt 

83*4 

££±2 


Commodity Indices 



Baaadrti 

+Spot 

ackgDta 

ai Dae 

YTD 

Ytaape 

Indai 

1970=100 

187.07 

•051 

21856 

•1359 

21456 

AgriadBnl 

1970-100 

252.74 

•056 

23153 

+950 

30256 

Energy 

1983-100 

64.74 

-KJ.08 

8556 

•2450 

7554 

MtalUrtah 

1877-100 

17520 

+042 

18578 

+557 

18558 

Uvwteck 

1970-100 

18957 

-0.12 ' 

191.03 

-051 

19000 

Predouj MetBtel9733lQ0 

444.17 

+0.07 

46564 

-4.18 

60597 


GSCIInScM 

SehgYr 

-1291 
-16.41 
•1*30 
-507 
-0.17 
-1239 




Industrial Metals 


London Motel Exchange 


Stan Cosn 

3ffl0B 

Vakina 

LME Stocks 


ehg 

Atanrtsn HQ 

1SS45-S55 

1569.090 

66344 

B4457S 

+ 

2675 

Aturdtean Afloy 

1445050 

1475590 

1455 

71640 

. 

200 

SB** 

2357.0-59 

2305009 

39685 

167125 


8*75 

8475-9 

65051 

10631 

107875 

+ 

1025 

McM 

735060 

7480-70 

16461 

4855B 

T 

120 

Tin 

674060 

5770-75 

4428 

10035 


30 

Zinc 

12395-405 

1264595 

39445 

445025 

• 

1425 

SsOfomont Oorwanlon E/5 

8/Dm 

S Pf 

St** vataMW & change m 

■bangs rare; 15226 

1.7179 

128.56 

nmaaiaiTweBAcrt 



Precious Metals 




SpiokaSwv- 

s A 

PR*Ab S £ 

Coins 

s 

£ 


Platinum 36575 2395 

Piter* an 15700 9575 

Steorspor 47700 29995 

GoWBrfn 347.60 21400 

Britannia 

BritenrtaOoz 

BribrrtaOScz 

BritamtalOoz 

370 

190 

94 

41 

228 

117 

58 

25 

Krutfrands 

Sow 

Notates 
Maple Leal 

347,3592147221 
8191 5056 
36&/381 225235 
354/370 21&<228 

Agricultural 





CMS 

Cocoa Cotee 

Brnmr 


Pterion 

PotaKna 


UfFE Mm UFFE Stans UFFE C/km LIFFE Ctana ATA OunOOkg 


Mar 972 • Mar 1580 May 3300 

May 990 May 1583 Sop 9500 

AJ JU 1593 S i5 

Vofc 7306 Vtt 4177 Vofc S3 

«Hs9spw Freight «M 

LIFFE Stem UFFE snutpr UFFE Stare 

May 312.70 Mar 1500 May 9850 

& SS & 1530 Jul *** 


Apr 44.00 Apr 7.30 

May 66.00 Stay 890 

Jun 74.00 Jin n 40 

Vofc 203 Vofc 322 

Com 

caor 


HMa 


Ccns/tuhel 

Sad 


247 


Vbf B482 Indy r 1442 

Other Softs 

&PT 8£frf"S££ 

May Gotten pif) USconl/to 

<nq Wool Acwrt/fco 

May Rubber* Mcarrrtqj 


8755 

1200 


May 299.50295.50 2S550 

Jul 30225297.25 298.00 

Sop 291.00-207.00 28750 


1090 

1436 

7145 

uiq 

2935 


Mljf&U Soya OH HJlOOka inpp 

UerfApr Coconut OB |t)S/tenne 7300 

inq SurftowerOao Sterne inq 

StajUd Ftapneed OBSR/ioOkg 10325 

Mar/Apr Ground** 04 Stem 940.-2 |i 


Latest Unit Trust Prices 


AW AMRO MnteUd 


ZSSJB 


^roiore wto.M*c c Bras" 

iSqficDM TOTS Sail 


21 jo 
ma id 

321 ID 




to* 01 rs TUBS 

TTt Warn n TfciHlilTl TmIi ■ 

cipSfSSiSS* 6 tSSV 



(acmuK&i Min 

SMamnadSWgn 

grew M—nfo-n Ha— at um. saw 

T* nn-nmaooo Da** oWy: rnn-mt» 

ras, 







HSaCUn* TnM Mrasawnt LW 

iae* IMA MBS eoATWMtareaninM 

k tssr m » 3m * aD r$ * s «"nr*„r 

MMtaMHCtegiUpmM 
Ugd&QoM tur Mmpn) lid 



Ltereonk UATtnt Htenagara ut 



SlP fe £s OJB 



1KLHJ 1 -7B 
37*10 040 




“ i nform a tion professionals rank 
Fmandal Times I n for ma t io n as the most 
important UK business Information provider” 


Annual Busiaes Mxxnatxn Sanef 1996. 
Headland] 


financial Tunes Information provides onfine information 
from aver 5,000 business sources composing 43 m35oo 
documents, as well as a database of 35 nriUkm securities 
and funda m en t al data on quoted companies. 

Far more jaJbnnatxai contact Andrew Hunt on +44 171 S25 SCO, 
prenaiinfixficoBi Fra - free samples of cot services, visit curwebste 
bmn ttewwj n fo t fl ncm/ 


FT 


FINANCIAL TIMES 

Information 


ssaf&SB?^ ws m us 

»» 

a* Hie i-» 



A Q Stcarfln Unhad 

MUHMHtaited.CMMMGaiifl 


m ts 
j££ as 




Norton Hack IMDire Ud 
Mwa Here*. 8*9** Cbnlre, SmMi 
msHrtUwwi Tpa KB MQ'Tdaptaaa pi 91) 

tetad UWltte Mew* on 
rijSShw «T4» Stare « 


areslmsiArreeTrei «iaao 

■ssssr 



FT 


F1NSTAT - instant -PC access to Financial Times Statistical data. 

For further information, call Leeanne Gilliar at FT Information 

FiN ANCiA L times on +44 171-825-8430 or email: leeanne.gilliar@ft.com 


as SSS KB 

PMMWIMTtretaUtf* 
mtareortw.kM.Erere.nl an 
SMS Bans 



8m a Pieapv Soorklaa LW 

IH2 Vrerem RswtdksreoM. Bren mu 3U 





terttai Andrew taToi Mrs Ud 

TOBWM9D Cregfcrft Mr**. TO CD 



lUteUtaTnta. 

!EH1JW*W0SJS83 






forelteqlMlIrtl 

reorekire s* CMregt, e« mw 

Qwj fcg iarereres! oi si ias szn 

urea Su 





M 

into 

ir 

m 


wi 

1072 

m 


S 8 


Ttaw— Uta B resmis Ud 
tejnHrem,M QsrenSkW Lnrtan BUa i 
T ta Bir itad aqua D reAn u. hi 7i in am 
amwE-opoBd *4i «» 

Eurepren 


jtawIMI 

■VISA 


KttfnlMU 

tapreTw 

(tecunUMd 

UB* Dragon 

(Accunuraq 

rererOM! 

(tarenUMd 

ureSi 

MccvnUHM 


IUW 


fsr 


(taomUMH 
UK Alt Ore 
Item Uta) 
worn*' 
ttanUN 

WHwn rw 

Vteewn Uruol 49U3 

UKItaCre irere 

Itomltai) no 

UkUrtrCre mtm 

g yilfo l _ 177J6 

WSotawCtaW «M3 

IteoniUta) 1»ua 

Vtareokw 

SBbH"'***** 

Be* re ta flnkta) ta m sjdi 

fKU _ 1CS1JS uqx 

UKMreTadta) IOC l«42 


J.-J ^ 

MSM 383 to 

mas nog, 

ternra asaj j; 
nun ikvi 

toi^r iota 

rtJM 

mar jjlm 

1M.BC 1203 

IIM ISLrt 

03k IB 

rear Ba«3 

•314* I3» pi 

Knos S35JO 

JOSta 
MM2 334 IQ 
8541 tax: 

8010 

rei»4 

iraa re inui 

izua iai.fi 

in re 
3*75 
T3761 
1HM 
10541 
TODJB 
’0047 


W3 

*0 

•no 

003 




04 

04 

d)4 


<&3 

Oil 

OI0 

ai a 
oo .- 
not 


07(Q 

(tF7 


«*r 

* crecMdand 

* tai chrejp wtan uw said 

buy tannrely ’oflar* 

«• lormwly W 

* Non SH raeegrted tints « , 

c Captajchregeeppfcabia * ^ 

Afwraotatare ta talWTiwre and 

SFSsbbsb" 

5 nC f“i. b . p i^* d " SMuntay otShow <+ 












THE INDEPE NDENT^ URSt(AY in APPTT 


1997 


27 


sport 


* 1 * l:s< 


Tomba and Meehan on the upgrade 



U I 


Racing 

GREG WOOD 

Twenty-one runners stood their 
cround yesterday at the latest 
declaration stage for the Whit- 
bread Gold Cup at Sandown, 
|jvnica to most punters will 
mean two things. First, there is 
at least one decent steeple- 
chase to look forward to before 
the jumpers shuffle off to their 
summer quartets, but also, since 
Whitbread day on 26 April fea- 
tures the Thresher Classic Tri- 
al on its undercard, that serious 
re -education in the merits of the 
leading members of the tbree- 
year-ohl generation can be de- 
layed no longer. 

Indeed the start of the ma- 
jor Classic Trial cycle is less than 
a week away, with the Craven 


meeting at Newmarket due to 
open next Tuesday. In Ranee 
toe nm-fo to the Guineas starts 
at Maisons-Laffine tomorrow 
Wl “ “ e Pnx Djebei, for colts, 
and the Prix Imprudence, for fit- 
lies, in which last year's Cbeve- 
Jey Park Stakes wmaer. Pas De 
Reponse. will start her build-up 
to the 1,000 Guineas at New- 
marketon 4 May. 

Criquette Head, the filly’s 
trainer, wins the Imprudence — 
which returns to Maisons-Laf- 
nttc from now-defunct Eviy — 
wiffl such regularity that most 
other trainers have long-since 
decided to leave her to it So just 
riiree rivals, Psylla, fmia and 

Baraata, wfll line up against fts 
De Reponse tomorrow. 

It will be a major surprise if 
Pas De Reponse does not con- 
firm her reservation on the trip 


to Newmarket, and anyone who 
feels she is likely to become 
Mine Head’s fourth winner of 
the fillies* Classic might do well 
to step into the ante-post mar- 
ket today at odds of around 8-1 . 

The second trial cm the card, 
the Djebei, was won two yean 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAPtSoojanraa 
(Folkestone 3DC0 
NB: P fe ha mi ra 
(Hamaton4_20) 

ago by Pennekamp, the subse- 
quent 2,000 Guineas winner, 
and also marked the starting- 


campaign, bur the latest re- 
newal may have more bearing 
on Classics elsewhere in Eu- 
rope. 


British stables cleaned up in 
France's, major two-year-old 
events last season, and the 
Djebei may offer a preliminary 
guide as to whether that dom- 
inant wifi be catxied over to the 
Classic generation, with two 
British runners travelling to 
take on a four-strong borne 
team led by Alpha Plus (Andr6 
Fabre) and N ombre Premier 
(Alain du Royer-Dupre). 

Fantastic Fellow, trained by 
Clive Brittain, goes on trial for . 
the Poule cTEssai des Poulains 
(French ZOOO.Gumeas), while 
Brian Meehan's Tbmba has 
the German equivalent on his 
agenda. 

Meehan, a growing force in 
the training, ranks whose Lam- 
bourn stable is now home to an 
80-strong team, 50 ofwhich are 
two-year-olds, is unequivocal 


'*"tt I 7 j. , 


Hall leads McCoy back to the winner’s circle 


The champion jockey, Tbny 
McCoy, finally got back among 
the winners after Diamond Hall 
cruised away with the bumper 
at Chepstow yesterday. The 
Ulsterman had earlier drawn a 
blank on four Martin Pipe- 
trained favourites on his first day 
back at the office since being 
kept out for three weeks as a re- 
sult of concussion. 

"It ’a good to get a winner af- 


ter four beaten favourites and 
I would think Mr Pipe is tear- 
ing his hair out," a relieved Mc- 
Coy said. “It would have been 
an understatement to sav I 
would have been really sick" if I 
had to leave the course without 
a winner." 

McCoy now hopes for an in- 
jury-free run up to the end of 
the season to enable him to land 
the jockeys' championship for 


the second successive 


■e year. I 
had hoped to beat Mr Pipe’s to- 
tal of winners, but he has gone 
well clear of me while I was off 
for the past three weeks.” 

At Ripon, Bold Words grit- 
tily prevented John Gosden se- 
curing his fourth successive win 
in the Galphay Stakes. Gosden’s 
Handsome Ridge, owned by the 
footballer Darin Platt, had been 
sent off 1-2 to m aintain the 


trainer's stranglehold on the 
race. The win maintained Ed 
Dunlop's 100 per cent record 
from three runners, although 
the trainer’s Booled You later 
finished fourth in the maiden. 

That race was won in em- 
phatic style by the Sean Woods- 
trained Green Card, an entry for 
the 2^XX) Guineas who may not 
be seen again until the New- 
market race cm 3 May. 
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Jo.*m Wfc 




2JOO Summerville Wood 
230 Super Saint 
3 jOO Soofama 
330 Hover Gotf Star 


HYPERION 

4jOO Man! Gras 
430 Bubbly 
5 jOO Solder Cove 


gang o« a 5tt> fe#w using today- He a«s vrefl on a test surface. S to ne cu tte r went In 
owr tenter at uonner in December and on Mb Wofcertwnptai aa-weamer n Jaraniy but 
finished m the nick at Soutuml 16 dqs afterMRh. HwMw t is ft fnm tenflng hut 
has is shU a maiden under both nodes and has (o concede Soopma lOtx Stake Is arv 
otfier maiden but shoufden only 7ft 13b and mw pitt* the itfK one fcr the ftncasr if ft 
0MM0i. She fasted nm lergde dear of me #*d when fafag No Mom Haeale tfraa 
pans of a length too gxxl in a wo-ntor hem last Notomber on har final dart. 

: SOQJAMA 


GOING: Straps (wmc - taml to Firm (Finn In places); round coarse - Finn (Good 
in Firm in places). 

STALLS: Straight crone -sands side; round come- otmde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Lnw for Sr & Rf. h«h fur 7T lo 12f. 

■ Ktfda.haruL umhiLitinxiwmcmih a nnvmuTone ruriong. 

■ Course bt »ini W nf mnn n|T AID. W«nenhaa£ir Atdon (service from London, Charing 
Qnen.l arijouc- marc. ADMISSION: S!> (under- 16s fiwj. CAR mm- Free. 


330 


GILLINGHAM UMTED STAKES (CLASS F) £3*300 added 5ff 
Penalty Vahie £2377 

251430 MKraCBWnEtqgi)<Demla)|Kka]i4Ba Starta Dayar 05 B B 

00200-2 BEWIVB0DHE9M)CQnPtoALSBee1 BRa0nB9811 .T Spot* 4 


524913- HEVHtaoiFSURpaaXPKHawFtea^CUaTNBuSmnSeU teABfdaryS 

030630- MHIBM(USfaCISfanfCtaHfUpn(|Ata[liMatatfenM)8811 


J 


SK 


mcfNQ 

chanikl 


LEADING TRAINEES WITn RUNNERS: J LDnrfop- 15 winners from 40 nmnenfdve 
a Nwnre ratki ii( :17.Wi ami n iwuft to a SI kvH stake 0(529.51. M f> — — - 13 wm- 


060000- WUGEIHBK(n3(ZI3)(q(AiiftM0KCUrt«aBvaiNn481LJifteartst 

33000-0 TOliVS0UfiHro’(IlJ)(D)IEtoJSt*3EJWEbosfa04SS Jftd »7B 

354060 SOJffiSJffil (36) (D) Jit S SsmJetsj M Sartss « 8 8 HParhsnS 

-7 


WTS ST runmn. N.IFk. 422.S!}; G L Moore- I) winners, 88 numees, l&Stt, -421.65; S 
C WUUtm* - 7 wlnmTs — mmvTS, :U . 8 V +S3&24. 

LEADING JOCKEYS: G DnffleW - IS mimcrs. 98 jWw, >&4%, -£34.79; Paml Eddery - 
Id wiiukts SS runners, IH. 2 %, -SI 34; T Qmtan - 15 ntnnen, 108 rides. 109*. -£19.27; 
Dane OTriefll - 12 winners. (il rak*. lU.nt. iO- 88 . 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Nellie North i2JM). JoMe (2.00) (vtawedt, Heavenly Un 
WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Bean Teatnre (3.30) has been sent 231 taDes by B PaRng 
ftum t^mdanx-n. Snath ntunurpm. Aacnl Zander 13.00) 4 SaagAect (330) tax SIS 
mli».l«-M SSamvIcmllmin Usydwi, Somerset; RtvcrSehw (2.00) ft Soleflca. Dancer (4.00) 
-eat 21 ilmdc>h>'S<i KjjJghi bumWcM Hatch, SomencuSolAer Cove (6X10) sen 171 miles 
lr>’ Manjn Mnai: froHl SnWiin, BRuhinr, SlrTkalwr(2J)0) ft Attmdr (W»)»ent 168 mflea 
bv J L Harris Ih-ro EaawrO, Ldi’csuashlre; Gtaio. (3.00) nm 146 miles by JWMnlBna 6 pm 
WlKlunl-raim-Lake. Wihslnn-. • " " . 


E2] 


LEVY BOARD APPREfnTCE.H#NDICACj(^^SS G) £2075 . 

added Gf Penalty Value £2430 y- 

IV4042- VAX NEW im(lB8)[P51PSeprictte' Ate VardaheeHon Bee 4913 J» TMi h i« 151 - 

331J00- PHA«A0H^X»Y(lB3J(D)lPiT3rrdtec^a*)lPW«< 919 — . 

— Nb*i*«Cbhiii 1«10 

520000 DOJrtRlRaET MUOE [■£} (31)ID SatXldvN NB»VOrilart»^ai 1W 49 10— — 

■ ■ W E 

503500- NOME NORTH 1198) vBecAPyCGreeiwooiDGMlOMT 4910 ~R9ft®ataa.p) OB 
j*3aw BONSECIWOIBl4ftWOJNa^BrtTNii«*n5fllD_Jfte»aHllMd»«M 

500960- BYSHRUf (Bt}(313)tfiddeDa«SlSDaa4 930 ■ 

305201 ASTRALWWDOl(B£)tMlW»ISSaMle«M&lMte599 . 4jfcCar* r3y 

015000 TBffi FOR TtA nreuiffl « WCymn C 0pg<99 

• • — I-ILW I Mft ire ftbml d a s la ^ l If thmfctt ^QQ — f Hy 7 




4 

5 

6 

i 8 WDUHI lost r«i\ itn Iw-t( v*«i V. m — 

■9 020063 SC4WEHU(W(IftWg^Shal|»Kftate<9j _ .- 

10 553KS? iaWAWES(I78)<M*JWttChMBaJmGGart»aw»B49i* 

|M . I, --I .I, . ■ ■ I ™ 

u 03.W0 Km SEX <TR) 11 A}P*S Gwy vaheai S KH jfe 59 3 —. 

I? 001 60S WSTER RfUDOt (10) (D) fftodec. Pare&Kb E W«fer 5 92 

13 300COP R«(»)miR«»TonMwrtlWtf»5W RPMpi792_ 

14 510230 as TASKER [B) (ft tlFOMfceftJ LHam s992 _ -- -- - -rrr 

15 31NSG3 SlflWERVKIE wore U4j Par rel pM OOnqf39 0 

16 004500 ffRUS Ftawe 8 B U 

BOTTOM; 9.1 Aaoal Iwadar, 7-lSodhaliy. 6-1 PbamVa-hij. Bon SaoaL Sir Ihato; DM..IW- 
North. Summecvflle Wood. 13-1 others 
1396: Dcnft V* ih) 5 9 U A Latoron 11-2 IG L Moore) 16 ran 
FORM GUM 

.emu ■j V ADH»a 3 ram'a? 0 -lsumnsalnaijftoe 6 » 6 r( 7 T)seflerafenrt®naBJ,mal*« 

um. i srennmr down a ftatong in dctancs m® nt* mcorjuontenca /moaairwBtw on 

VteotL «r4® w* ^ ^ 


3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

BEITBM: 11-4 Hevar BoK Star, 4-1 Nlfirt^ 9-2 hmya 6 nb f&p, 5-1 Baaa Vefltara. Wage N»- 

Bn. 8-1 Poftr Qo^fljr, 14-1 So«hset 

1396: Rndy Braue (USA1 6 9 0 A Vfofcm U-4 QAes Gay Uanyt T on 

- form sure 

BEAU VENTURE nans out apin qulctty aftar chehrg home Meranl h a 22 -rumar race at 
N o mnj w m on Tuesday and can ff> one better. Bryn ibanffs nine >w -o40 was hamg Ns 
ftat ouOng since December at the Mkfland track and, «Me he hsd no chanoe wMi B» wv>- 
ner-hevaKbeaan 1 bwlan 0 hs~aaaconoedrighimBiostonB(inchitng'mBn(ingal- 
lounceL Beau UatftrabBavmd record owriheyeiaaL waning die Ihs of Ns ddtvfeaonai 
to data viher trefered Rands 1 m m NsjMrito days In 199a The Be^an challengar 
Myaatia was beaten less dsn a lenedi Lift Bey here last June on his sagie start lav 
year and cm a 0 dn figure despise being without a oca since. uMe Hawsr Oolf Star has 
an even longer ahsanceiD moreome, tie last reca berngiahena tar-letiMh dM to Spender 
on Eqoftadim idaRlMdlsayav. Howaw, tNslsnotthagavBKorRafeasand Joe tagm's 
chwEe,a«BwtmtfiarsuiftceonNsprecat 8 riestew,mi^itp«MiBeau vsntuB’stouffv 
ev rival, horya Qrab IflrawS certainly not W dvtxigh lack of fitness, hawng had ID races 
on the U n paid Eqctaack tNs year, wtnnmgino, the Mest when unplaced to ApoSo Red 
orr thoUrtgfield Cqdoack last Fdctay- “ tdsrtfcr BEAU VENTURE 

i*itn.-.l \-i- nT>i 

OARTFORD MADEfl STAKES (CLASS D) £4300 added Un 
4f Penalty Value £3^06 

lECUBNECXpn (Ms B SheW P Money* 9 12 F McCabe (% 5 

UHB 6 tTRB*lY(USA) e>ahrtC Deyer4 912 IDSOttHS 

VCTOR BUM {USA) ff ON RosaW C Hajan a 9 12 HMai 

4S23G PS1BB1 M0HT (170) (D GCJuson) S t*w49 7 JftMafi 

«■ dUa»GMNCai(U7)fttaanyMe«(0SKng(497 tuavltu 

lA 0 RELSfflBt(llSA) (G HemoorJ MrsAftnaCS 86 IRaMB 


LS3 


525S WWOORAl^E) 025PerekGnasortJCU1re386. 

6 RMSWlflrpftWMerza)»aaro)386 

0- MfaiCM.BUI»(a03)SIU(^)CQiKr3ai 

-fldadsaad- 


_PVBMaqf7 

MEddaqf 2 




BETTWG: 64 Hand ftas, 5-2 Preodar MgK, 6-1 Rare Talaat, 13-1 Mjsflcal Wand, 12-1 Vldar 

Bbrew Laarf Saahac 16-1 adMtc 

1996: StoisK (U 3 8 7 K (May 154 (J L Dudopi 14 tan 


MARDI GRAS can put some ttappoiralrg (Assays hen nd him in a race vrtikdi looie pret- 
ty poor ew fora maiden. Trained by John Dunlop, who has made a good start TOtheseo- 
930, ItertS Gas shaped most fraTiJnety after a stow start i«(f ehen 17 ©Morea 

m a useful Noetkay maiden M Augusc fcaow^mth a dose second to Home Alone when 
odds on owr e mfc at Goodwood (good » firoi). Mam Gres faded whan a lust tmourita v 
SaUbuiy an Ms only eahar JiMovie start but both disc and Ids unplaced Haydodt llm 3S 
120 yds) run on M return were wWi cm In the grand and he ahoUd apprectata the Itet 
amftce today. Furthermore, die ftit ay « tide trip dwuld mat Premier Nhgittfiov re d some 
promts as a twpyear-oM. IWstmga three-end -a-had »ngn iumerup Defend Chertotte 
CondByetSdftbury In June end thtaj bafenriRodcflngan at UngOM the foiowng month and 
Ms iBViacad Chepstow eltort was on sod sound which prebafey dkl not sut Rare Went 
was easy to back when unplaced to MhhrMt at Doncaster on Ms singe start so tar and 
most progress tor the wpanonce. rnfe i .tl o ir MARCH GRAS 


EC dose rf fit enomJi to this, fes ms appearance g 

r^o]?ri CHWHAM CLABWW STAKES (CLASS F) £3300 added 3YO ^ 

|2-30] 5 f Penalty VahM £2^277 ^^rb t&Z 

1 H0M05- vrUAOSB«(RBtM«^JR^ RC »*^ e£££bt 

^S^JSSSStlSS^iE^ 

gggmgast sijg a 

SS 

wSS Swgfro (47HP) u J eno^i j 




5 'iM — zzJSSSB 

30 OW-W) WNC2 100 (475(D) UJBns^nja^sy- 

emwr- 7J l*/*eA « VMM* **> Ml »«««« top"***. 7-1 *#B Wm. \* 

aSSSSSSSB! >: U.TQ^S^Ramam.S* 

hanf sfc 64b more favourable terms. The a teym, M Sw ftan re 

n Ooober and meets idw^ this year, fwshed last o< U ® Swecal In a Mrs* 
dm» wrws « dm esed owe « chare* bad gme and dSs 

Mp re Munphrn on E.uter^ a C*We scorer last AugsLwSI he *ha better ferteDorV 

b o muen ^ ^ - hs first eppew anoe since ^ 

here.-. 

pyKHl GRWESEND HANDK»P (g^SS E) £4^125 added lm Tf 

“«a#SSE=sSi 
S SSB^^eassts-” 

Bvmep 7« 42 l 


TRIVYCOlMCflJLOfr MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4^00 
added 3YD fif 188yds Penalty Value £3^69 

54 BUaua4)OotfSret«*0JDu*p9O MEddaqr4 

DO MUMMMy(15}(PAIM0Gl0fc9O 1 Dote (7)1 

PURFtE fiURE Oha BbSMnates PBroshO) J««<*jsi9Q ,T«*b3 

0D )MKOFAKnER(lB9ntUlce1him0CncttWM9O IRtMB 

60 MAGMA{33)(WJdaAftg)SWMrre89 Daw Was (7) 5 

5- ESWU8>tU^pa9IOnMeyM^WH«gB89 RCsdnaea 

BETTMC lUOUft, &4EStarp, 7-1 lABra Ssy. 61 WkR of A PMjer. 14-1 Prepto Ifat*. ID 

1. 

199ft4arteon Jarir 3 8 9 A McSone74 0 H M Gcsdartf 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Btffl 8 Uf looks anotfMrrrinoer far The JMm Dmlop-Pat Eddery comfen a acn, which fcasso- 
MBtcd wrtti Manlf Ores. Bubbly dd not do baMy or Ms soaferyjuwrte adampi m taahlqg 
SRhbehindBBreeQVKemptpninAuetBtandhemsAWonMfletihalMshadernm- 
nmg green whan fourth behnl Sr Talbot at Ureaster a tortrt^tt a#> on his (Wren. E Sharp 
fated » five up to hertafl home reputation vdien mawng har debut a Hoydock Ian May. 
comme hotqs only Uth crfsfcc to MoCy Drummond a Heydod'. with odds a( 15-8 laid on. 
Thet was ESharp's on^ appearance but she rfegt be the one to faOcte home In a 

* ^ BUBBLY 


5DO] 


1 B0LUNCCR CHAMMSNE CHALLENGE SERES HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) (FOR GSrtLEMAN AMATEUR RIDERS) £4^025 
added lm If 148yds Penalty Value £3448 

000300- wung®p52)(OnasherPR8iwrdAaeaT012(l MrCRm»|4)S 

3QUD8 HKtMN(l»gpUSc(udsl 4 Soun 9 NnWridatBe 0 >alM 6 lllO 

_j*VlMaaM(4)i 

300-1® CWSSrO«BF(BR0WJiSlu*SJ'M«B41110 MrJtfaMteymU 

12-4530 MMDfC 9 RQ (51} EC)CB Shred J Jertte 7 11 9 DrUHortehS 

230018 ROHAN RE& (USA) PJ) (D) (K H®cnl 6 L Itacre 6 11 8 Hr 1 Monja. {4) ip 

464532; iUJ3tWSBCP^S[lg4)TOfD«Httalif»Stel^rtnglfe3l5Baiey4U 7_ — 

- ; : -- — UrHltedwl 

00-1404 ffiEWRUnMBy(M){HBail4xBon)PMMy5117 MrMftHwe(4)7 

122301- ARCWr WH Bandog JL ten* 4 11 6 HrJHwdatmm4 

481111 SOUABt COW (UGAKlRIladyjwodReotR 048 Afenjii Matte 7 10 416 CGcaaar 11 


18 Q21004- DAUP«(pBB<18Dfa*s*aBwrt»V»kwort4S12. 

11 084© KM5TAUP«WFtotSrtSDw498— 

12 ooraff- F«wrSOW(783}O>rl*»(«P8aiBr507. 

13 FOOOOO aBSEXG0RSE(2ft(Ilmten«d)Jla«697. 


-134MM- 

ififart Oat Set Bb. ftasec Gone 8 K Ub. 


J*7HoCarOr> 
-HrJGdAHH (4) 12 
_J*0HePtaiW8 
J*rTttte*«2 



Urahwn wafgH: Sa Tfc. True hare*^; 

BETTONb 64 Setter Core, 6-1 Montow, ROMM Rad, 7-llstedL 8-1 Ctessy OW, Aftrtvt D> 
nm Arofc 164 attere 

19 SK SB 9 MI BSnri 8 10 10 Mr P Son SI P R VUber) 14 nm 
RMMOUDG 

MONTiMg. one of several of tits field w 4 » hare ratad a ni -we n th cr oacte. won set races 
In 1996, five id them when ridden by today's (Mol Michael MannWi who as also In o* 

sadde whan dre se wn joa r-oM were fei on Eqiftraek in Fetmaiy. Due. Mortcne finbhetl 
Med ofl or Hs mum tn n*f at Unweld a fortndit sster Ns Host access fire that seemed 
too bad to be tree aid fit hast fewred. SoMwr daw has fiaan m ctactog tom. fandftg 
fes Ml Tour a» - three sdlere and a dafawr. He has a gxxi ndar in Chris Bonner aid 
shouti Si dose. ABstam Express had Moraona about daee tenths adrift Ifl fcliith Rtieii 
twviMftzBfettshaadapEqiilOacklnNoverntwrbuthasnatbeenQutBncasndthesi- 
teetkm Is tedad TO nan that twm around. Araaftr Mshed nefund Albtas Express (IhW) 
fa M»M*S Em*™* Idea last October sod has not own os since wm«st Wofcnharapton 
me Mtowfag mond?. Roman H^l bowd In by four tanghs on Equttack on his peretemaiB 
rua but Mshed nearer last dan fiat » flirt «afacs nsrtsi*. Sefadtorc MOAfTWiff 


about Tomba’s chance tomor- 
row. “He'd be one of our bet- 
ter three-year-olds,” the trainer 
saidyesterday, ‘'and he’s going 
to France because we think 
he’ll win.” 

Victory would certainly noi 
be a surprise, since Tomba im- 
proved throughout his busy 
seven-race campaign last sea- 
son, which concluded with vic- 
tory in a Listed event at Evxy, 
while Meehan's string has been 
in good form from the first day 
of the turf season, when he sad- 
dled the juvenile Blue ridge 
Dancer to win the Brocklesby 
Stakes at Doncaster. 

“It’s hard going,” Meehan 
said, “you've always got to keep 
imploring, but we've consis- 
tently done okay and we're all 
enjoying it" 

So much so, in fact, that he 


can even reflect in positive 
mood on the length or so which 
separated Tumbleweed Ridge 
from victory in the Lincoln and 
bis trainer from collecting on a 
lucrative win-double launched 
the previous week by Mr Mul- 
ligan's victory in the Gold Cup. 

“It was,” Meehan says with a 
philosophical air which most 
punters would struggle to 
match, “dose enough for us to 
be pleased.” 

The serious money in the 
2.000 Guineas market yesterday 
was attaching itself to the for- 
tunes of a horse trained by an- 
other of the younger generation 
of trainers, Peter Chapple- 
Hyam. Ladbrokes cut the Man- 
ton trainer's Revoque, the 
winner of two Group One ju- 
venile events in France last 
season, to 9-2 from 11-2 for the 



Meehan: Still Improving 


first colts' Classic That puls him 
within striking distance at the 
head of the market of the 
Godolphin candidate Shamikh, 
who will not return to Britain 
until shortly before the Guineas 
meeting. 

2,000 GfriDMs (Newmarket. 3 May) Ud- 
■Moktt: 3-1 StamOdi. 3-2 Rcwque. 8-1 kv- 
dsaeeL 1 2-1 Entrepreneur. Puua. 14. i 
Poteen, Cape Cress. 1S-1 kHereai Pursuit, 
Zamntar. 2 O-l fa Command. 25-1 2a-lm. 
33-1 ottwre. 


HYPERION 

220 Badge 250 Barrasbo 320 TROPICAL 
BEACH (nap) 3^0 Risky Whisky 420 Mshbnara 
450 Turgenev (nb) 


615000- PRB30USOM.(MB)ee}©)DUollaOJ9ll 

... — JH— iHo Batt mt 

060062 SAH0P0)ABatef497 DMMgRtS 


04(50*3 TROMCALBEACH D4)(Q{D}J Bruy 4 9 iCliMttcr [7) 14 

OEXM4- B0U>SIRSE7(14ft(D)6MMMre793 AOAa»2 

„ 500064 SCUMMED Ufa (D) MDoCs693 G Carter 23 B 

10 000-131 NEEDt£IWCH(24)(D)J JONei490 XIMeyU 


GOING: Soft (Good u> Soft tn pfeceu). 

STALLS: 5f.M- for tele; Im-tntide; Jm4f. Im5f- samfaade. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Wgb /or Uand fit 

■ Sfth-band nndularirfa coante with peer-shaped loop. 

■ CbasebNoricnRion B7071. BamftnnWca awion (renlee 
from Glsapcno) lm. ADSOSSU^frCMiSn^ Grandoandandnad- 
doctST (£4 forQAPs, dietbMA audreu.410 for euopleul; ac- 
ooeopanled andor-IGs tree a0 cndonscs. CAKPAEK: Free. 


11 000006 HWBrSIWSCALBfatfa ENSon58l3 J Fortune 1 

12 01)0040- IISTDtaiESiSOUtf) (254) (CD) U& L 58 12 

- ICanaiSa 

13 01020- SMOKEYFaDMCAPlAW (224) (Cfa J JONed 38 12 


-B(k4Baid9 


14 30311-4 RBURN OF AMfa Q4J I BeTel 3 S 10 — 

15 012-510 SMAFl(XS)(faJCari 8 U> 





BUNKERED PHOT TUB: None. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG- DISTANCE RUNNERS: Captain Brady (3-&01 hasbcco 

age 399 mflea by W G M TWntar from Corton DcrUomi Somerset. 


18 120000 UJNCHPflRTf C14)D»tJnk586_ 

17 320000 snraBUKKP3faDM)fa)586«. 

18 533013 RRSI Ufa TO (Bf) M W Easffirty 585, 

-lRdedared- 

BEITlifa 7-1 SMIo.BAlieaiteMfaee.niitt.lMamflf Aten, 10-lDrop- 

leal Beacb. 12-1 Uba Beet, 1*1 ottos 


330 


Z20 


CALDER APPRENTICE SERES HANDICAP 
(ROUND 1) (CLASS E) £4/125 added lm 

1116-42 UHS BABY (22) (faj L^m4100 SBWdteyfflA 

403000 TNEN0reZ(21)(Uk«eter4B12 JMoA<teyp)l 

221232 RAMB0WAU2Bt(5)fCfaDNanDs599, 


DUNWAN {QUALIFIER) MEDIAN AUCTION 
SIAKES (CLASS F) £3,500 added 2Y05f 

1 R SK 7 WI SKYtmtfa JBeny&4 6 Carter 3 

0 CAraiH BRADT (19) WGM Timer 9 12 —DSwaaoey (5)2 

0 MR(UO$WRCH(19) DMcfettS12 Afcx&eanl 

6 MKAtADY{lQDMceas87 Dwren HolUt (3) 4 

033 RE7BMBB A1MKeap87 k Fated 5 

C Rutter 6 


4 SOUWTlASS(l^PEnJ8S87. 

-6 dectarsd- 


_CKfta Bates (fa 14 BU lMGi 


4 520210 BE5r0FAiL(X24)p)iBBiy596 CLmrtbcr{fal3B 

5 iftTffa UVEFRafinrCU)(0|MJalKan592_NRteteail 

8 160443- CAWORO (Ufa (D) G Wring 4 B 13 FIkate<5)15 

7 041002 RUMMG G^94 (14} n DM0CU6813 PDoalO 

8 031331 GADGE Ufa (fa A 80*6813 get .TEMMns 

9 020000 BFIBCKCfa(CSj NBpn*5B7 AatbowBonlB 

10 06000 BOOrcUqRUCNftr383 HeaatetteaRS 

11 moan VHSE7(4faJ*n Benyd BO RSteftRlB 

12 430550 RAJTIEG4) Dttcten 4 T U A«efa(tetey(3)2B 

13 033800- TEEMnTAIICH(27B)JGatta5710 PBnteey^B 

14 400000 HUTCME5 LADY ( 8 ) (CD) R IftWAar 5 7 ID 

- leany Benson (3) 8 

15 025000 ROBMLHHAK {16} B Eteon 5 7 ID RWte8toc(S)7 

IB 004103 PO Hi n ES OH«EBPIMBrtBfa671DJ)>law^i(5)12 

-lfiteetete- 

MhfcMR«e0r 7 h JDa. True fanfcvm&C ftfife 7a lltx 
7U 7B. HUftte Lscv 7a fie. FateWKter 7* 5ft Pvt* Stefa at 1X6. 
BEIIlMb 7-a RMfte WMUr, 61 Gtete, MNi Baby, 7-1 Bart nf AA 6 
lCfafam, 161 ITmnfiH (Turn, 124. Rtefla. 24-1 ottera 


RUqr WMriqr, 7-2 Sotaay tarn, 61 Captain Body, 7-1 
Ante Ufar. 61 Ftey Brigg.261 Mr tari teMcfe 

j A Oft ! GLEN UMTTED STOKES (CLASS F) £3^00 
lZ”J added Un 4f 

1 636051 SPOT APPROVAL (12) (D)P fcK5 4 90 CRUttBf 3 

G/QX/2 SUN MARK (fa UsAS«teSrti6813 GIWhUG 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 


521250 1UW0l£(187)MsMRewtty88l3 ACteBoe2 

122220 BTOOm TERRACE {IBfaCBDMh 4 8 12 — LCbareaefc6 

1 MSHAMHA (94) g>) 7 D E&itn 5 B 12 -K Barley 4 

040400 SHARAF (IBS) (fa W Ml* 4 3 12 IWemerl 


KV55V F8BKH PRflKCT (B32) MsS OaSnrne 5B 10 

DeaaMcKaoiMi? 

" 7 dcdsfffid ■ 

BETTltft 94 MteaM^ 7-2 Stela ApprarM, SI StareL 61 Son Mart, 
Tumpoia, 61 Bkteiaini Tcnaca, 12-1 Raneb Prefect 


2,50 


4w50 


SPRMGHELD RATING RELATED MADEN 
STOKES (CLASS f)£3£00 added 3K>Jm 

005004 BARRE5B0 (ID) C Fartus B 0 K Fated 3 


.BDMteUB 


1 005004 BARRESBOpfaCFtewBO 

2 08000 (J01«EDOE(3faJJ01ill90— _ 

3 400 KYSAUARBID (iSfa AMfaCtend 90 MBfaSTil 

4 006 PtBKHASRB POWER £147) HCa»ap«i90 — 8 Drama 5 

5 0500 WUSnP{U)JBeny90 ,Q CaterS 

8 54022 FEARU9SSKnX(4faCTftsni>n811 — Daan McKeotai 2 

7 53604r. SIH 1 N GO (181) Us J Ramatei 8 ll IArbm4 

8 S0O2:TTaXMTMA(ftWBtexuna811^ KDarie»7 

-StecMred- 

BErmt 3-4 Slap N Go, 61 Tycoon Tfea, 62 Fmkai Staaac, 61 Por- 
dwrinGPmmr; 61 Batwbo, 12-1 Fatter Btta, 161 others 


CHATELHERAUU HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
I £4,500 added 4YD plus lm 5f 

226QOO CO6MHMBAKE(21)ltaslfen3a41D0— ..JCanriU 
403630 M5tERASreCID(lft|CfaMJofeHsn4100JlltaKrl8V 

031200 TUtG8EV(lfaRtewnan8913 Jl Bateman (5) 4 B 

321404. 1RlBr(17S)GFttatfc4 911 AQtemeU 

560600 LORD HASTE ( 8 ) (CD) CTtarKm 998 0 Pears (5 17 

154000 R0SSEL(8}PM*Brti4 96 lfeaaM(fa3 

K42S5 SEAF8EH»M(U)GBaUre696. 


JDriMMSV 


04211)0 COIgASS POBtIBt |41) J Eicace 4 96-D 9— Unfar (5) 13 

3180QFO BRUHOR (2fa D Uotbo 6 9 5 Darren UnSEte (3) 9 V 

-R UR*i 6 


3.20 


DA/IE COOPER MEMOfBAL HANDICAP 
(CLASS D) £5000 added 6f 

1 Q2200 NDCUCWS{15)DMM41D0 AterftamK7 

2 050800 KASSANT(SG)(qRUctelar4lOO IAk*4ey(7)ll 

3 000000 577USH HAYS (156) Ofa J Peerce 5 ID 0 — 8BanM17 

4 3-11250 IURABSrC12)(CfaPtttesm59U MtemarBB 


ID 426000 HARDIDVEPfa JEjre595. 

11 515100 HES B7TMNG6(21) MrsJ RariBrtn 492 — IRrtuela 

12 043300 KAHBMACl5to%5SinUl4 92 KM*7 

13 210056 SHARP COMMAND (79) PEoles4B 13 C Ratter 15 

14 121-230 !BGHIH0FFAIC(27)mJHeBtetDn6812-KDteayl4 

15 016100 NQRnBN MOTTO Ufa J &tte 4 8 10_J)a«n MeKanan 5 

lfi 000526 TWRNTOUN ESTATE (14) Mann Tatuaer 4 B 7 

JMaObmll 


17 054033 PHBJBST® ttesLFWan587 — 
lfi 000550 8HEBI0RE (73) M Harmond 4 S 5- 
-Ml 


.NKeanariylB 

GDulSeU 32 


BERMB: 61 Sea Freedom, 61 He*> Got Vlfla&, 12-1 tester ksQtdn. 
Titey. late Hated. Phltelit. Onapaaa Poteto. 14-1 atbare 


5 3HM>28 FDOTOfa PKE (22) Ms R Henflenon 16 10 6.. 


HYPERION 

2JU>CharflePlarrotZ40M^orDuTdee3LlOCre- 
don 340 Honey Mowit 4JD Cruise Control 4-40 
Iron N Gold 5^0 Absolute Limit 


JlsR Henderson 


035014 PAVLOVA (26) R FtoaeT 10 0. 
P6£832 Wf IT OFF Ufa JGONei 8100- 


GOINS: Good to Ptrm (Finn fa ptocw). 

■ Le&tand hurdle caoret; fapir*w>f-dtfil chase course. TT^hi dr- 
cnK, not sunahle for lorg-itridlng horses. 

■ CVaow is 5 of vlBagc ac jonKion oC A27 and A27. Bamhain sta- 
tkm (Britton . Porttenontii line) 2m. ADMISSION: Oob EJ2; 
Jtariar Qub (12 lo 16year-aWs) 52, under 12s tree; Taaerealte 
58 (accompailed ondor-lG* tree}: Sflwr Wng54. CAB PARK: 
Picric area 54 pte 54 for each occupant; remainder free. 


8 3-24243 MA5IBtCaBlr|3fa{CD)UlssLBNem00 

_ ^ — 

ASttnite Mtyic 10a. Ih* fisndcap nagfes: Fmtota 9a 13B. La/ 8 OS 9a 
9ft Abate Qmay 9s 4*. 

BETTMft 7-2 SaOv H, 4-1 U9 It DO, 9-2 Change Tim Aatft, 61 Cre- 

tea, Pmteva. 7-1 Nattw Venture, ID-1 others 


3A0\ 


BUNEBHSD POST UME: TeOow Dnfoa (440). Iran N Gold 
(4.40) (stored), Batfl (6.10). Teat Chieftain (6.10>. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: None. 
LONG-MHEANCE KDNNERSC FlddBcre PBre 16 IO) & Brown Rob- 
ber (4.10) hare been aera 1 76 miles hy Mrs R Henderm from M- 
ty Gale, Dante 


| TUSCAN NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3000 added 3m 3f 

1 45154 HOtCY MOUNT (121) ti Walker 6 31 G 

2 44MPf5 SIDOOC{lS)CMann7 HO 

3 UOOGP5 IOBOV REVENGE (21) Rftne 6 110 DVSnftan 

4 00086 C0IMS1 ATOM (1ft kfe A Entraps 6 10 9 EChMe 

5 03P243 KATUN MAGK (12) T Casey 6109. RDanmOjr 

-6 


BETTWG: 4-5 Majdfa Made, 1W Naaay IfaBL 61 QenteM, 7-1 Kibtfi 
,18-1 


2JX) 


PONTWELL PARK SELUNG HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS G) £2/400 added 2m 6f 
UDyds 

23S33P CHAflUE PARROT (29) WPpe 71110- — —APlfcCoy 
05FF4P MCX THE DREAMS! (12) (fa W Tuner 1211 ftRDBBMofar 

450302 ROGERS All 0fa P£ads 10 11 3 DGte^nr 

4005P5 Rsau»(ii)pntewseiou! sf» 

0005 ACROSS TIE BOW P9) A Dun 7 10 6 GTbrreqr 

40UUGP TUGTDIS PORaOCR(lS) BMmscrHoiWCDnG 1D4__. 

— - - - - - - A Ibuninn 


Xi?)) SOVER SHADOW NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
JL__U E) £4y200 added 2m 3f 


7 0SF04O BAXLDRD PRBKE (ID) (CO) lteJEae9101 


B 500058 MDVRCKC0L0NNAK(19) (Cl MUfaerlO ID 



1 PPF55P BaiSV*OODCfaADun8112 ! 

2 PRPR-PF BBGHT SEASON (U) J Aaten 9 11 2 JJKmpfa’B 

3 P2TOJ m o wn ROBBHl (IS) R Htmtesan 9 11 2 Blreten 

4 ammo CHAra. IBARRAS PS) UssKGeoi^8112 PHkfc 

5 4P6P33 CRUSE CONntOL (U) R toe 11 112 DOSdBwn 

8 POWtO RU0FnBCRS(U}jaifaer9U2 D Hurls 

7 03P-P SUKER JOHN US) T Casey 6 11 2 Alteretan 

8 4S0RPF CANIHXA{16) JUrinsSU 2 SCWanV 

9 0M6SF ELL CEE (IB Ms P loansey 7 10 13 Derek Byma 

-BtecWred- 

BETTMGS 6-2 Onto Oaobal, 61 Fte id Tricks, 61 fcatedya, 84 Gta>- 
oar Mre, Btobo Robber, 14-1EB Gee, 161 otter* 


9 m> HISHKM 1 EADSI (57) C Vteeitan 6 10 D . 

10 FRXW HCHrtXWET BOY fBBZ) T lfcG 0 «n 3 10 OJI I 

-mil belli - 

ABaAiun eeifnc lost Die nanofcap eefate AtekA OonvadB 9st 23ft 
Fasltoo Under 9a 7ft M^toey Boy 99 6 ft 
BEnwe 64 Ctatee Pane*. 61 Roger** Pal, 61 Ra Grand. T-l nm 
I be Dmnet, 161 Aereaa Ike Bon, Aktefc* Cetonate, fahee, 

261 < 


4.40 


KYBO MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS F) 
(IMV I) £2450 added 2m 2f 110yds 

240-242 AIKA KIERNAIXMAL Ufa Ms P TMttey 5 11 6 

Derek Stew 


605F64 aDCR1HRMSB(lfaJBKftr9116 

SRANSHWH URET Casey B 11 6. 

P RAM 03} M VMVrren 5 11 6. 


COMEDY OF BIRORS HANDICAP HUfiDLE 
(CLASS E) £3)000 added 2m 2f UDyds 

IT- IP FBK) SANDS (274) {Cfa (BF) I McGo*an 8 11 12 

MBaWteorp) 

3F3l OUTONAFROMSE lU8)NWater5119 NWOtonon 

31% UVE4CnaN(22)US5HK«ll0115 ICteefe 

121034 HAZZN Ufa RftooBll 5 Mr P CTXserte (7) 

2PQ314 BON If OOU> P2HBF) TCaser 5 110 RDnnoodyV 


£3131 DB8S8«{12)J8a^r910U SopMe MUtei (fa B 

431230 SWIBORD LADY (OB) (CO) J Mcac 9 10 9.W Mcfateal 

P63453 CABOCHON (LO) J jQserti 10 10 8 D Skyrme 

000004 PBISUIl MYSTIC [31} DVUrOe 5 106. 


JIDoBwefar 


WTO LORD IXWE Ufa P Usnfafa 5 11 B 

0 ROBERT SUSS. ( 2 S 2 ) N Kancfereon 811 6-M A Rbfaato 

DANUCHA J Atetm 5 11 L TJBlft 

0-035 RUNET Ufa J OM 6 111 SlaM(7} 


1F062R YHIDW DR4D0N Ufa B ftOTO 4 10 4 FKenJeyWB 

554041 MGHTMAMUJON PftSWxxtraiBlOa 180 O 

lAspelO) 

-Utectared- 

BEnwt 114 Out Oa A FMteaa. 61 ban N GeM, 61 tfldtt ta A IMon, 
UacU. 61 Ito Aefto. R* Saete. 161 oibare 


B2 MAJOR DIMS (tfa UP* 4 110. 
-9tedared- 


JAPHeCfa 


ra 


BETTRIft 4-6 Major Daadeo, 61 nttey, 7-1 Robert Samuil. 161 
ftanalnm taka, 32-1 Mnifcaoratelnmd, 14-1 gnttWtertaae. 161 teal. 
261driefa 


GEORGE GALE & CO HANDICAP CHASE 
l °- LW| (CLASS E) £4«2DO added 3m 2f UDyds 


134328 CHANGETHERBGN(7)nMH*Elrt»»sl011U 

MrRTboratofJ} 

P43412 CHBXMdfa (Ofa S Wnkisn 9 11 4 81 


KYBO MADEN HURDLE (CLASS F) (DtV 
I) £2450 added 2m 2f UDyds 

44PU ABSOLUTE LMT (19) ) GtSoal 5 11 6 PFbte 

40 4BCIIC FOK Ufa (Bfa Mss HHi^f 5116 IFIUoy 

COWD BOU can Case, 6 ll 6 I A McCarthy B 

402P22 M)UJHlOR(12)Rltoe6116 DirSdran 

53 REAL MAD(3D (Ufa G Err^it 6 U B JftBTberetal B) 

00 IDATCUEFTAN Ufa Ifcss AEmtaicoe 5 11 6 K Gates 

0 USAIMASUfa ROanWn 611 1 B Ponte B 


032504 NOIVEIAanifaE(281}TC8SfaSU4_. 

2soa> sum ml «d mtooaa 1 ids. 


-PteSr 


PP3 MGS CS-31 (7) N Tftirson 5 U 1 Mr E BeblBgtoa (I) 

400535 lIBtOMCAffiANCopfaBl^aisA 109 ^PKeteyP) 

-Bdotend- 
Arctic For. 7-4 AibacWeLtott, 61 Real Madrid, 10-1 Bdo- 
A 33-1 rnanx, tn tmm, vemuca ran, 361 odea 


jy thf. TNPbTEVPEmi 


RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 



i 971 


972 

mom 

‘ 9:3 


RACING RESULTS 


RIPON 
2i0: JL OUT Uffl Wf* 

fM 2 - “W sESl 

10-1. 14 ran. V*. JflL IP ?S5rnf. 

TMK £320: £1.70. £^7ftQ-0p- Df: 

^TbO. CSF: £63^42- Tna £23^ ^ _ 

tateYbore 61; 3. P*»**i.«i*- 


rw, »»-■«- 
£7.40: £L1~ 

£3gj50, CSF: 

£? Sffj. FUEHCH ORir{4 OfaC 

JS3ri!wieaB.00: £2£0£La>.S^ 

ssf ® 7i 

fi?qa5. TlW £39.70. • 


jsr^ 



8 i«L HK. a (E DirtfaJ, Neanreftfl}. tow: 
£10 JO: £200, £110, £LSO- DR £44a 
CSR 

4JJE1. SUMMEHRtU. SPECIAL (KDar- 
W) 15-1; 2. Shonar S-L3. Me H. 
14 m 8-4 fev GaiapalO (481). 3%. ’A. (D 
Barker. RfcfenontO. Ttete UMO: Q30. 

£650, £3.70. .Of: BSfli«iar-l 

TricteU £1^60.74. Tn« £16U50. tffc 4o- 

BBtaiL 

4^4*1. GREEN CARD [Wf^aiU 2-1 fa; 

2-Co«tri8olrill-l;3. Bnnte<7ru0i61. 

18 n«. 4, VSWbotfc. Nwiajittjw*: 
£250: f-1-fl O £350. £l-7a OF: £26.60. 

CSft £2287. Tltoc J33m NR Mam, Vteod- 

bock. 

. 545:1. BIN ST JAMES (OHOtord! 8-1; 

2 , KtaataD Btoinr 9-U 3- Chterz U-L 
11 m U-8 fa CM8« Blaring (ritfa. Hd, 

a .» n g rft fa p ii 


£744€.Trieaa: foauafae 03290. IRK 
Efac Sand, krewlal Or Metric. 
te ri faBfc ggr,3i5.sr? - part tort. RW of 

£taj&94caaaatwwato Hj T«ipr it P tty . 

Ptaeapot £1028a Oundpob £1550. 

Place & £227m Place 5: 91. 7S. 

CKPS10W 

250:1. KweGQKSH (M 64; 

2. tak 7fa Ptete tttof fa; 3. Ami Stan 

13-2. Gras. 2, 33 PBeowaHatetfirtWAHO. 

Tbto £2JB0S £23A CLOO. £35U DR £L0a 
CST. «5 7. Tnft £2 JO . 

2^0:1. JHALHSZHATtnmri T-%2. 
FW SMHrei0630: 8L Monte 64fa. 7 
ren.8, 29. (ABwow. Bnfeetrt.to* £650; 
£L« £L9a OF: £$.70, CSR £1382. 
2DO:l.a.DON(KGMM6%a.Gtate 

fanoff Gbf 68 fa ft Rm* Danoaf 4-1. 4 

_j~, . H 0. KJ dg,.Ui v . l . . l. *t d *r- f-i. IWt 

' - -1' •V-' Aferii' 


380: L BUCK CWKCH (D OSteraD 64 

fa; 2 , Danger Baby 7-4; 3. EBM Governor 

11-2, 4 on. 2 d5L (R Row, StorTOTgroni, 

Tat« £3-90. Dr: £L80. CSF: £433. 

- 4 Ms i- SHffiCKTT CS Rjot) 12-1: 2- 

Tbaaw Arete 10-11 far; 3. Quakar Waltz 

5-L ID an. 1, 9, (B McMahon, TBmortM. 

Tots £3X30: £X50, £130. £120. DF: 

£1140. CSF: £24.16 TDK £1450. Mb Bre- 

40HL 

4jfti s0fiK-nyr(MteL8utafl 6i 

2 . nstr Brtrigo 62 tav; S. csnabOng ttojr- 

al 4-1 6 rm. 4, 22 (J Sqwa, Torn^un). 
TetK £900; £2.70, £220. DF: £920. CSF: 
£1643. 

650: L DUHOND HAUL (A P MoCfaf) 

1CO-30; 2. MBafc* 50-1 3. Sbtaniy Danc- 

ing 61 12 ran. 2-1 fa Dinky Dora. 6 . & 
(K Burts. Wants#*. Tots: £340: £170. 

r.rjfl "I* Pk. e*.1 - ’*'d>-dnr%.p«€^»-»« 


Ptacspct £49^0. Qmripre; £2120. 

Place & £54.57. PJ«» 5: 46.80. 

UJDLOW 

220: 1 KA1ZAM OA A Wnde) 12-1; 2. 

Captain Tan# 12-1: 3. Agrimt fa» Clock 

20-L 13 ran. 61 jttos Feneri Court, fttert 

Gambia. 1 'h, Y.'. IA CaWD. Tot* £1520; 

£3.90, £3^0, £320. DR £60.40. CSF: 

£129.99. TneSSt: £260654, Trtre £2172a 

250E 1 BffEnAL WIAGE (N Wfanan) 

1611 ta; 2 Rate RBm 2-1 2 Fanwick 

4 14r*.13,teL0*teVWifiam5).Tota 
£170. DF: £240. CSF: £2,94. 

220: 1 PVBTS ROCK (A Beta) 61 fa. 

2. Kyoto 4-1 3. Ssttb 161 11 ran. 4. 6. 

(G Baton#. Ibtes £3.60; £2.10, £240, 

£630. DF: £9.60. CSF: £13.08. Tncast 

£14363. Tfta £43^0, 

_ .«nv.«.aiiai 


4-1 8 ran. Hd, 8 . (A corroii. Tme £220; 

£140. £190. DF: £2.30. CSF: £461 NR: 

Gmy. 

420: 1 SULAWESI 0 * i Goldstein) 3-1 
2. First Crack 5-2 far; 3. Moabakkr 

300-30. 8 rate 2V:. rm. (H TwBton-Dattai. 

Tate: £3.70; £2.40, £L8a DF: £2.80. CSF: 

£9.61 

4£(kl MY NOWtS OAR Blton] UA 
2. Capa Cottage 61 3. Fan Mte 7-4 

ta. 6 ran. Hd, 12. (0 ffchofc). TMK £3.90: 

£190. £2.40. DF: £17JX1 CSF: £2220. KR 


620:3. PERCY BRAITHWAITE ft* JGcM- 

Etein) 7 2 2 Name of Our FTrtfter 2-1 jt- 

tfffi 3. lntey Archer 2-1 jt-ta. 7 ran. 37.. 

3Vr. (Has P WhRde). Tot* £4.70: £2.4a 

£25a DR £3Ja CSF: f&27. 


Irish and 
Scots in 
‘greatest’ 
game 


Cricket 


Kuala Lumpur is the unlikely 
selling for the most crucial 
match in Scotland's and Ire- 
land’s history today as ilun' plin* 
each other for the third and fi- 
nal place in the 1999 World Cup. 

Scotland's 72-run defeat 
against Bangladesh in the ICC 
Trophy yesterday set up the tie 
lhal neither side wanted. Both 
teams, who arc staying in the 
same hotel in the Malaysian 
capital, hoped to sec the other 
progress through the qualifying 
tournament. Now. only the win- 
ners wfll join cricket's elite in 
England m two years* time. 

“This will be the most sig- 
nificant game ever for Scottish 
cricket. “Alex Ritchie, the gen- 
eral secretary of the Scottish 
Cricket Union, said: “But it is 
a great shame that we have to 
meet Ireland." 

The Irish lost lo Kenya on 
Monday, while Scotland's strug- 
gle to reach the final lasted two 
days because of rain. 
Bangladesh closed their 50- 
over innings on 244 for 7 and 
their powerful bowling dis- 
missed the Scots for 171. 

Bangladesh's qualification, 
whether or not they win Satur- 
day's final against Kenya, 
sparked the biggest celebra- 
tions in the counuy's capital. 
Dhaka, since independence in 
1971. Crowds waving flags and 
chanting “victory for the Tigers" 
joined street parlies amid fire- 
crackers. band music and paint 
being hurled in all directions. 

The players, meanwhile, can 
look forward to a car, mobile 
phone and life-long health care 
from a grateful government on 
their return. 

ICC TROPHY (Koala Lumpur): Seml-ftnat 
Bangattesft 243 for 7 iKhated Masted 7 0»: 
Scotland 171 [G MUariSDn 39 not out: 
Mohammed Rafique 4-25). Bangladesh 
■on by 72 tins. 


Third win in 
four legs 
for Golding 

Sailing 

STUART ALEXANDER 


Basting his third win out of four 
legs. Mike Golding yesterday 
took Group ^ 4 across the" finish line 
in Cape Town to extend his over- 
all lead in the BT Challenge and 
complete the 6300 miles from 
Sydney in 37 days, 23 hours, five 
minutes and five seconds. 

In second place and just 20 
minutes behind was Chris Tibbs, 
making up for the huge disap- 
pointment of Concert being dis- 
masted on the second leg from 
Rio de Janeiro to Wellington. 
Third was the man who is still sec- 
ond overall, Simon Walker, 
whose Toshiba was 4hr 6min 
25 sec behind Golding. He was 
then held up for a further hour 
and a half as a Russian Navy 
frigate was stuck in the entrance 
to Victoria and Allied waterfront. 
Fourth was expected to be Com- 
mercial Union, fifth Motorola 
and sixth Save the Children. 

An award for outstanding 
seamanship, only the fifth time 
it has been mode, was yesterday 
given to Britain's Pete Goss by 
the Royal Ocean Racing Club 
Commodore, Terry Robinson. 
Goss turned back in huge seas 
and winds at Christmas to res- 
cue Raphael Dinelli, a fellow 
competitor in the Vendee 
Globe singlehanded non-stop 
round-the-world race. 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


FootbaD 

7.30 wfees stated 
EUROPEAN CUP- WINNERS' CUP 
SEMMNALS FRST LEO 

BwctelM v Flarentiaa (800) 

Port* SMhrnatn v Liverpool (7.43) , 


DR MARTENS IEABUE Preoter DAMonc Sol- 
obury v Sittwry Tonn. 

K>S LEAGUE Second DhWorcBanstBXlv Wtm- 
Mey 17.451: Dorttfgv lerenemoa: Effum v tore 
IMBGND UAGUE nret OMtew Feitei CMK 

y Lteft Umpire FM DfvreJoa Cap PTbbI PM 
leff Siociamto PS v Avion Un 
WWSTDmEAB KENT LEACUE: tea* Chathoni. 
JTWSON EASTERN LEAGUE Premtar DMHorc 
Fetasmwt v Wairan i7.45). 

PONDNS LEAGUE Premier DtvMocc tenmere 
«SU*ei7fl). 

tA YOUTH CUP SreriTtol Rnt Ice Oysa Palare 
« BtxMXAn r?J3Qt ta Seiturjt Pattt. 

Speedway 

SPtEWWY STAR CUP: Ipsvnai v Poo* (7 JO). 
PREMIER LEAQUE XNOCteOUT CUP: SlnriMa 
tf Oreagnw 17.451 

Other sports 

SWIM Ml NO: Eumpean CnonroKxtoip man 
(SneAekfi. 

BOWLS: Efeteb Mwt Cnaffamtoip (UMon 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

110 


The number of miles run a 
week in training by the 
Olympic marathon gold 
medallist, Josia Thugwane of 
South Africa, in his bid to 
achieve peak fitness before 
the London Marathon on 
Sunday. 
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sport 


Last Monday's match was so inept that it introduced impartial 
observers to the effect of mistaking Valium for coffee sweetener 

* .u-ii **ir H.e k.*- wneration of players eomiti 


It should be pretty obvious to every- 
one who watches football in the Pre- 
mier League that there is a great 
deal of room for technical im- 
provement. If not, take an eye test. 
Shop around for old videos. 

This, more, or less, is what the 
Leeds United manager, George 
Graham, staled on Sky Television last 
Monday following his team's goal- 
less draw with Blackburn Rovers, a 
match so inept that it introduced im- 
partial observers to the effect of mis- 
taking Valium for coffee sweetener. 

Frustrated in his attempts to build 
on the sound defence he has put in 
place, Graham said that there is too 
much money chasing to little home- 
grown quality. “The problem drives 
you abroad, and I have been all over 
Europe this season.” he said. 


From the looks on the faces of 
Sky's presenter, Richard Keys, and 
its analyst, Andy Gray, you could 
imagine that they were braced far 
a. blast down the line from head- 
quarters. After all, allowing man- 
agers to emphasise deficiencies in 
English football is way out of sync 
with the marketing philosophy laid 
down by Rupert Murdoch. 

In Sky’s manual of disinformation 
- and this applies equally to cover- 
age of boxing- there is do such thing 
as a thoroughly bad performance. If 
this is also true of the terrestrial 
channels (ITV is irritatingly parti- 
san when matches involve foreign 
opposition) Sky carries it to ludi- 
crous proportions. A bad game is 
less than a good game; a good 
game becomes tremendous. Simple 


passes that any journeyman pro 
should be able to perform are ac- 
claimed as evidence of burgeoning 
standards: commonplace tell skills 
as proof of international equality. 

Football continues to boom but 
there is no guarantee that the trend 
is permanent. The importance in 
Graham's remarks is, .then, that 
they raised questions about the 
Premier League related to the re- 
cent influx of foreign players. Per- 
haps the most pertinent were that 
dubs must invest in the development 
of players and chairmen should be 
more accountable for issues like the 
present controversy over Fixture 
congestion. 

It is difficult to support Alex Fer- 
guson’s plea for an extension to the 
season but in view of Manchester 



KEN JONES 


United’s probable commitments 
where was the dub’s chief executive, 
Martin Edwards, when the Premier 
League conceded, ridiculously, to 
an Easter-free programme? 

Who calls the tune anyway? The 
Chelsea chairman, Ken Bates was 


incensed by the Easter cancellation 
and has suggested that a breakaway 
by lea di ng European dubs from then 
national associations is possible. 
T Tik aiggp^tin n is highly improbable. 

Nevertheless it indicates cotsderabie 

dissatisfaction in dub circles. 

On the blinkered basis of lost rev- 
enue an odds-on bet is that the 
majority of Premier League chair- 
men are vehemently opposed to the 
proposition of an IS-dub Premier- 
ship, which would case the strain on 
players and has been suggested by 
John Barnwell of the League Man- 
agers' Association. 

None of the chairmen. I’m sure, 
agreed with Joao Havelangc, who 
is shortly to step down as president 
of the game's governing body, Fifa, 
when he said there is now too much 


professional football. "It has be- 
come a problem." he said, "because 
everyone - directors, manag ers, 
conches, players and doctors-- 
want to profit from football s 
popularity." ■ . 

Money, on a ridicukwsscale m 
some cases, persuades forei gn pla y- 
ers to turn out m the Premier 
League. And money pouring m 
from Sky helps to create an inflat- 
ed market, transfer fees o ut of all 
proportion 10 ability and unforeseen 
difficulties in bringing young play- 
ers Forward. 

This is what Howard Wilkinson 
has taken on as the Football As- 
sociation's technical director, and 
what occupied Graham’s thoughts 
on Monday. Without financial in- 
put from the clubs where is the next 


mention of players coming 
irom? 

This is not something that tele- 
vision can be expected to embrace 
with anv enthusiasm, la their gar- 
den the roses arc always Woomrag. 

Thunderclap trailers, nuuvclrous 
matches, individual shortcomings 
glossed over by the mombo jumbo 
of analysis ana reference to vague 
roles in the tactical scheme of 
things. „ 

Even allowing for. the threat 
Blackburn are still under, last Mon- 
day's match wasawfuL In not mak? 



,. v ployecs ; 

- service and insulted the feaselligence 
of viewers. Scans that the truth does 
not sit easy with them. 


61st US MASTERS: Faldo opens his title defence alongside the young pretender a s the inevitable drama starts to unfold today 

Woods has drive 
to fulfil ambition 


ANDY FARRELL 


reports from Augusta 

Who needs Hollywood script- 
writers, anyway? Why would 
Augusta National throw some 
of tbeir $7m (£4.4m) annual 
profits in that direction when 
Bobby Jones's Annual Invita- 
tion Tburnament throws up Os- 
car material year after year. 
Somehow, it always seems to 
live up to the hype. 

At the 61st US Masters, the 
storylines are thicker on the 


ireg Norman return a con- 
quering hero after his ultimate 
Masters disaster a year ago? 
Will Nick Faldo, the English 
grinder who caught the Shark 
in ■%, win back-to-back titles for 
the second time. Will a footsore 
Jose Maria OlazabaL the 1994 
champion, continue his sensa- 
tional comeback from an 
18-month break? But, above afl, 
how will Tiger Woods, to many 
Americans the boy-man who in- 
vented golf as a mass-interest 
sport, fare in his first Masters 
as a professional? 

Last Friday, at the Isleworth 
course in Orlando where he now 
lives, hardly a Mickey Mouse 
lay-ouL Woods shot a 59 in a 
practice round with Mark 
O’Meara. He was 10 under for 
10 boles and failed to biniie two 
of the par-fives. “Actually, it was 
disappointing," Woods said. 

Having finished 31st, his 
worst result of the year, at the 
Players’ Championship, Woods 
spent last week practising hard. 
He tightened up his swing and 
spent hours on the putting 
green honing his stroke for the 
treacherous .Augusta greens. 
"I'm rolling the tell better than 
I have at any time," he added. 

Woods has played Augusta 
twice as an amateur without 
particular success when his 
preparation lime was Lhen tak- 
en up with college exams. “The 


big difference is that I am tour- 
nament tough now,” he said. 
But many are sceptical that on 
a course where there has been 
only one first-time winner 
(Fuzzy Zoelier m 1979) since 
the ink playing, that Woods has 
sufficient knowledge of the par- 
ticularities of the place to be ul- 
timately successful 
“There is a learning curve to 
playing Augusta and a discipline 
to playing the course," said 
Faldo, who had six attempts be- 
fore claiming his first Green 
Jacket “Where to hit the ball, 
where not to hit the tell, how 
to hit the baL You have to keep 
control. It’s not impossible, but 
I think experience does welL" 
The thought of winning his 
third Masters is not a problem 
for Woods. “Is it realistic? I 
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think so,” he said. “I don’t 
know if anyone else does. 
Whether I win at my third try 
or my 50th try, it doesn't mat- 
ter. You've got to be at a level 
where you feel confident in 
your abilities physically and, 
more importantly, mentally. 

“I have learnt the hard way 
on this course. You have to be 
patient with your iron play and 
the fairways are a lot narrower 
than you might think. In order 
to get to some of the pins, you 
have to be on certain sides of 
the fairways." 

Woods’s length off the tees is 
his biggest advantage and on 
Tuesday he drove the green at 
the 360-yard third. Yesterday, 
playing with the twice champi- 


TODAY’S TEE-OFF TIMES 


(M times BST. * denotes amstewsj 
(US unless stated! 

13-20 G Brewer, C Coody 
1329 B Casper, D Ford 

13- 38 T Aaron, K Green ■ 

13.47 JCooh. SCtnk 

13.56 S Hocn. S Torrance (GB) 
1A05 L Mizb, * J Miter 
14.14 D Foreman. L Westwood (GB) 
1433 J St oman. M Bradley 

14- 32 & McCanon, J Leonard 
14.41 D Hart D Waldorf 
MJSO DA Wefbrmg E Rod 
14.59 F Zoeta; *S Scon 
15.08 L Janzen. F Nobflo (NZ) ' 
15.17 D Ogpn, C Rose 

15- 25 M B roofs, 5 Apptety (Aus) 
1533 j Mont, D Bergamo Jre 
1544 B Tway. J Mafflert 
15.53 D Dural, J Pamevfc (Swe) 
15.02 C Sadler, D Frost ISA) 

16.11 J FuryK K Perry 

1630 F Couples, V Smgh (Fijil 


1629 C Pevln, L Robens 

1538 S Lyte (GB), M Cafcaecctw ' 

1647 T Kite. P AzlngBr 

15-56 C Montasmene (GB), T> Love ' 1 

17ns B Faxon. T Tolls . - ; 

17-14 S Jones. P-u Johansson (Swe) 
17-23 8 Oensftfflv, c Races (k) V ' 
17 -32 T Watson. S BWrgtDrt (Aoa> - 

17- 41 J Nfcttfaus, Y Kaneto UapanT r 
17.S0 R Floyd. RAifcfityjAu^. 

17.59 G Norman (Aus) r P MJcWscdf ' 
1608 A fttmet. *W Btadon (GB) 

18J.7 B LBngsr (Ger). M McNotty dm) 
1628 G Player (SA), *T Hogarth > • . 
13-35 S StnckecPStantcowahl 
1844 N FakJo (GB),' T Woods 

18- 53 J M OUoabal (Sp), KTOTWea® 
191B T Lehman, N Price' (Bm ) ' ' 
1931 ( WOosnam (GB). EGs (SA) - 
1920 8 BaResteros (Sp); MK&aM (Japan? 
1529 J Husiun, W Wood' - 

1A38 F Funk, G Boreis 1 - 


on Ben Crenshaw, be was 40 
yards short of the green at the 
downhill 11th and 60 yards 
short at the uphill 400-yard 
17th. No wander the Augusta 
officials arc being coy about 
moving back the tee at the 
first, soil rated a 400-yard hole 
by the scorecard, by six yards to 
bring the bunker on the right 
more into play. 

The greens, however, are al- 
ready tend and fast, and Woods 
has been given no favours by the 
draw, which traditionally pairs 
the reigning US Amateur cham- 
pion with the defending cham- 
pion. “There's nobody out there 
stronger mentally. The only 
way to beat Faldo round here 
is to hit better golf shots," Col- 
in Montgomerie said. “He won 
last year’s Masters by birdieing 
the 17th on Saturday to get to 
play with Norman on the last 
day.” 

Away from the High profile 
end of the market, there are 
some dangerous floaters. Ernie 
Els, the ’94 US Open champi- 
on, and the Open champion, 
Tom Lehman, are two, while the 
last three winners on the US 
Tout - Phil Mickelson, Steve 
Efldngton and Brad Faxon -do 
have the vital ingredient of 
confidence. 

The rest of the European 
challenge is a mystery. Seve 
Ballesteros has turned to 
Woods’s coach. Butch Harmon 
in an attempt to make his first 
cut of the season. Ian Woosnam 
made a delayed arrival from 
Barbados after an airline com- 
uter mistake on Monday and 
as had treatment on his back, 
although Sam Torrance’s wrist 
has recovered. Lee Westwood 
is as wide-eyed as a 23-year-old 
should be on his Masters debut, 
while Warren Bladon, the 
British Amateur champion, has 
gone into debt to afford the 
£7,000 trip. 

Montgomerie’s best finish in 
five attempts is 17th, but he says 
this could be the year. No, 
really? “I’m looking forward to 
competing for the first time," 
Europe’s No 1 said. “I have not 
coped well so far. I’ve hit half- 
decent shots which I hoped to 
get away with and didn't. You 
can’t do that here. I have nev- 
er putted better on these greens 
in practice." 

Faxon, a specialist on the 
greens, helped Montgomerie on 
Ttiesday, and others regularly 
asked the Rhode Islander for 
advice. But he was surprised 
when Woods came to him. 
What was the problem? “1 don't 
seem to hole putts until the back 
nine on Sundays, ” Woods said 
to Faxon's incredulity. If he is 
inconteniion on the back nine 
this Sunday we are g oing to have 
some fun. 
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Brimful of confidence: Jesper Parnevik (right) points the way to his caddie from the 10th tee in practice for the US Masters Photograph: Reuter 

Hats off to Parnevik, golfs oddball 


Jesper Parnevik is not the most 
famous member of bis family in 
Sweden. Bo Parnevik. Ins father, 
is one of his coun tty’s top co- 
medians. If humour is in the 
genes, then it is not so much of 
the funny-haha or funny-pecu- 
liar variety, as funny-endearingly 
bonkers. 

On a tour of identikit golf 
professionals, Parnevik will 
stand apart as be walks the fair- 
ways of Augusta National in his 
first US Masters. Not only is 
there his trademark cap with the 
upturned peak, but this year he 
is wearing tight-fitting clothing, 
mostly in shades of brown de- 
signed by a Swedish firm which 
make him look like something 
out of the 1970S. 

Then again, Parnevik is a man 
who has teen known to munch 
the odd plateful of volcanic 
sand. The sand helps cleanse his 
system, apparently, and he once 
lived off it. only eating fruit in 
addition, for three months. “It’s 
really expensive,” he said. “I 
don't know why. It tastes just 
like regular dirt" 

Other tilings the 32-year-old 
from Stockholm, now living in 


A strange Swede in a funny cap can make a lasting impression 
on the US Masters. Andy FaTell reports from Augusta 


South Palm Beach in Florida, has 
done include wearing battery- 
powered strobe flght glasses to 
help synchronise neural firings 
in his brain and consulting a 
Russan ptychic who had worked 
with Mikhail Gorbachev. 

“1 always like to find new ways 
to improve, not only to improve 
my game, but to improve per- 
sonally," Parnevik said. The hat 
thing started when he was prac- 
tising in Florida before the 1992 
European season and wanted to 
get a bit of a tan. He found his 
eyeline was not distracted by (he 
peak of his cap and started to 
bole more putts. In his nest tour- 
nament. Parnevik got into a 
play-off which Seve Ballesteros 
won at the seventh extra hole. 

Parnevik has won three times 
on the European Tbur and each 
time by a stretch but, typically, 
would like to win in a tight, dra- 
matic finish. At the Lancdme 
"Trophy last September, in which 
he beat Colin Montgomerie by 
five shots, he lit up a cigar on 


the last hole to win a bet with 
a friend despite the fact that he 
does nor smoke. 

The price of sponsoring the 
underside of Psunevik's cap 
peak could have gone sky high 
rf he had won the Open at Turn- 


7 always like to 
find ways to 
improve, not 
only my game 
but to improve 
personally’ 


berry in 1994. Criming to the 
last, infamously as it turned out, 
he had not looked at the leader- 
board and believing he needed 
a birdie, was too aggressive 
and took a bogey. Meanwhile, 
Nick Price closed eagle-birdic- 


par to win by one. Later that 
summer, Parnevik made a tele- 
vision advertisement for a ho- 
tel chain, saying be had recently 
had a little difficulty with num- 
bers before giving the relevant 
telephone number. 

Parnevik first started playing 
regularly on the US Tbur in '94 
arid found his strong driving and 
good ball-striking was an asset 
there. A number of high finishes 
at the end of last year included 
a fifth place at the US PGA 
Championship, which qualified 
him for his Masters debut this 
week. “The reason I came to 
America was to play in the ma- 
jors regularly,” Parnevik said. “I 
can't explain why I suddenly 
started getting good results. 
The difference between winning 
and finishing 30th on tour is so 
sinoH.” 

Brad Fhxon, for one. was im- 
pressed and tipped off the mem- 
bers at his local dub that 
Parnevik was a man to watch this 
year. Last week, when the Swede 


was runner-up to Fhxon in New 
Orleans, it was his sixth top-five 
finish of the season. He is cur- 
rently the third on the US mon- 
ey list with S602J70 (£376^00), 
bias the second best scoring av- 
erage behind Tiger Woods and 
fourth best European on the 
world rankings. But unless he 
commits to playing a minimum 
of seven events in Europe, plus 
the four majors, he is not eligi- 
ble to cam Ryder Cup points. - 

Whether Ballesteros will picMj 1 
him aswild card depends cm oth- 
ers, such as Jose Maria Olaza- 
bal or Nick Faldo, qualifying 
automatically. As an aside, Fal- 
do declined to let Parnevik join 
him and Fcr-Ulrik Johansson, 
another Swede making his 
Augusta debut, preferring to 
stick to a two-ball here. Parnevik 
laughed it off, since that is his 
attitude this week. 

“1 have teen talking to Greg 
Norman and Steve Elkington 
and they said you just have to 
laugh at ihings this week, be- 
en usewhen you start putting off 
greens it can get pretty weird 
here." It should suit Parnevik 
perfectly, then. 


Windsor now 
the main 
attraction 

Equestrianism 


The Royal Windsor Horse 
Show has become Britain's pre- 
mier show jumping meeting 
this year, with the Nations Cup 
among the 10 international 
closes to be held beneath the 
spectacular backdrop of Wind- 
sor Castle from 14 to 18 May, 
writes Genevieve Murphy 
These will be the first in- 
ternational jumping contests 
to be held for 24 years at Wind- 
sor, where the "annual horse 
show is the biggest in the world. 
Costing £lm to stage, it incor- 
porates the Harrods Interna- 
tional Driving Grand Pm (for 
which 13 nations arc entered) 
and two days of dressage and 
showing classes with mare than 
3.0UQ entries. The show takes 
.over the Nations Cup from the 


Popplewell punished 


Rugby Union 


CHRIS HEWETT 

Little more than a week ago, 
Nick Popplewell was hoping 
for a place in the Lions party for 
this summer’s tour of South 
Africa. Sadly for the Irishman 
he has been forced to limit his 
ambitions somewhat since then: 
far from walking all over sundry 
Springboks on the big stages of 
Newlandsand Ellis Park, he will 
spend the foreseeable future 
wsUking on eggshells instead. 

The unholy fuss surrounding 
the perfectly delivered but all 
too public haymakerwith which 
Popplewell poleaxed Scott Mur- 
ray of Bedford on Saturday 
gathered fresh momentum yes- 
terday when Newcastle an- 
nounced their decision to fine 
their loose head an unspecified 
amount - a week’s wages of 
around £1,000 was the educat- 
ed guess - and reinforce that 


deTi' 


lay not 
have made the cut for the Li- 
ons but he is available for the 
Geordies' crucial Courage 
League promotion match with 
Coventry this weekend. 

All of which left Bedford 
distinctly underwhelmed. “The 
punishment would hardly ap- 
pear to fit the crime, especially 
as the punch could have en- 
dangered not only a young 
man’s sight but also his whole 
future in the game,” said the 
Second Division promotion can- 
didates in an official statement, 
“It is disappointing that there 
does not appear to have been 
any expresson of remorse from 
Newcastle. The incident has 
been condemned by many as a 
sending-off offence and, there- 
fore, worthy of a suspension." 

Popplewell was given a yel- 
low card by Steve Lander, the 
referee, for punching Murray 
and cannot now be subjected to 
any disciplinary action tty the 


Rafter apology for being drunk 


Tennis 


A remorseful Patrick Rafter 
apologised yesterday for play- 
ing a Davis Cup match for Aus- 
tralia last weekend while he was 

drunk. 

Australian newspapers said 
on Monday that Rafter, the 
world No 43, and MaikPhilip- 
poussis went to a night-dub in 
Adelaide on Saturday to cele- 
brate taking a 3-0 winning lead 
over the Czech Republic in 
their Davis Cup World Group 
quarter-fin aL 

Rafter admitted that he was 
still feeling the effects of drink 
during his reverse singles match 
on Sunday, "Tm glad you 
brought that up," said Rafter, 
when asked about the incident 
after his 2-6; 7-6. 6-4 win over 
his compatriot and Davie Cup 
team-mate Mark Woodforde in 
the first round of the Hong 
Kong Open yes terday. 


for what has happened -it is to- 
tally my fault. I think the one re- 
gret I do have is giving children 
the wrong impression of using 
alcohol to win matches or be a 
good athlete. You just cannot do 

iL 

“It was a rare occasion for me 
to go out and celebrate like 
that,” added Rafter whose two 
singles victories against the 
Czechs helped Australia to a 
5-0 win and a place in the semi- 
finals against the United States. 

One of Us opponents in Sep- 
tember's semi-finals could be 
Michael Chang, the top seed 
here, who sailed into the second 
round of this tournament with 
a 6-0, 6-1 win over wild card en- 
trant Melvin ’Ring of Hong 
Kong. 

Chang did not feature in the 
Americans' quarter-final win 
aver the Netherlands at the 
weekend bat said he was open 
to approaches far the semFfinaL 

The second seed, Arantxa 

" 1 " — * " • » _ 


seed, Conchita Martinez, both 
of Spain, won their second- 
round matches at the Bausdi & 
Lamb Championships at 
Amelia Island on Tuesday. 

Sanchez Vicario, twice win- 
ner of the tournament, rallied 
to beat Argentina's Florcnda 
Labal 3-6. 6-2, 6-3. Martinez, 
the 1995 winner, disposed of the 
South African Joannetle 
Kruger, 6-3 6-1. 

The third-seeded American 
Monica Seles, who reached 
the finals of her last two tour- 
naments, withdrew from the 
event, suffering from a fever of 
103 degrees and bronchitis. 
Seles lost to the world No 1, 
Martina Hingis of Switzerland, 
in both the Upton Champi- 
onships and Funify Circle Chp 
finals. 

Seles was replaced in the 
draw by a lucity loser, Diaz Oli- 
va of Argentina, who wfll now 
face former teenage prodigy 
Jennifer Capriati of the Unit- 


Wigan chief defiant* 

Rugby League 



DAVE HADRELD 

The Wigan chairman. Jack 
Robinson, has denied sugges- 
tions chat he wfll stand down at 
tonight's shareholders’ meeting. 

"Up tonow. I’ve no intention 
of resigning as chairman." said 
Robinson, who will face hostile 
questioning from a dissident 
group of shareholders straggly 
opposed to the sale of Central 
Park for a supermarket devel- 
opment. a 

“That is something that can't 
be changed," he said of the 
sale, the proceeds of which 
Wigan hope to invest in a new 
ground. “But I hope when we tell 
people all the facts they will feel 
more positive about the future” 

Robinson still faces a possi- 
ble threat to his. chairmanship 
if disgruntled shareholders go 
ahead with their threat to hvio 
vote him and his fdlow-director. 


The dissident shareholders be- 
lieve that a new board could re- 
nege on the agreement with 
Tisai or, facing that, join with 
Wigan Athletic and Ondlrugbv 
union dub at a new site in the 
town. “Wc have never ruled out 

joining forces with anyone in the 

town, Rohinson said. "But it 
wasn't possible to stay at Cen- 
tral Park and upgrade it. 1 
could have agreed with the 
plan to make Wigan second- 
class citizens, sharing Central 
Park with Wigan Athletic. Af- 
ter the two years 1 have had, 1 
would have welcomed the qui- 
et life, but I knew it wasn’t the 
right tiring for the club." 

Wigan are trying to acceler- 
ate the signing from WIdnes o L 
the prop forward Lee Hansefijty 
who is due to join them at the 
end of June. They have aban- 
doned hopes, of recruiting the 
Australian That forward, Paul 
Sironen, because he has foiled 
to gain a release from his con- 
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Liverpool to concentrate on cutting out carelessness 
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Ah, Para idtbe spring... 
but the question for 
England’s chances in 
the European Cuo-Win- 
ners Cup is whether there is 
some spring in Liverpool 
Tonight in the Parc des Ponces 
comes either confirmation of in- 
consistency or inspiration. 

, Liverpool’s 2-1 defeat at 
ft. home by Coventry Q'ty last 
u Sunday iDusbated again their ca- 
pacity for carelessness, a foible 

that can cost so deariy in Europe 


3- 

w 
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though hitherto not seriously 
challenged by a ade as proficient 
as Paris St-Germain. Madden- 
ingly for them, it followed their 
splendid 2-1 victory at Arsenal 
when then superiority was all but 
overlooked by the foul and 
Fowler debate. 

“I really couldn’t spot any 
weaknesses at all/ 1 said the PSG 
general manager, Joel Bats, de- 
parting Airfield last weekend. 
Then again, he did so at 1-1 be- 
fore David James did his stuff 


once more/They have so many 
aces up their sleeve," Bats added 
of the other side of their char- 
acter. English hopes rest on the 
latter being the dominant Liv- 
erpool trait tomtit 
“Our heads are back up." in- 
sists the Liverpool manager, 
Roy Evans, and indeed they 
should be confident enough, 
given PSG’s season of some tur- 
moil. "Ihou^i holders of the tro- 
phy, they were comfortably 
beaten by Juveotus in the Super 


Hodgson rues 
late concession 


„ Intemazionale had one foot in 
i\ 1 the final of the Uefa Cup until 
Nigeria’s Victor tkpeba's bril- 
liant away goal took the shine 
off their 3-1 first-leg semi-final 
win over Monaco at the San Siro 
on Tuesday. 

Inter were 3-0 up after 40 
minutes thanks to two goals bv 
Maurizio Ganz and one from 
Chile’s Ivan Zamorano and 
seemed well on course to cruise 

into the final. 

That seemed even more like- 
ly when the Monaco defender 
GQJes Grim an di was sent off at 
the start of the second half for 
a punch. However, in the 71st 
minute, substitute Ikpeba con- 
jured up a precious away goal 
with a superb long-range shot 
with almost his first touch of the 
ball. 

“I’m happy enough about 
t' i the result but I'm more con- 
cemed about tbat late goal 
which puts our qualification at 
risk,’' Inter's English coach, 
Roy Hodgson, said. “Now we 


have to avoid losing 2-0 in 
Monaco," the Blackburn -bound 
Hodgson added. 

Jean Tigana, the Monaco 
coach, fuelled Hodgson’s fears. 
“In the return leg, it will be a 
different Monaco,” he pledged. 

Certainly, in the first half, 
Monaco looked a pale shadow 
of the side that had won all of 
its previous away ties in this sea- 
son's Uefa Cup competition. 
The runaway Reach League 
leaders could not come to terms 
with Inter's aggression and abil- 
ity to turn defence into counter- 
attack. 

As early as the 10th minute, 
England’s Paul Ince put Za- 
morano free but the Chilean 
dragged his shot wide. 

In the 14th minute, the In- 
ter defender Salvatore Ffesi 
was unlucky not to give his side 
the lead when he saw his head- 
er from the six-yard box can- 
non back off the body of the 
Monaco goalkeeper Fabien 
Barthez. 


Tenerife’s nine men 
hold on for victory 


Tenerife hung on to a 1-0 win 
over Schalke despite conceding 
a penalty and being reduced to 
nine men in an exciting Uefa 
Cup semi-final first leg match on 
Tuesday. 

The Spanish side went ahead 
through a fifth-minute penalty 
but lost their way when Angel 
Vivar Dorado was sent off ear- 
ly in the second half. They then 
survived a penalty miss after 
goalkeeper Marcelo Ojeda was 
dismissed 15 minutes from time. 
» The Spaniards controlled the 
'*• opening phase and were re- 
warded quickly when Juanele 
Castano broke' down the right 
and was brought down in the 
area by the Schalke captain. 
Olaf Thon. Felipe Minambres 
sent goalkeeper Jens Lehmann 
the wrong way from the spot. 

With midfielder Slavisa 
Jokanovic feeling the effects of 
a knee injury. Juanele, Felipe 
and Antonio Pinilla took con- 
trol as the Germans struggled 
tptfind their feet. 

Midway through the first half 


Pinilla and Juanele broke free 
together but got tangled up and 
wasted a clear chance. 

Shortly afterwards it was 
Schalke 's turn to fall victims to 
a misunderstanding as logo 
Anderbrugge saw his follow up" 
shot blocked by a team-mate af- 
ter Ojeda bad parried his initial 
effort. 

The Germans started strong- 
ly after the break, but it was 
Tenerife's Felipe who came 
closest to scoring in the early 
stages of the half, curling wide 
a shot after the Spaniards re- 
gained the ball after a mistake 
by Thon. 

However, 10 minutes into the 
second half the game changed 
radically when Dorado was sent 
off for elbowing Radoslav Fatal. 

Ojeda's last-ditch challenge 
then earned him a red card and 
his place was taken by the sub- 
stitute goalkeeper. Bengl An- 
dersson. The Swede earned a 
reprieve when the Dutch de- 
fender, Johan de Kock, blasted 
the penalty wide. 


w ithin three min utes, Ganz 
h«H made amwifte- Released on 
the left by a defence-splitting 
pass from Zamorano, Ganz 
raced into the penalty area to 
beat Barthez with a fierce right- 
foot shot 

Thirteen minutes later. Ganz 
repeated the feat from the oth- 
er side of the penalty area, al- 
though this time the provider 
was the inspirational French 
playmaker Youri Djorkaeff. It 
took Ganz’s talfy in this season’s 
Uefa Cup to eight. 

As Monaco pushed forward 
they exposed themselves to an- 
other counter-attack and this 
time Ganz turned provider, 
laying on an inch-perfect cross 
that left Zamorano with a sim- 
ple tap-in. 

Soon reduced to 10 men 
Monaco looked down and out 
but in the 71st minute Ikpeba 
gave his side a lifeline. 

There appeared no apparent 
danger when the Nigerian, an 
Olympic gold medallist, picked 
the bail up cm the right wing, but 
he cut inside and unleashed a 
shot into the top comer that 
gave Gianluca Pagliuca no 
chance. 

The goal fed fresh life into 
Monaco's tiring legs and in the 
dying minutes they came close 
to adding a second, giving warn- 
ing that this tie is not over yet. 

tntetn u onate fegjuca: PStone. Pagmn. 
Rest. Baffin*, hca. Stan (YMmer, 78), Zarai- 
n. Djorkaafl. Gant Zamorano. 

Mqmogc Barthez: (Bandeau. Gfflnanctt. B Ir- 
ks fl. WeS. rw). Pane leg-nsW. D|Btou, Be- 
narWa (ikpeba, 69). Conns {Sim 82). 
-Andaoan deSlta, Henry. 

Raul’s salary 
soars at Real 

Real Madrid’s Raul has signed 
to stay at the club for another 
five years with a contract that 
makes him the best-paid play- 
er in the world. The 19-year-old 
forward will now reportedly 
earn £l-25m per season. If an- 
other chib wants to buy the 
Spanish international, they will 
have to pay £25.6m to Real. 

“It's a good contract, ” Raul, 
who received other offers, said. 
“There are some things more 
important than money. Maybe 
I lost money continuing with 
Real, but I wanted to stay be- 
cause l became a player and a 
person here." 


Gritt backs legal campaign 


'Hie Brighton & Hove Albion 
manager. Steve Grill, has added 
his support to the dub's decision 
to mount a legal challenge 
against the Football Associa- 
tions deduction of two points. 

Gritt, whose side are five 
points adrift at the bonom of the 
Third Division, insists the Seag- 
ulls feel an “injustice" has been 
done and that is why they have 
issued instructions to solicitors 
to start proceedings. 

Brighton were docked points 
after a peaceful protest ty fans 
in the game against Lincoln on 
1 October when play was held 
up for 15 minutes in the first half 

Grin said; “The players had 
earned those points and to find 
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them suddenly taken away for 
something that had absolutely 
nothing to do with them wc felt 
was harsh at the time. That is 
why we are going through this 
final phase. We still feel there 
was an injustice done." 

■ Grill believes the issue of 
Brighton's deducted points is 
playing a part in their desper- 
ate fight for survival. 

“It is frustrating, " he added. 
“If we had had those two points 
hack over the last month we 
would have actually got off the 
bottom of the League. 

“We've been so close so 
many times over the last month 
also without taking it on that - 

one step to move up a place. Bui 


wntH and S Jeapes) 24-IS: Vfcnoy fl Fosasr end 
P HoWayi « im and R Ntwmpil 

24 lfl: Camnwggss ID and I Onti bTAffiertey 
n Sunday ana p warn laiz tana ft Stevens 
and I BorttM Grantham (M Puling and D Auck- 
land 1 22 - 8 ; Bntsn OHopftane (M Husiwi and 
n Bffifignn' w North a mpton (R Fauknv and D 
Masters' 18- r. Kanov Boa (A Smr&iB and G 
Gmi K Faoon |A SqirnOO 94 J MQr&nl 20- 
1 & Pwdtsrel iM abuts and a 0urhnc#j m 
CKawsiBUcttBandGStrami 19-XCc DWQan 
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and S Money) 17 16. Triples Sesri-fkiats 
fTellrtoyji Bentturo bl South Fairest 17 16 ; 
Knssthapc bt DK&orau 0 i 2110 - 


the mood among the players is 
very good and they genuinely 
believe they do have a chance 
of escaping the drop." 

Brighton have argued to the 
FA that it is the team that have 
been penalised for the points 
deduction when the peaceful 
pilch invasion was aimed at the 
club's directors and feel a fine 
would be more appropriate. 

Liz Costa, of Brighton's of- 
ficial supporters' club, raised 
doubts whether there was 
enough time for the legal chal- 
lenge: “The club could be in a 
position where it is relegated 
pending an appeal against an 
appeal, and I don’t know if the 
FA will allow this to happen.’’ 


Evans seeks European wins home and 
away. Ian Ridley reports from 1 Paris 


Cup, conceding six goals at 
home. For the four previous 
years, PSG had always met their 
match in the semi-final in Eu- 
rope, losing on the away-goals 
rule, as Arsenal will recall in 
1994. “If that’s on their minds, 
all well and good," Evans said. 

Neither are PSG the team 
they were a few years ago when 


George Weah, David Ginola 
and Youri Djorkaeff bestrode 
the Pare. Much will rest oh 
Patrice Loko, scorer of a hat- 
trick, in the quarter-final against 
AEK Athens, with their Brazil- 
ian striker Leonardo likely to 

play only with an injection to kill 

die pain of a groin strain. 

In defence. Didier Domi and 


Bnmo N 1 Go tty are doubts with 
back and thigh injuries respec- 
tively, while Bernard Lama will 
play with the probability of sus- 
pension for carmabiguse hang- . 
mg over him. 

In addition, in Steve McMa- 
naman, Robbie Fowler et al, the 
patient passers of Liverpool 
possess a range of players always 
likely to grab the crucial away 
goal - more important now 
than ever, it seems^with more 
and more teams adept at the 


' contain -and-counter game. Al- 
ta* is therefore likely tobe Liv- 
erpool's best form of defence. 

“We must try and win both 
legs.” Evans said. “It is not like 
it used to betnEuropearyinore. 
Every team is capable of scoring 
an away goal.” He will recall 
Made Wright, suspended last 
Sunday, to replace die ineligi- 
ble Bjorn Tore Kvarme in de- 
fence. Rather forward, Patrik 
Berger could consign Stan Col- 
lymore to the bench once more. 


Berger is seen as the more ap- 
propriate in a 4-5-1 formation. 

That, at least, contains 
echoes of the way it used to be 
in Europe, with Liverpool often 
.withdrawing Kenny "Dalglish 
into the midfield behind lan 
Rush for away legs. They will 
hope for another, yesterday 
- Liverpool installed themselves 
in the same hotel in Versailles 

they used before the European 

Cup final of 1981, when they 
beat Real Madrid 1-0. 



Mte Tyson, In Las Vegas yesterday, shows the damage next to Ws eye that led to bis fight with Evander Holyfietd being delayed Photograph: Reuter 

Hamed fight on despite Tyson blow 


Boxing 


Naseem Hamed and Robin 
Reid will still make their world • 
title defences as planned despite 
the postponement of the Tyson- 
Holyfield rematch on the same 
night 

Frank Warren said yesterday 
that his promotion at Man- 
chester’s Nynex Arena on 3 
May, featuring Hamed against 
BiDy Hardy fa defence of his 
World Boxing Organisation and 
International Bocnng Federation 
featherweight crowns and Reid's 
World Boring Council super- 
middleweight title bout against 


Henry Wharton, will run as 
planned, despite the fact that it 
was originally tied in to televi- 
sion coverage Mike Tyson's 
£32m attempt to regain the 
World Boxing Association 
heavyweight from Evander 
Holyfield at the MGM Grand 
Garden in Las Vegas. That fight 
was due to follow Sky’s coverage 
of the Manchester promotion. 

There were fears for the 
British bill when Tyson cut an 
eye in training and his fight was 

J ut back, probably until 28 
une. Indeed, the Tyson delay 
caused problems in another 
vital area of the worid heavy- 
weight division. Lennox Lewis's 


handlers. Panes Biartes and the 
New Jersey-based operation of 
Main Events, this week agreed 
a deal with Henry Akinwande’s 
American promoter. Don Kihg, 
•for their WBC title match to 
take place in London on 5 July, 
but tbat arrangement was 
scrapped after the news of 
Tyson’s injury came through. 

A financial package of about 
£1.73m was approved by King 
for a fight on the eve of the 
Wimbledon men’s singles final, 
when the technology and com- 
mentary personnel of Lewis’s 
American cable network. Home 
Box Office, would be covering 
the tennis ebampionships. 


King, though, had a change 
of mind once the Tyson injury 
was revealed, and the Lewis-Ak- 
inwande is open to purse offers 
again, in Las Vegas on 13 ApriL 
That is the fifth different dead- 
line for the purse offer. 

King will be favourite to sub- 
mit the highest offer and, al- 
though Mexico City and New 
York have been mentioned as 
possible venues should his fi- 
nancial deal beat the one tabled 
by the Lewis promoters, it 
would seem feasible that the 
Lewis-Akinwande fight could go 
ahead on the rescheduled Holy- 
fieid-Tyson promotion. 

Tyson expressed disappoint- 


ment at the delay to a fight he 
is itching to get on with. “I’m in 
great shape and I'm prepared 
to fight at (his moment, but I'm 
just following the instructions of 
the doctor. It s not a health- 
threatening illness or anything, 
m just wait," he said yesterday. 

“My theory in life is to de- 
stroy or be destroyed and I’m 
looking forward to destroying. 
I'm going to fight Holyfield 
this time as if l knocked him out 
the first lime. I hate making ex- 
cuses for anything. I don’t take 
it too personally, though il just 
happened, that’s all. If Holyfield 
beats me this time, be will beat 
me the best I've ever been." 


Woodhall considers link with Warren 


Richie Woodhall. the former 
European and Commonwealth 
middleweight champion, is 
considering joining his fellow 
Midlands fighter. Robert Mc- 
Cracken. and severing his links 
with the promoter Mickey Duff. 

McCracken, row in posses- 
sion of the Commonwealth ti- 
tle formerly held by Woodhall 
revealed last week he was lrnk- 
ing up with Frank Warren. 
Woodhall whose contract with 
Duff expired in February, is con- 
templating the same move. 

“I haven 'L spoken to Mickey 
Duff and if he doesn't ring me 
shortly I will contact Frank 
Warren," Woodhall said. “I 
gave Mickey first refusal on the 
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Cricket 

me Wot opener Ajay Jacteja came wnn- 
m four runs of his maiden ‘Rest century 
as the fourth Test between the Wtest In- 
dies and tafia in Sr John's. Antgua, end- 
ed in a draw on Tuesday: Jadeja was run 
out iqr 96 as India fitsshed on 212 for 
2 Hi reply to West Indies' 333. The first 
three days were washed out The West 
Indies lead the senes 1-0 with 

the final Test m Guyana this month. 
John Snow, the tamer Engand fast 
towiavs to stand far election on the new 
ctubamrnDgeatSu5sa(.TOe55-year- 
dd. who aopeared n 49 tests and pbved 
far the county far 16 years until 197/, is 
one df 10 candtiaK far set vacant posts. 
FOURTH TEST (St Mm's, AnHpak Mm* 
AML We* MRS 333 Hr 8 dee (B C (M 103. 
R i C Holder S8i. ftna 212 aor 2 (A O taoap 
98. V V S Uoiun 561. 

ONE-DAY UfTEKMAnOHM. {/OlUnnastmffc 
T uemgy fc AuwaDs 258 far 7 (50 am M a 


i far 32 nm. Mam 151 Jar a 2m- 
oato* us (40.1 was. dWOkigwift ftrflntf. 

Cycling 

GHEMT-WAVELQEM RACE ( 20 Sn) Uad« 
^adngK 1 FComUFi) Utib 4h 45ndn; 
2 A Tonui d*n lorro; 3 J caper (BoD IVM; 4 
SOudhmw UAn POD; 5 AFoneaio (fa ftwW.- 
BL e H Vogsfe iAum CAN; 7 S OGraor INO GAM. 
8 F Girt iW SK 0 U: 0 i Mrcm [Bed Mapei 
GK 10 G CWcatcna (hi Saoco, all ma time. 

Foot baB 

Scotland's Wbrtd Cup quaifying match 
diSMdenuObestmnivetwBSCScot- 
l»td on Wednesday, 30 April. BSC Scot 
(and abo hope to show live the foai away 
tie in Belarus on Sunday, 8 June. 
FffACOCAXOU world Top Uk lain* 2 
many; 3 Fnm: 4 Soai; S Demerit 6 Cxdi 
Rep uOfec 7 lam s Gotomma; 9 toreniK 10 
Nedwftraa. BriM biw 14 Endana 24 Sax- 
IM 41 Repirtc d Ireland; 63 Norihem te- 
tarac 61 wides. 

FACWOMO PTWSHtSHP FfataM 
S Uor. Brttun V Mdcaesbreu^i Om 16Ap«L 
HMIONWIOC FOOTBALL LEAGUE ftean 
drenere FH 2S Aprs: RranMBi v taMen Item 
Sat2b«afL 

Hockey 

AEWHA CUP Swi Mte Ekrert v Hgv 
* tort V Carton (Ties o be pbwsd Son- 
day ll Maw- 

Ice hockey 

MO: Pesbutgi 3 Bm»a 1 ; Tan^n Bay Z Ncv> 
Jeney 2 luO: Caigary 2 Debm 3 (on. 


Motor radng 

Auto Trader have extended their spon- 
sorsJxp of dre British Touring Car Ctram- 
pionstip Go the year 2000 aror agreeing 
a new three-year deal with organisers 
TOCALtzL ft vrt take the magazine's irv 
votvement in the series to eight years. 

Pools news 


ZETIBtS TreMe ctencK 24pto E14J3620. 
23 L5TB5 . 22 £3.00. 21 £0.70. FOOT draws 
£8,00, Ogjjt hOOM £2020. few nogs 
£14.00. Lanky aumtart 11 10 37 2 27 a 
BRITTENS TrabtochanDK 23ptm £251.40. 22 
12.15, 21 £0.50 dLiwnds onM. Four 
tei £24.25. EV« tarn 1113.35. FM 
away f.19.35. 

VBm0fQTiaUactenee:24pt> 123,845 19. 
23 £208.40.22 £2630. £139.00. 

Premier 10 load on 8 coned] £313.00 
UTTLEWOOOS Treble cftance : 24p& 
£59.695. ID. 23 £40045. 22 E263S. 21 
£6^5. few daw £4.45. ten tarn EB93P0 
Fire a way £65.60. 

Rugby League 

The Bradford prop, Brian McDermott, 
v*l today appeal against fib three-match 
Suspension for punching in the Silk Cut 
Chafienge Cup semi-final a^lnst Leeds. 
McDermott has already served one 
match of his ban, but hopes to have 
the rest Wted in time far him to play at 
Wigan tomorrow night. 

RUST DIVISION (Tmdfafc Hrt Kkwton 
Rorert tO) 0. Ma ddw a n aW 114) 21. Haddw- 
atew: iTtoa Kano? 2. Binon. Weacru Goals: 
W«ten 2; Drap gdnSeid. (3,484). 

Rugby Union 

Sammy Southern has returned as 
temporary chairman of rugby at Onetl 
following the resignation of Peter 
Williams. 


understanding be would be in 
touch with me. That was on 18 
March and he hasn’t contacted 
me. 

“If there is better money on 
offer from Frank Warren I will 
go there. I know he is very in- 
terested and it is just a case of 
wait and see. I hope to have my 
future arrangements sorted out 
within the next fortnight.'’ 

Duff, who refused to com- 
ment on Wood hall’s remarks, 
also recently lost another of his 
better known fighters when the 
British super-middleweight 
champion. Joe Calzaghe. 
switched to Warren's promotion. 

Woodhall has been out of ao- 
tioa since last October when 


Barrie Cortess, the former Engand in- 
ternational, is Natti^rsm's newdtecmr 
af nigy. He fltethe post v#nch hw been 
vacant since Roger Whittaker's depar- 
ture at the start of the season. 
COURAGE CUBS' CtWWOHSHP MM 
I ting i n Ore ( Tm « d»y |: «n uc rs wr 3Zt9W- 
Hr 30. 

EUROPE** WOMEN'S CHAmONSWP Qmr- 
tartafc tend 35 rfetheteds a SemHF 
nat Enetend 15 Franoa 10. mat Engsnd 24 
Scodand &. Mmkkn: 1 Engand; 2 Scot- 
land; 3 Stan; 4 hsHS E NetMfendS 6 BsM 
7 hdend: 8 Genrwy. 

Tennis 

HONG K0N8 MBTS OPBI FWtmnfcTWnd- 
InlgB (Au3l M S Uaauola UoanJ 6-1 6-4; D 
Prrert (Gen H J Edge ifts) 6-2 6-Z J Tm# 
(US) H A CMesw (A«l 3-6 7-6 &0; J Gnge 
(US) n M Joyce (US) 3^ 6-3 7-5; 0 Sapsted 
K^B btD fedi (US) 6-7 6-2 &0: B MacPne (US) 
bt C Owe (US) 60 64; C Mens (Gen MAO 
tntey(fed7-56-76^PnMer|Aus)fatMHb0d- 
rone lAus) 2-67-6 64; GHUk (FT) HD Nestor 
(Can) 7-6 7-SStereu Can) KDStaftCz Rap) 
6-4 64); M Owe (US) UU Tore (HN 60 6-1: 
T Johansson (Swu bl S SvnW (ft 46 6-2 6J; 
N GodW (SA) bt M OaPW (C* 6-4 6-3. 

ESIORU. irarB OPBI Flrat land; G SdreBer 
(Aun M Y hdeHw Ofad 6-2 6-0: F Carto 
(Aig H w fenetra (SA) W 3-6 64; A Correi- 
jaiSp)«H(*TOiAfg6-2a-3;MH^teV(Uiu0 
K J AVBoca (Sp) 3-B 7-6 5-L Sdcanrf rent 
C Moy (So) bt R fianbog lAos) 6-2 6-1 
BKOSCH ftUmWOMarSCHKMMMSW 
(Asi«Sa tend. Flo} Fta roun& M J Ferr«o- 
Oat (US) M S fehoreh (Ffl 63 60; M Haw 
(Frt t* E wamr iGert &0 6-1; B 9cruo-Mc- 
GarBiy W a a gms (Ce Repi 6-1 6-1: E 
Lidwtsna (Fib) bt T WtiMnrer Jones (US) 2- 
6 6J 6-1; A Montofe (Sp) Btf GMFart lS*«J 
2-6 6J 7-6 (7J); A Fusai (ftj K LNeteW (U0 
6-27-6; j Kanam (Geri « CTomm-Vann (Sp) 


•a Oort) 6-2 6-2; l Oarerpcr (US) bt Sto 

Tine Wang (TuaoD 6-2 64. 


beaten by Keith Holmes while 
challenging for the American’s 
World Boxing Council mid- 
dleweight title. He needed 
surgery on his elbow only days 
before the fight and had a sec- 
ond operation following the 
contest. Since then, Woodhall 
has declared his intention to 
step up to super-middleweight. 

David Starie, whose wife 
Louise is expecting their first 
child next week, enjoyed an ear- 
lier celebration on Tuesday 
night when he won the vacant 
British super-middleweight ti- 
tle by stopping Sam Storey in 
the seventh round at York Hall, 

Bethnal Green. 

Louise, who was at ringside. 


Romanians 
sack coach 

Athletics 


The Romanian federation, the 
FRA, has sacked Eugen Rad- 
ucanescu as its national team 
trainer because of repeated 
positive drug tests involving 
his athletes, the federation’s, 
president said yesterday. 

“Raducanescu was sacked 
from the technical staff of Ro- 
mania's national team for re- 
pealed proven doping charges 
against his athletes,” the FRA 
president, Iofanda Balas, said. 

“Four of his athletes, all of 
them still junior, have been dr 
are still banned from national 
and international competition.” 

Altogether 11 leading Ro- 
manian athletes have been 
banned 1 in the past four years, 
among them the long-distance, 
runner Julia Negura. 

Balas added: “We want to 
dean up doping by all possible 
means." 


said tearfully: “Now we want an- 
other champion in the family. 
It's due next TUesday.” 

Unbeaten Starie, 22, thanked 
the “body plan” of his manag- 
er, Gordon Holmes, who ex- 
plained: “Storey kept his hands 
up, but that left a gap around 
his midriff. So I told David to 
go for the body and it paid off 
The right took all the steam out 
of old fox Storey.” 

Storey, 33, who has had two 
spells as champion, said: “I 
tried to rough him up, but it 
didn't work. He's such a strong 
boy and so cool.” 

Starie’s vociferous fans had 
added backing from Ipswich 
Town’s football team, with 


whom he trains. The Ipswich 
midfielder Simon Milton said: 
“This is our first professional 
boxing nighL David is a friend 
to the lads and we won’t miss 
him again.” 

Starie's comprehensive de- 
feat of the veteran Ulsterman 
sets up a return bout with Dean 
Francis, the No 1 challenger. “1 
beat him as an amateur and I'll 
beat him again,” Starie said. 

His punch rate in only his 
I4tb professional contest told its 
own story. He threw 310 punch- 
es to Storey's 177 and landed 59 
percent to 27 per cent. The ref- 
eree, John Keane, had Starie 
ahead by five rounds to one 
when the end came. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Ywterday 
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rioev Boumeraoutfi 0 Swmea te Bngftton 5 
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61st US Masters 

Andy Farrell on the battle for 
the Green Jacket, page 28 


Barcelona in 

£20m move 
for Shearer 


Football 

CATHERINE RILEY 

No sooner has he returned to ac- 
tion following his third groin op- 
eration in 10 months than Alan 
Shearer is once again finked with 
a move to the Continent- 
Barcelona are reported to 
have made a £20m offer in a bid 


from Newcastle. The Spanish 
side see the £15m world-record 
signing as the ideal replacement 
for Ronaldo, who is reported to 
be moving to Italy before the stan 
of next season. 

Newcastle know any move to 
sell Shearer would be greeted 
with outrage by the loon Army. 
Shearer returned to his Tyneside 


Advantage for 
Fiorentina 


A Barcelona squad that is ar- 
guably the strongest in Eu- 
rope will be stretched to the 
limits for tonight's first leg of 
their European Cup-Winners' 
Cup semi-final against Italy’s 
Fiorentina. Barcelona will be 
without six players, four of 
them fiist choices. 

Barcelona warmed up for 
the game by thrashing Sporting 
Gijon 4-0 over the weekend and 
were boosted by the news that 
both their main rivals for sec- 
ond place in the . Spanish 
League and the leaders, Real 
Madrid, were held to draws. 

But seven points still separate 
Barcelona from their arch-rivals 
and their coach Bobby Robson 
knows that his main chance of 
serving out the second year of 
his contract lies in taking a Eu- 
ropean title. 

Barcelona won the Cup-Win- 
ners' Cup in 1979, 1982 and 1989 
but Fiorentina are far from over- 
awed. Their Argentinian striker 
Gabriel Batistuta said: “I’ve nev- 
er felt inferior to anyone. Sure, 
the Catalan ride has 22 great 
players and lots of internation- 
al experience but the real 
Fiorentina can beat any side." 

The Fiorentina coach, Clau- 
dio Ranieri, believes h would be 
a major tactical error for his ride 
to concentrate all their attention 
on Barcelona's Brazilian strik- 
er, Ronaldo. 

“That would be equivalent to 
allowing a free hand to all the 
other nine players, all equally 
useful," he said. 


Fiorentina, who were un- 
lucky in a 0-0 draw with In- 
tc maa onale on Saturday, are 
ninth in Sak A 17 points behind 
the league leaders, Juventus. 

That lowly league standing 
reflects the extent to which the 
Florence dub have based their 
whole season on their European 
campaign. They will be handi- 
capped by the absence of two 
first-choice play eis. The former 
Everton winger Andrei Kan- 
chelskis is cup-tied whBe the for- 
mer Arsenal midfielder Stefan 
Schwarz is suspended. 

Although Ranieri was giving 
nothing away about his plans, he 
may be tempted to play a cau- 
tious 4-5-1 formation to com- 
pensate for die loss of Schwarz’s 
covering work and the extra 
width added by Kanchelskis. 

Sandro Cois, Emiliano Bigj- 
ca, Anselmo Robbia ti and the 
Br azilian Luis Oliveira could all 
line up in midfield alongside Rui 
Costa, leaving Batistuta on his 
own up front. 

As for Ronaldo, he may be 
marked in defence by Lorenzo 
Amoroso and in midfield by 
GoiSw Robson will be without the 
key midfielders Ivan de la Pena 
and Josep Guardiola, both of 
whom are suspended. 

Guardiola and De la Pena 
tend to supply the ideas, while 
injuries have put paid to the two 
Barcelona men best known for 
their commitment and pace - 
the overlapping defender Ser- 
gi and the utility man Luis En- 
rique. 


roots in a blaze of publicity last 
summer when Kevin Keegan 
signed him from Blackburn and 
is Newcastle’s leading scorer, 
despite missin g two months of 
the season through injury. 

He marked his return at the 
weekend with the goal that 
earned Newcastle a 1-1 draw in 
the derby with Sunderland at St 
James's Park. 

Meanwhile, Newcastle did 
confirm yesterday that they 
would send a ride to compete 
in a quadrangular tour namen t 
at Lansdowne Road in July. 
Celtic and the Dutch club, PSV 
Eindhoven, will also send sides 
to the event on 15 and 16 July, 
which will also involve the 
League of Ireland champions. 

Scotland and Wales are to 
meet for the first time since the 
World Cup qualifier synony- 
mous with the death of Jock 
Stein 12 years ago. The game will 
be played at Rugby Park, Kil- 
marnock, on TUesday 27 May. 

The last time the two teams 
met was at Ninian Park, Cardiff, 
on 10 September 1985, when the 
match ended in a 1-1 draw. 
Stein, the then Scotland man- 
ager, collapsed with a heart at- 
tack shortly after his side had 
put themselves on course for the 
World Cup finals in Mexico. 

Bobby Gould, the Wales roan- 
ager, has been trying to revive the 
home international champi- 
onships, which were brought to 
an end in 1984, possibly for the 
B trams from each country. 

Scotland want action at the 
end of May in preparation for 
their World Cup qualifier with 
Belarus in Minsk on 8 June. The 
Vifelsh match comes four days af- 
ter the Scottish Cup final and 
Craig Brown, the Scotland man- 
ager, also wants an away fixture 
around 2 June to try and fill that 
gap. Cyprus, Malta and Mace- 
donia have all been mentioned' 
as possible opponents for the 
second fixture. 

On the link with Stein, Brown 
said: “That would make a game 
with Wales a very poignant oc- 
casion. Jock Stein is fondly re- 
membered in Scotland as the 
greatest ever Scottish manager. 
I'm sure that would be ac- 
knowledged in some way.” 

More football, page 29 
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HGIE3K1 LjHQEJUUUL] 
II M □ U n 14 □ E 
LiaQnauuHEiocjEHno 
UUldHnOHH 
aHHHHHEIDH HEEIO 
H U U El □ Q 
anFiraHon HtunHuiEi 
B U B □ □ □ 

QwnnBm amuBBEu 
H Cl B a □ E 
raman antiunnciHEj 

□ raHuauuB 

□HBEiaQBDBElDnQlDD 

□ □□□□DUB 

LIBLHDEJEJElEi HIURlu 


ACROSS 

I Moaned, without energy, 
and packed up (6) 

5 Call from brook, ahead 

8 Weapon, one with boss- 
like features? (6-3) 

9 Filled ship (commercial) 
gets piloted out (5) 

II Waterway for routine day 
out (4) 

12 Pan scraper? (5-5) 

13 Primitive pubs, I see (8) 

15 They help when eating 

fish (5) 

17 Cash added to US sweep 
(5) 

19 Consignment in hold, 
needing a convoy (8) 

22 Magic cape, iTs said, cape 
secreted by gypw (10) 

23 Deposit, mass of snow (4) 


25 Girl’s troubled, rejected 

26 E?d Fellow in crowd, or 
another academic (9) 

27 Parent's stifled right chat- 
terbox (6) 

28 Whip calling in last of 
Labour crowd (6) 

. DOWN 

2 Snake, fine specimen (7) 

3 Remove base from box, 
say (4) 

4 Sudden, a convulsion af- 
ter drink (8) 

5 French/Bntish college (6) 

6 Money clinches the 
French support for priest 



Cap for King Edward (on 
a shoot) concealed by ris- 


14 NASA tutor briefed him? 

( 9 ) 

16 Need match outside in 
darkness? (8) 

18 Shield King after collapse 
20 & confidence in raH- 


7 Expert in bold handwrit- 
ing (3,4) 

8 Frivolous riband bride’s 
sporting (4-7) 


roads (5,2) 

21 Insolvent Uni 


nion covered 
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Loko and plain madness j 

Ian Ridley looks forward to gfe* 
Liverpoors Paris match, page 29 * f 
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Heading abroad? Barcelona are befieved to see Alan Shearer as the ideal replacement for Ronaldo Photograph: Reuter 

Promoted Fulham go for title 


24 Erosion caused by English 
river (4) 


Fulham and Wigan were look- 
ing forward to life in the Sec- 
ond Division next season after 
both teams secured promotion 
on Monday night. 

The Fulham chairman, Jim- 
my Hill, insisted the west Lon- . 
don side, who drew 0-0 at 
Mansfield, would use their last 
four games to try to clinch the 
top spoL “I know from experi- 
ence that you only get a medal 
if you win the championship, so 
if the lads want a medal to take 
home to their wives and mums 
then they hove got to win the 
championship," Hill said. 

“But it’s a moment of joy to 
be grasped and savoured and to 
let London know that Fulham 
is there by the river and it is a 
chib with a big beating heart.” 

Wigan beld on to Pat McGib- 
bou’s goal just before the in- 
terval for a 1-0 win at home to 


Colchester for their own -cele- 
brations, and they Overtake 
Fulhaxn at the top by a point, 
having played a game more. 

Now the Wigan chairman, 
Dave Whelan, has promised 
£2m for team strengthening 
and is counting on his manag- 
er John Deehan to steer Wigan 
to more success next year. - 

“We have been in the wilder- ■ 
ness for far too long. The sup- 
porters appreciate what I’m 
trying to do for the chib and they 
deserve success,” he said. 

“Hopefully next year we can 
do the same again and get into 
the First Division. John knows 
that money .is available and he 
can have £2 nr to get his squad 
strengthened. We are really 


serious about getting to the First 
Division and then the Premier 
League." 

Deehan said: “Promotion is 
what we have worked for and 
now we can go all out for the 
. Third Division tide in our last 
three games." 

Carlisle missed an opportu- 
nity to guarantee their promo- * 
cion as they slipped to a 
surprising 2-1 defeat at Dar- 
lington, but they remain 10 
pomts~dear of Swansea and their 
return to the division they left 
last season seems a formality. 

In the First Division, Oldham 
drew 2-2 with Bi rmingham but 
the paint was not enough to 
take them out of the bottom 
three. Oldham, who have won 


only three of their last 16 games, 
now have five games left to es- 
cape relegation. The draw was 
no good to Birmingham either, 
as it ended their feint hopes of 
reaching a play-off place. 

In the Second Division, the 
leaders. Bury, continued their 
march towards promotion with 
a 2-1 home win against Walsall, 
but second-placed Luton were 
held 0-0 at home by struggling 
Vtycombe. The two results leaves 
Buiy four points dear at the top. 
Luton remain second while. 
Wycombe remain in the bottom 
four - they are a point behind 
Shrewsbury with a game in hand. 
Rotherham were relegated to the 
Third Division after their 1-0 de- 
feat at York. 
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English 
Premier 
model 
for Scots 


Chairmen from the U) BcH^L 
Premier Division dobs met in"- 
Edinburgh yesterday for talks 
which could ultimately lead to 
a Premiership modelled on 
the English Premier League. 

A plan to change the current. . 
four divisions of 10 teams for 
a 16 -team top flight, original- 
ly put forward by Clydebank's 
Jack Steedman three momhs 
ago, is now certain to fail. 

Already the Rangers chair- . 
man, David Murray, and his 
Cel tic counterpart, Fergus Mc- 
Cann, arc considering change 
and how the big clubs can 
command more television rev- 
enue. They are understood to 
want to create a Scottish ver-m 
rion of the English Premiership 
and affiliated to the SFA. 

The remaining clubs would 
stay under the Scottish League 
umbrella. Any change could 
take at least 18 months to put 
in place. 

Murray's Carnegie Sports 
International company yester- 
day issued a statement, head- 
ed “Scottish Football Initiative 
- The Way Forward". 

It stated: “The Premier Di- 
vision clubs have decided to 
take forward a major initiative 
within Scottish football and will 
meet on a regular basis to dis- 
cuss the initiative’s progress. 

“[They} have engaged inde- 
pendent professional advisers 
and a further statement will be 
issued after the next meet- 

m ^bday. the Scottish League d 
Management Committee will 
meet in Glasgow and will con- 
firm the end of the 16-12-12 
proposal put forward by Steed- 
man. 

It was due logo to a vote by 
all dubs at the Scottish League 
annual general meeting at the 
end of May but will now not 
even reach that stage. 

The Dundee United man- 
ager, Tbmmy McLean, and his 
Kilmar nock counterpart, Bob- 
bie Williamson, have both crit- 
icised the arrangements for 
their Tennents Scottish Cup 
semi-finaL which they believe 
are responsible for fens staying 
away. The tie will be played at 
Easter Road in Edinburgh next 
Monday and shown five on 
satellite television, with both 
factors contributing to the 
modest ticket sales so far. 

McLean has also criticised 
the state of Hibernian's pitch 
and both dubs had wanLed tbm, 
semi-final staged at one of tiur ’ 
Old Firm grounds in Glasgow. 

The Tannadice manager is 
unhappy with the way the SFA 
has promoted one of the show- 
piece matches of the season, 
and said: “I feel the tie is be- 
ing devalued. We have sold 
only around 4,500 tickets and 
there is a bit of a rebellion, as 
people feel the fens are not be- 
ing considered. 

“We have moaned to the 
SFA on behalf of our support- 
ers and this is a protest by them, 
as the tie is going to a venue 
to cater for television and not 
to Ibrox or Parkhead where 
there would be open spaces. 

But we want our fans at the 
game, because they canned, 
support United sitting in from. If 1 
of a television." 

Williamson, newly con- 
firmed as permanently in 
charge at Rugby Park, also 
voiced his concern at the 
prospect of a sparse crowd for 
the semi-final. “It is disap- 
pointing that families will not 
be able to attend as the game 
is in Edinburgh .but I hope we 
can give them a day out at the 
final," he said. 

“I also hope my getting the 
job will be a lift to everyone in 
the dressing-room. 

“I am pleased the directors 
have- shown their faith in me 
and -my aim is to lead Kil- 
marnock to the Cup final and 
to safety ip the Premier Divi- 
sion. 

“We have some young lads 
in our side but I am sure they 
win not be overawed by the^. r _ 
semi-final, because recently • 
they have played against Celtic 
and Rangers.” 

Williamson has made a suc- 
cess of. his spell as caretaker 
manager after taking over from 
Alex Tbuen, who was dismissed 1 
in December. - 
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